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MISSION STATEMENT 

O
range Coast College serves the educational needs of its diverse local and global community. 
The College empowers students to achieve their educational goals by providing high quality 
and innovative programs and services leading to academic degrees, college transfer, certificates 

in career and technical education, basic skills, and workforce development to enable lifelong learning.The 
college promotes student learning and development by fostering a respectful, supportive and participatory 
campus climate of student engagement and academic inquiry. 
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Message From  

the President
 
Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the 2016-17 edition of Orange Coast College’s Annual Report. We have many exciting new developments 
at the College to share with you. 

OCC’s campus has undergone a transformation in the past 18 months; in August we officially opened our new 
Recycling Center, doubling down on our commitment to create a more sustainable and eco-friendly campus, while 
also expanding on a vital community resource (see story page 14). The transformation of our campus will continue 
between now and 2020 with major projects that include a new student life building, College Center, English and 
Behavioral Sciences building, Olympic size swimming pool, and student housing facility, all of which are well under way 
in various planning stages. 

In the summer of 2016 we broke ground on OCC’s Planetarium, with construction beginning in earnest in April 
as the walls for the facility’s 129-seat immersive theater were erected, and then in June when the concrete 
dome was framed and poured (see page 12). In many ways, the Planetarium represents a vision for the future at 
OCC — as the world becomes more and more technologically advanced, our College is determined to remain a 
leader in science education in Orange County and beyond. 

Next year will mark the 70th anniversary of Orange Coast College, which 
welcomed its first class of approximately 500 students in the fall of 1948 (by 
comparison, this fall we welcomed approximately 24,000 students). Our campus 
has changed dramatically in the past seven decades, but one thing remains steadfastly 
the same: our mission of providing a high-quality education to all those who seek it. 

By all accounts, we are succeeding in this endeavor: in the pages of this Annual Report 
you will read about a California Community College Maker Implementation grant 
awarded to OCC that will equip our students with STEAM skills to succeed in today’s 
economy (page 35); a trip that OCC music students took to New York to perform in 
Carnegie Hall (page 30); and a partnership with an established jet aircraft operator that 
will provide scholarships for aviation students to pursue their goals (page 13). 

It goes without saying that many of the stories of student success that you will find in the pages of this report would 
not have been possible without the commitment and hard work of thousands of OCC employees, as well as the 
generous support of our community partners and donors. I want to thank you for your continued commitment 
to helping OCC remain the standard of excellence in higher education, and I look forward to many more years of 
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continued success. 

Regards, 

Dennis Harkins, Ph.D. 
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Meet Coast 
Colleges’ New 
Chancellor Dr. 
John Weispfenning 

After a long and intensive search, the Coast Community College District welcomed John Thomas Weispfenning 
Ph.D. as its newest Chancellor in April 2016. Dr. Weispfenning — who was vice president of instruction at Orange 
Coast College from 2012 until 2014, and later served as president of Santiago Canyon College — succeeded 

Interim Chancellor Gene Farrell. 

Weisfpenning, a former dean of instruction at Santiago Canyon College and dean of academic affairs and associate 
professor in the Department of Communication at Otterbin University in Westerville, Ohio, is the author of two dozen-
plus scholarly publications and papers related to working with media organizations, processes and content. He has 
been noted for his published work in the Journal of Communication, Mass Communication Quarterly, and Mass Comm 
Review and brings his experience as a journalist and broadcaster with radio stations throughout the Midwest to the Coast 
District. 

The native North Dakotan has years of experience in a,nd knowledge of, the California Community College 
System. Weispfenning served on the Executive Board of the California Community Colleges Chief Instructional 
Officers and on the Executive Board of the Council of Chief Librarians of the California Community Colleges. 

“As an academic leader at at both Orange 
Coast College and Santiago Canyon 
College, John Weispfenning has a 
firm understanding of the Coast 

Community College District’s student 
populations. He also has a strong 
connection to the District’s surrounding 
communities. These two facets will be 
key in moving the District forward with 
our vision focused on student success,” 
said Board President David A. Grant. 

Weispfenning received his doctorate from 
Purdue University and earned his Master 
of Science in Communication from North 
Dakota State University. He also earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Mass Communication from 
Minnesota State University, Moorhead. 

Board of Trustees 

COAST COMMUNITY DISTRICT 
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Message from 
Bill Wood/  
Doug Bennett 

Dear Friends of Orange Coast College: 

Since 1985, the Orange Coast College Foundation has built a legacy of providing support for programs and projects that 
benefit OCC students. We are particularly grateful to the generous donors acknowledged in this report. 

Their gifts — totaling more than $11.2 million from Jan. 1, 2016 thru June 30, 2017 — have benefited students through 
funding for the new OCC Planetarium, the Sue & Bill Gross Career/Technical Education Scholarships, the Dixon Family 
Arts Fund, a new AstroTurf baseball field, support of the College’s performing and visual arts, gifts to the College’s 

other programs and projects. 

• 

• 

•
 
for deserving OCC Philosophy students (see story on page 11)
 

•
 
baseball field at Pirate Park.
 

As we look ahead to 2018, the completion and grand opening of the new OCC Planetarium next fall is sure to be a 
highlight of the year. The Planetarium project, which was initiated by the OCC Foundation Board of Directors in 2008, 
will be a one-of-a-kind learning destination that will serve the campus and the Orange County community, both through 
college-level courses and field trips for elementary school students. In February, OCC Baseball Coach John Altobelli’s 
Pirates will start their season on a new AstroTurf field funded by an anonymous donor. The field and the improvements 
currently underway at Pirate Park will provide OCC players and fans with the best community college baseball experience 
in California. 

We hope that you enjoy reading about the new and exciting developments at Orange Coast College, many of which are 
made possible by the support of our many generous donors and their gifts that benefit the students at OCC. 

C. William “Bill” Wood 
Chair, Orange Coast College Foundation Executive Director, Orange Coast College Foundation 
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nationally renowned School of Sailing and Seamanship, the recently completed OCC Recycling Center, and a myriad of 

The past 18 months have been the most financially successful period in the OCC Foundation’s 30-plus year history — 
between October 2016 and September 2017, the OCC Foundation received four $1 million gifts! 

Just over $1 million from the trust of Jane Hilgendorf, longtime women’s volleyball coach / Dean 
of Physical Education and Athletics to support an athletics endowment, the Friends of the OCC 
Library endowment and women’s volleyball scholarships. (see story on page 10) 

$1 million from OCC emeritus faculty member Mary McChesney to sponsor the Foucault 
Pendulum in the new OCC Planetarium. (see story on page 5) 

$1.8 million from the estate of 38-year faculty member Professor David Johnston for scholarships 

More than $1.5 million from an anonymous donor to support the installation of AstroTurf on the 

Sincerely, 

Doug Bennett 
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Sue and Bill Gross Donate 
$240,000 to Support Technical 
Education at OCC 

The Orange Coast College Foundation received 
a gift $240,000 from the Sue and Bill Gross 
Foundation, to establish a “Sue and Bill Gross 

Scholars” program that 
will support students 
pursuing career and 
technical education (CTE) 
at OCC. The gift not only 
benefits students who find 
themselves in the “forgotten 
middle” — students who 
have financial need but are 
ineligible for a full Pell Grant 

to make the connection betweenor other financial assistance SUE & BILL GROSS 
the success of OCC students as it 
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to pay for college — CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION relates to our regional economy.” 
but also will serve 
as a boon to the SCHOLARS PROGRAM During the demonstration phase 
regional economy, ORANGE COAST COLLEGE FOUNDATION of the Sue and Bill Gross Scholars 
which has seen 

a shortage in 

skilled workers in 

recent years. 


“Many of Orange Coast College’s CTE programs fill 
a vital need in Orange County’s local economy for a 
skilled workforce and we’re excited to be a part of that,” 
says Gross Family Foundation President Sue Gross. 
“However, for many students limited financial resources 
hinder their ability to complete coursework and find 
employment. Our hope is that these scholarships will 
alleviate those financial barriers.” 

The Sue and Bill Gross Scholars program will provide 
scholarship support to students in CTE programs that 
lead to jobs in skilled occupations for which employment 
prospects are strong. 

These programs can be completed in two years or less 
and, upon completion, offer students the opportunity to 
earn a living wage or more in Orange County. 

The Grosses established a similar scholarship program 
at Saddleback College in 2014, giving 80 students there 
a chance to earn a scholarship that would prepare them 
for skilled jobs. “Sue has always been a champion of the 

community college system, especially when it leads the 
student directly to a good paying job,” says Bill Gross. 

“We are very excited to team 
up with Bill and Sue Gross in 
supporting our Career and 
Technical Education students 
as they pursue a rewarding and 
successful career path,” says OCC 
President, Dr. Dennis Harkins. 
“We hope that this generous 
contribution will inspire other local 
business leaders to see the value 
of investing in CTE progams, and 

Program, OCC’s Foundation will 
focus on CTE programs that hold 
the greatest promise of immediate 

employment, including Respiratory Therapy, Diagnostic 
Medical Sonography, Culinary Arts, the Professional 
Mariners Training Program, Welding Technology, and 
Manufacturing Technology. 

Scholarships will be available to current OCC students, 
veterans, displaced workers, and other adult learners 
who possess a high school diploma or general 
education development credential and are currently 
enrolled in the above CTE programs. Graduating high 
school students who demonstrate an early commitment 
to a specific career pathway also will be eligible to apply 
for a scholarship through the program. 

Scholarship recipients will be required to maintain a 2.5 
GPA or better and to register full time in a designated 
CTE program. Scholarship award amounts will cover 
expenses for fees, books, supplies, Career Work 
Experience (CWE) and other college-related expenses 
excluding room and board, and students who receive a 
scholarship for more than one year must demonstrate 
satisfactory academic progress towards completion of a 
CTE program. 

OCC Annual Report 2016-2017 4 



 

 

           

‘The 
Promise 
For An 
Exciting 
Future’ 
Each year, when it comes time for retired Spanish 

professor Mary McChesney to choose the students 
who will receive one of the scholarships she funds for 

Orange Coast College’s annual Honor’s Night, she has two 
requests — the first is she wants to see the applications of 
those who weren’t chosen the first time around. 

The second is that she wants to remain anonymous. 

“I have always worked closely with the scholarship 
committees, and I ask them to send me about a dozen 
people who meet my qualifications,” McChesney says. “I read 
the applications, and it gets so you can read between the 
lines — you can see who really needs the scholarship. What 
I’m looking for is someone who has real financial needs and 
realistic goals.” 
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the project, and the Foundation’s Board 
of Directors saw their chance. With OCC 
President and current Coast Community 
College District Board of Trustees Chairman 
Dave Grant and astronomy professor Nick 
Contopoulos championing the cause, 
the Foundation has set a goal of raising 
enough money to fund operating costs for 
the Planetarium in perpetuity. To date, the 
Planetarium Campaign has raised more 
than $2.6 million toward that goal, and with 
the $18 million construction costs paid for 
by Measure M, the realization of OCC’s 
Planetarium is closer than ever. 

Old Friends 
For McChesney, the building of a 
Planetarium is a worthy endeavor for a 
College that played such a large role in  
her life. 

“When I joined the faculty of Orange Coast 
College in 1950, I became a part of brother 
and sister scholars who loved to teach. 
That was the best decision I ever made,” 
McChesney says. 

“I do remember when I first came down 
and I looked at those old army barracks, I 
was not very impressed. I was teaching at 
Berkeley at the time. But, I was impressed 
with Dr. Peterson, himself a Berkeley 
graduate,” she says. “In fact, I became 
much in awe of him. I returned to Berkeley 
and spoke with people who knew Dr. It’s that pragmatic approach that likely propelled 

Peterson. ‘If Orange Coast College is being built by BasilMcChesney to gift $1 million this past summer toward 
H. Peterson,’ they told me, ‘you can bet it will becomeOCC’s Planetarium, a decade-long dream of the 
one of the finest junior colleges in the country.’” College’s Foundation Board of Directors. The building of 

a new Planetarium to serve as a premier science center 
in Orange County was 
undertaken as a project 
initiative by the OCC 
Foundation in 2008, but 
when the recession hit, 
fundraising stalled. 

It wasn’t until voters 
approved a new bond for 
construction on Coast 
campuses that new 
life was breathed into 

OCC Annual Report 2016-2017 

It’s a sentiment that Grant shares, and he and his former 

“When I joined the faculty of Orange Coast 

College in 1950, I became a part of brother 

and sister scholars who loved to teach. That 

was the best decision I ever made.” 

professor have remained 
close since he was her 
student in the 1950s. 
Each year, it’s Grant who 
hands out McChesney’s 
scholarships at Honor’s 
Night. “Even though it’s 
anonymous I always tell 
them who it really came 
from,” he says. 
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She was an ambulance driver, 
a shoemaker, a nurse and 
switchboard operator, and … an 

Orange Coast College professor. 

Born in Germany just after World 
War I, the late Adalyn “Lyn” Bonin 
lived a life marked by adventure and, 
at times, tragedy. Bonin, who was 
Jewish, served in the British Army as 
an ambulance driver on the front lines 
in North Africa and Italy during WWII 
before immigrating to the United States 
in 1948. Her parents both perished in a 
transport to Auschwitz. 

After moving to the U.S., Bonin held 
a number of jobs, including as a sales 
clerk, medical assistant and school 
bus driver, before enrolling at Riverside 
Community College where she would 
receive her Associates degree at age 35. From there she went to 
UC Riverside where she received a Bachelors degree in German, 
and later received a masters in German from University of 
California, Los Angeles and a doctorate from Nova University. 

Bonin also completed additional graduate work at UC Berkeley, 
the University of Wisconsin and Goethe Institute in Munich. 

In the fall of 1959, at the age of 39, Bonin was hired at OCC to 
teach German. She would stay at Coast for 24 years before retiring in 
1983. She served as the director of the College’s Foreign Languages 
Lab and spent two terms on the Academic Senate, in addition to many 
other volunteer positions. 

“Years ago,” she said during a 1979 interview with an OCC campus 
publication, “people used to describe the U.S. as a country whose 
streets were lined with gold. I believe the gold is still present. Only in 
the United States could an individual like myself, with no high school 
diploma, succeed in completing a doctorate and teach at a college.” 
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And it was Grant who first showed 
McChesney the renderings of the facility 
that he had dreamed of building for years 
— a Planetarium that would be unlike 
anything else in Orange County, and which 
would inspire students of all ages to turn 
their imaginations toward the stars. 

“When I saw the picture of the Planetarium, 
I found it simply beautiful, and I wanted to 
be a part of it,” she says. 

Foucault 
Pendulum 
McChesney’s gift will fund the 
Planetarium’s Foucault Pendulum, and 
was made in honor of her longtime partner 
and retired OCC German professor Adelyn 
Bonin, who passed away in 2016 and 
taught at Coast for 24 years (see sidebar). 

“I know Lyn would be happy to do this. 
This is half hers,” McChesney says. “I like 
to think she sees what we’re doing, and 
she approves.” 

OCC’s Foucault Pendulum will be one 
of only a few in the state, and the only 
Foucault Pendulum in Orange County. 
The pendulum — which is powered by 
an electromagnet and demonstrates the 
rotation of the earth — will be located in 
the Planetarium’s exhibit hall, alongside 
a Science on a Sphere National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration display globe. 

“I have grown old, but my love for this 
College is very much alive. Here is the 
promise for an exciting future,”  
McChesney says. 

OCC Annual Report 2016-2017 7 

Are you interested in supporting Orange Coast College’s mission but feel overwhelmed by the thought of writing 
another check or relinquishing your assets today? A simple, flexible and versatile way to make a gift is to include 
OCC in your will or living trust, known as a charitable bequest. By including a bequest to the Orange Coast College 
Foundation in your will or living trust, you will be leaving a lasting legacy that will benefit Coast students for years to 
come. For information on how to include the OCC Foundation in your will or trust please contact Doug Bennett, at  
(714) 432-5126 or dbennett@cccd.edu, or visit our website at www.occ.gift-planning.org 

Legacy

mailto:dbennett@cccd.edu
http://orangecoastcollege.plannedgiving.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact on Local Business Community 

& Return On Investment to Taxpayers 

OCC’s total impact on the Coast Community College District economy was $693.2 million in gross regional  

product (GRP), equal to 1.5% of the region’s GRP. 

OCC Payroll & Expenses OCC Increases Tax 
Support Local Businesses Revenue 

•	 Approximately 93% of OCC’s students remain in 
California upon completing their educational goals. 
As students earn more, they pay higher taxes. 
Employers also pay higher taxes through their 

education are statistically less likely to have poor 
health habits, commit crimes, or claim welfare or 

•	 As a result, taxpayers in the state of California will 
see a present value of $22.9 million in savings to 
government over the students’ working careers. 

OCC is a Solid Investment 
for state and local 
Taxpayers 
•	 State and local taxpayers in California paid $103.4 

million to support the operations of OCC. 

•	 For every $1 of public money spent on OCC, 
taxpayers receive a cumulative return of $3.40 over 
the course of students’ working lives in the form of 
higher tax receipts and public sector savings. 

•	 Taxpayers see an annual return of 10.4% on their 
investment in OCC. This return compares favorably 
with the 1.1% discount rate used by the federal 
government to appraise long-term investments. 

OCC Annual Report 2016-2017 

OCC employed 1,064 full-time and part-time faculty 
and staff, with an annual payroll of $84.9 million. Much 
of this was spent in the Coast Community College 
District to purchase groceries, clothing, and other 
household goods and services. 

The College is itself a buyer of goods and services and 
spent another $58.9 million to support its operations 
during the analysis year. 

The net impact of College payroll and expenses in the 
Coast Community College District was $94 
million in GRP. 

receipts. 

OCC Students Boost 
Local Spending 
The expenditures of these students added 
approximately $95 million in GRP to the region 

during the analysis year. 

OCC Training Sustains a 
Skilled Workforce 
The effect of former OCC students on the regional 
economy amounted to $504.1 million in GRP. 

increased output and spending. 

• Over the students’ working lives, state and local 
government in California will collect a present 
value of $331.1 million in the form of higher tax 

OCC Reduces 
Government Costs 
• OCC students who achieve higher levels of 

unemployment benefits. 

$93 
MILLION 

Operatioms 
spending 
impact 

$95 
MILLION 

Impact of 
student spending 

$504 
MILLION 
Alumni impact 

$693.2 
MILLION 
Total Impact 
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Return On Investment to Students
 
Education Increases 
People’s Earning 
Potential 
• Average annual earnings increase as students attain 

• 

Education is One of 
the Best Investments 
Students and Their 
Families Can Make 
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higher levels of education. On average, associate’s 
degree completers in the Coast Community College 
District will earn $46,700 at the midpoint of their 
careers, $11,900 more than someone with a high 
school diploma. 

Associate’s degree completers will earn 
$2,008,100 (undiscounted) over their working 
lifetime, an increase of $511,700 compared to 
someone with a high school diploma. 

• OCC’s students will receive an average annual rate 
of return of 14% on their investment in the College. 
This rate of return continues throughout their 
working lives. 

• Had students and their families taken the money 
they spent on education and invested it instead in 
a standard bank savings account, they would have 
received a rate of return of less than 1%. 

• On average, OCC’s students will receive a 
cumulative $3.60 in higher future  
earnings for every $1 they invested  
in their education.$46,700 w/Associates Degree 

$34,800 w/HS Diploma only 

Average Annual 
Earnings 

$2,008,100 w/Associates Degree 
$1,496,400 w/HS Diploma only 

Average Lifetime 
Earnings 



 

 

Pirates dedicate 
gym floor to 
Jane Hilgendorf 

In late September, Orange Coast College took time 
to honor and dedicate the Peterson Gym floor to 
former longtime coach, administrator and lifelong 

friend of the Pirates, the late Jane Hilgendorf. 

“It was great to see so many members of her family and 

friends as well as so many former co-workers of hers 

take the time to be here for this event,” OCC Athletic 

Director Jason Kehler said. “She will forever be a Pirate, 

not just on the gymnasium floor, but throughout this 

department.”
 

Hilgendorf began her OCC career in the fall of 1970 as 

a P.E. instructor, but not as a coach. Her first coaching 

stint began in 1971 when she helped develop OCC’s 

co-ed volleyball team. Two years later, Hilgendorf took 
 “She will forever be a Pirate, not just on 

the gymnasium floor, but throughout 

this department.” 
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over the Pirate women’s program and over the 
next 18 years, she helped build one of the more 
successful programs in all of California community 
college athletics. 

10 OCC Annual Report 2016-2017 



           

Over that span, Hilgendorf compiled a 233-100 record 
and helped guide the Pirates to 15 playoff appearances 
in 19 years, five conference titles and three state 
championships (1978, 1980, 1982). 

Hilgendorf passed away on March 27, 2016 at the age 
of 74, but her memory will forever live on throughout 
Orange Coast College, thanks to an incredible 
$1,012,500 donation following her passing. Per her 
requests, 75 percent will be donated to OCC Athletics, 
while the remaining 25percent will go to the Friends of 
the OCC Library. Additionally, $20,000 was received 
from the trust for a scholarship benefitting outstanding 
transferring OCC women’s volleyball players. 

Hilgendorf’s generosity has already made an impact in 
the Pirate women’s volleyball community. At last year’s 
Women’s Volleyball Honors Night, OCC sophomore 
setter Measha Lindstrand was the first-ever honoree of 
the Jane Hilgendorf Scholarship ($1,000) and is now 
attending Hope International University. 

Following her coaching career, Hilgendorf moved to the 
administrative side of the Athletics Department, where 
she was the Assistant Athletic Director for seven years 
(1991-1998), and the Dean of Physical Education and 
Athletics – as well as Athletic Director – for three years 
(1998-2001). 

In addition to her work on the OCC campus, Hilgendorf 
also was a member of the state Commission on 
Athletics from 1981-1987 and was the president of the 
Orange Empire Conference in 1998. 

Hilgendorf’s tireless work with the Pirates earned her an 
induction into the Orange Coast College Athletics Hall 
of Fame in 2007. 

“Jane absolutely loved Orange Coast College,” former 
coach and athletic director Barbara Bond said of 
her longtime co-worker in a statement. “She worked 
tirelessly as athletic director and dean to improve 
the athletic programs and improve the competitive 
experience for the OCC students. She was also one 
of the pioneers for women’s athletics at the state level, 
ushering in Title IX and its impact on women’s sports 
throughout the California community colleges.” 

OCC Receives 
Largest 
Donation in 
Foundation’s 
History From 
Late Philosophy 
Professor 

This year, the Orange 
Coast College 
Foundation received 

the largest donation in its 
32-year history — a gift of 
$1.8 million from the estate 
of late philosophy professor 
David Johnston to establish 
the M.F. & Marvel Monia 
Johnston Scholarship 
Fund. 

The gift will provide 
scholarships for financially 
deserving philosophy 
students, with the first 
grants set to be awarded at 
the College’s Honor’s Night 
in May 2018. In addition 
to his gift benefiting OCC 
philosophy students, Johnston left an equal bequest to 
UC Berkeley for students majoring in philosophy. 

Johnston passed away at the age of 81 in February 
2016. A Nebraska native, he joined the OCC faculty in 
1960 after he completed a Masters in Humanities at San 
Francisco State College and a Bachelor’s in Philosophy 
at UC Berkeley. He taught at OCC until 1998, during 
which time he challenged his students to question how 
they intuitively view the world. 

“David was my philosophy professor in 1965 and 
colleague for 30 years,” says retired OCC Sociology 
Professor Terry Timmins. “When I greeted him in the 
morning with a ‘Good Morning, David,’ he would often 
reply with ‘What do you think?’ I would have to stop 
and think: ‘What was I thinking?’ David, always the 
consummate philosophy professor … Now I’m thinking 
‘Rest in Peace’ my friend, colleague and teacher.” 
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Planetarium Update 

As 2017 comes to a close, OCC’s 
Planetarium is under construction 
and well on its way to hit its target 

opening date of Fall 2018. Last summer, 
the concrete dome for the Planetarium’s 
129-seat immersive theater was framed 
and poured, giving shape to what will 
surely become a unique and iconic 
landmark in Orange County. 

During the Fall 2017 semester, exterior 
walls for the Planetarium’s offices and 
lobby have gone up, as well as framing for 
the facility’s exhibit hall, which will house 
a Foucault Pendulum and a National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) Science on a Sphere globe that 
will display weather patterns from around 
the world. 

To stay up to date on new 
developments and see a live 
construction feed for OCC’s 
Planetarium, visit 
www.orangecoastcollege.edu/ 
planetarium 

http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/Foundation/Pages/Planetarium-Campaign.aspx
http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/Foundation/Pages/Planetarium-Campaign.aspx


           

 

OC Board Supervisor Presents 

Certificates of Achievement to 

Clay Lacy Scholarship Winners
 

In early June, Clay Lacy Aviation 
announced that it would 
establish a scholarship fund for 

OCC students looking to earn their 

pilot’s license. For student pilot 

Lex Lizotte, the help funding flight 

lessons is a much-needed weight 

off his shoulders. 


“This scholarship will help me 

progress my private pilot learning 

and also progress my flight hours 

to hopefully get me up to my first 

solo, which means a lot,” Lizotte 

says. “I’ve been working hard ever 

since I arrived at Orange Coast 

College, and I’ve been trying to 

save up some money to schedule 

time to fly. When I was told I had 

received a scholarship, I couldn’t believe it. I was  

so happy.”
 

Lizotte, of Huntington Beach, California, aspires to 
become a pilot for a major cargo company like FedEx. 

OCC’s aviation program is highly regarded, with 
curriculum that allows students to earn their Associate 
of Science degree in addition to their private, instrument 
and commercial pilot licenses. The program is known 
for being an affordable option for flight training in Orange 
County; in addition to being approximately 30 percent 
more cost effective than comparable programs in 
the area, students have access to two Redbird flight 
simulators that offer a chance to accrue some required 
hours at a fraction of the cost of traditional flying 
lessons. Graduates from OCC’s Aviation program often 
go on to complete their studies at a four-year university 
or pursue a certified instructor rating, which allows them 
to teach others to fly. 

“Orange County is fortunate to have a collegiate aviation 
program,” says Scott Cutshall, Vice President of 
Marketing with Clay Lacy Aviation and a life-long Orange 
County resident who learned to fly at John Wayne 
airport. “We are delighted to be able to help the next 
generation of aviators pursue their passion of flight.” 

ANNUAL 
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2017Lizotte, along with scholarship recipient Soraya 

Eftekhari, were notified in September that they 
would receive a commendation from Orange 
County Board Supervisor Michelle Steel. 

Steel, who represents Orange County’s second district, 
presented certificates of achievement to the student 
pilots at Atlantic Aviation at John Wayne Airport on Sept. 
19. “It is inspiring to see local students with a strong 
passion for flight,” she said. “I am delighted to join with 
Clay Lacy in honoring these remarkable future pilots.” 

Dr. Stanley Harriman who teaches and runs OCC’s 
aviation pilot training program, and Dean of Technology 
Dan Shrader were on hand to watch the students 
receive their recognition. Supervisor Steel congratulated 
both for “building such an outstanding aviation school 
here in Orange County.” 

Upon graduation from OCC, both Lizotte and Eftekhari 
will have earned an Associate of Science degree and 
private pilot’s license, and both plan to complete their 
aviation education and pilot certifications at a four-year 
institution. Eftekhari currently lives in Newport Beach, 
but grew up in Switzerland. Her goal is to fly and train 
other pilots in seaplanes. 
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OCC Recycling Center Takes 
Sustainability to the Next Level 
Orange Coast College officially opened the doors of its new Recycling Center in early September in a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony that brought members from every corner of the Costa Mesa community together. 

Costa Mesa Councilmember Katrina Foley sits on a plot of land just east of the new center, and will 


was on hand to witness the event, along with be demolished in the upcoming months. 


officials from the Costa Mesa Sanitary District, 

“The entire goal of our 

and representatives from program when it started 
the U.S. Green Building “To be able to be an example, both to the was that recycling would 

Council, CalRecycle and 
 be so commonplace, and 
architecture firm Dougherty collegiate community and the community 	 that we’d get our message 
+ Dougherty. Several across so well, that we 
Coast Community College at large, puts OCC at the forefront of being would essentially put 
District trustees also were ourselves out of business,”

environmentally responsible.” in attendance, including 	 says OCC Environmental 

Sustainability Coordinator 
board chairman 

Mike Carey. “That obviously hasn’t been the case. Dave Grant and trustees Lorraine Prinsky and 
Presently there are no other recycling centers in Costa Jerry Patterson. 
Mesa and Newport Beach.” 


OCC’s new recycling facility expands on the 

Carey, who has run OCC’s recycling program since popular community resource, which originally 
1985, was instrumental in the design, development andopened in 1970. The former Recycling Center 
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construction of the new center, and received one of 
OCC’s highest employee recognitions at the event for 
his efforts, the Hanging of the Orange. 

“One of the hardest things that we ask people on 
this campus to do is build buildings,” said Executive 
Director of College Advancement Doug Bennett at 
the reception. “Mike has done a great job and we’re 
pleased to honor [his] work in building this building with 
this year’s Hanging of the Orange.” 

OCC’s Recycling Center includes more square footage 
than its predecessor, including two classrooms funded 
by Janet and Cliff Ronnenberg, which the College 
plans to use for classes that explore subjects related to 
sustainability (see sidebar). 

“It’s been a longtime goal of mine to integrate 
education into our program on an official basis,” 
says Carey. “The classrooms were built with the 
environment in mind, and we’re hoping to host all of 
our environmental studies and environmental science 
classes there.”  

The new center also increases parking at the facility, 
from eight spots to 45, and includes men’s and 
women’s showers to encourage bicycle commuting 
among employees, solar tube lights, solar panels, and 
planter beds that will be used to teach community 
members about composting and organic farming. 

Carey plans to seek the highest LEED (Leadership in 
Environmental and Energy Design) certification for the 
facility, in addition to SITES (Sustainable Sites Initiative) 
certification for landscaping and TRUE Zero Waste 
certification, making OCC’s Recycling Center the only 
facility in the world with all three of those designations. 

“Each of these certifications as a standalone 
certification is a big accomplishment,” Carey says. 
“To be able to be an example, both to the collegiate 
community and the community at large, puts OCC at 
the forefront of being environmentally responsible.” 

The Recycling Center not only provides a valuable 
service to the local community, it also returns all profits 
to the Associate Students of Orange Coast College, 
which uses the funds for campus programs that 
directly benefit students, and employs several students 
workers each semester. 

For more information about the Recycling Center, 
including hours of operation, visit 
www.orangecoastcollege.edu/recycling 

Ronnenberg
Center for 
Environmental 
Sustainability 

When OCC re-opened a newer, 
bigger and better Recycling Center 
in early fall, it featured something 

that Environmental Sustainability Coordinator 
Mike Carey had dreamed of for a long time: 
classrooms. 
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The Ronnenberg Center for Environmental Sustainability 
includes two eco-friendly classrooms, and was made 
possible through a generous $500,000 donation from Janet 
and Clifford Ronnenberg, of Newport Beach. 

The Ronnenbergs have deep roots in environmentalism in 
Orange County — Clifford Ronnenberg is the chairman, chief 
executive and founder of CR&R Inc. in Stanton. Janet Terrell-
Ronnenberg — who describes herself as a “conservationist 
at heart” — was a longtime customer of OCC’s Recycling 
Center during her 30 years living in Costa Mesa and has 
served as a board member for OCC’s Foundation for the 
past 15 years. 

“OCC’s Recycling Center is obviously a leader in the nation, 
but it’s also such an important part of our community here 
in Costa Mesa, especially for anyone like myself who is 
interested in teaching their children about environmental 
issues,” Janet Ronnenberg says. “We all have an obligation 
and responsibility to care for the Earth and part of that is 
reaching out into the community and educating the next 
generation about sustainability.” 
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THANK

Orange Coast College and 

the Orange Coast College 

Foundation are appreciative 

of the continuing donations from the 

community in support of OCC students.

The Orange Coast College Foundation 

has a legacy of financial prudence and 

responsibility. Gifts are managed with 

the fiduciary oversight ensuring the 

Foundation provides OCC students with 

the help they need. 
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SEP. 
2016 

Coast 

names the Dick 


Tucker Football Field in a 

ceremony before the Pirates’ first 


home game on Sept. 17, 2016. Tucker 

coached at OCC for 23 seasons and served 

as the school’s athletic director for 10 years 

before retiring in 1995. Along the way he 

guided the Pirates to two national titles as 

well as four conference championships 

and six postseason/bowl appearances. 

His 129 career wins is the most 

in OCC history.
 

YOU
 
The 


dedication ceremony 

for the Dennis Kelly Public 


Aquarium caps the career of one 

of Orange Coast College’s most highly 


regarded professors. Named for the man 

who was hired as the first aquarium director 

in 1974, the Dennis Kelly Aquarium boasts 

approximately 35 tanks and a total volume 


exceeding 4,000 gallons, making it the 

largest (and possibly only) student-run 


aquarium in the country. 

OCT. 
2016 
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Elizabeth Steele+ $1Million 
The Rallis Foundation 

Estate of David Johnston William & Sue Gross 
Estate of Jane Hilgendorf Family Foundation 
Mary McChesney 
Tres Gordo Sailing LLC $50,001 -$100,000 

Anonymous $500,001 - $999,999 
Michael Christian 

Ardell Yacht & Ship Brokers Jay Myers 
Cita Litt Sally Pascoe 
James Swartz Pepsi Bottling Group, LLC 
Victor Wild Daniel Rebello 
Barbara Wolfe Betty Yost 

$250,001 -$500,000 $25,001 - $50,000 
Estate of Giles T. Brown Cal State Fullerton  
John & Adrienne Garrison Philanthropic Foundation 
Nelson D. Jones Robert Filter 
Andy Rasdal Foundation For The Carolinas 

Kaiser Permanente $100,000 -250,000 
National Charity League, Juniors 

ASOCC Winifred W. Rhodes 
Peter & Linda Bretschger 
CR & R Incorporated 
Estate of Marion Dixon 
Gene Haas Foundation 
Harriet E. Pfleger The

Foundation 
College’s theatre Jay Janov 

department presents anJeffery Shew 
adaptation of Bert Brecht’s “The Good 
Person of Setzuan” as part of the OCC 

Theatre for Social Justice series. The play 
tells the story of a young prostitute who is 

determined to lead a good and moral life, in 
spite of an economic boon that leads to 

hard choices. 

NOV.
 
2016
 

Jerrell Richards 
Jesse Salem 
Steve Sellinger 
Richard Seward 

$10,001 - $25,000 
Barnes & Noble Booksellers 
Richard & Lynette Berg 
Clay Lacy Aviation 
Thomas Corkett 
Bill & Wynndi Dahlin 
Demars Collins Trust 
Foundation for California  

Community Colleges 
Dana Jon Gardner 
Steve Guentz 
Jeff Hutter 
H. Gilbert Jones 
Willis & Judith Longyear 
Lorance Lisle Foundation 
Bob McCaffrey 
Randy Nickel 
Orange County Wine Society 
Pacific Life Foundation 
Sandra Segerstrom Daniels 
Daniel Shrader 
Ricardo Soto 
Waltmar Foundation 
E. Justin Wilson 

$5,001 - $10,000 
Claudia Ackley 
All Pro Championships 
Altraco 
American Endowment Foundation 
Applied Medical 
Bivar 
Casey Family Foundation 
Costa Mesa Foundation - Concerts  

in the Park 
Jeffrey Dimsdale 
Estate of Donna Moore 
Clyde Foss 
Mark Kovaletz 
Kathleen McKay 
Brian & Denise Mock 
Carleton Morgan 
Kent & Nancy Mueller 
Sabourin Enterprises 
Marilyn Sion 
SS Metal Fabricators 
Anne Stewart 

$2,501 - $5,000 
ABS Foundation, Inc 
Douglas Bennett 
Mary Lynn Bergman-Rallis 
Biscuit Filmworks 
John & Yasuko Bush ANNUAL 
Kelly & Kim Christensen 
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DEC.
 
2016
 

The 

College hosted 


40 highly competitive 

two- and four-year colleges at the 


Pacific Southwest Collegiate Forensics 

Association Fall Championship Tournament. 
Schools in attendance included University 

of California Los Angeles, Arizona State 

University and Moorpark College. OCC’s 


Speech, Debate, and Theater team 

placed 2nd overall.
 

OCC Annual Report 2016-2017    17 



JAN.
 
2017
 

The 

Orange Coast College 


dance team takes home the 

top prize in the open pom competition 


at the 2017 Universal Dance Association 

(UDA) College Dance Team National 

Championships in Orlando, Florida. 

It was the 20th national title for the  

College’s highly competitive cheer and 

dance program, which holds tryouts 


each year in late spring.
 

Barbara Bullard 
Carlos & Marta Cabral 
California Community Foundation 
Kat Carroll 
Delores Cinquegrani 
Christopher Clifton 
Coast Community College District 

Foundation 
Community Initiatives 
Conquest Seal Corp 
Jo Ann Copp 
Costa Mesa Women’s Club 
CST Construction 
Eric Cuellar 
Joe Decoma 
Robert & Van Dees 
John Dickinson 
Sharon Donoff 
Rendell Drew 
Chuck & Kathy Dubourdieu 
Margaret Elder 
Curtis Fleming 
Norm Fricker 

The 
College’s Student 

William & Hilary Goldner 
David Grant 
Florence Hanchett 
Harriet Lewis Pallette Photography 
Laird & Margaret Hayes 
Scott & Amy Hellman 
Lorraine Henry 
Arianna Huffington 
Iconic Group Inc. 
Jessie Rees Foundation 
Huw & Esther John 
Marshall & Dolores C Johnson 
Cheryl L. Jupiter 
Michael & Susan Klein 
Jimmy Kuo 
Kathryn Lang 
Betty Jane Lang 
John Lenanton 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
Lincoln Body & Paint Inc. 
Bower Enterprises, Inc. Little Pickle 
LLBO Special Revenue 

Shirley Chung 
LeRoy Couts 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
Patrick Declusin 
Steven Dempster 
Donalda M. Pelletier Foundation 
Brack Duker 
E & M Inc. 
Earl Echelberry 
Estate of Monta Lee Harvey 
Gary & Mary West Foundation 
Samuel & Leticia Goglanian 
Harbor Beach Div77 Scholarship 

Foundation 
Jamboree Management 
Gary James 
Judy & Don Johnson 
Joan Kitchens 
Kiwanis Club of Costa Mesa 
Renee Kubiak 
Matz Properties, Inc 
Daniel McCarthy 
Marianne Messina 
Paul Mitchell 
Carol Moore 
Orange Coast Aquatic Conference Inc. 

ANNUAL 
REPORT 

2016 
2017
 

Orange County Community 
Foundation 

Orange County’s United Way 
Orthopedic Specialty Institute Medical 

Group of Orange County 
Lorraine Prinsky 
Rutan & Tucker 
Scholarship America 
Vida Shajie 
Smith-Walker Foundation 
Fred & Joyce Sparks 
Paul P. Stemler 
Geoffrey Strand 
Surterre Properties 
U S Water Taxi, Inc 
Celia Vanderpool 
Volcom 
Lilia Wilkes 
Sy Zahedi

 $1,001 - $2,500 
American Association of University 
Women Laguna Beach Foundation 
Anaheim/Orange County Hotel & 

Lodging Association 
Killeen Anderson 
Audiences Unlimited, Inc. 
Karen Baker 
Bryan Bayer 
Gillian Bidgood 
Vance & Robyn Bjorklund 
George & Esther Blanc 
James Blodgett 
Sue Brown 

Equity office and Multicultural 

Center host a series of events 


during the month of February in honor 

of Black History Month, including a Hip Hop 

Workshop, Open Mic Night, Art Gallery and 


several scholarly talks. 

FEB. 
2017 
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Dorothy McKee Scarbrough 
John McKee SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union 
Jane McLaughlin Dorothy Schrupp 
Tracee Mercadel Jason Shotell 
Mesa Verde Consulting, Inc Southern California Restaurant Writers 
Georgie Monahan Staff Pro Inc 
Patricia Moore Frederick Steadry 
Kate Mueller Susan G. Komen Foundation 
Music Teachers Assoc of California Stephen Tamanaha 

Orange County West Craig Tillman 
Irene Naesse Timeless Learning, Inc 
Hannah-Hanh Nguyen John & Trudie Town 
Madjid Niroumand Toyota Motor North America 
John Ochs Maria Traver 
Robin O’Connor Tulsa Rib Company, Inc. 
Kim Odenweller Tamara Van Duyne 
Orange County Fine Arts, Inc. Jacov Velasco 
Vinta Oviatt Walmart 
Steve and Liz Parker Teri Watson 
Clyde Phillips Annette Westerby 
Hasso Plattner Sandy Whiteside 
Pro Sport Physical Therapy Richard Wilson 
Constance Raub 
Cindi Reber-Bonhall 
Maryhelen Richey 
Alison Riggio 

OCCJoyce Rosendahl 
Nancy Ruyter hosts its first Giles 
Stuart Salot T. Brown Student Project and 
Teresa Research Symposium in the Frank 

M. Doyle Arts Pavilion. The Symposium 
gives students a chance to present the work 

they do inside or outside the classroom in 
three ways: with a poster, oral presentation or 

exhibition of work. 

MAR.
 
2017
 

Lynn Dixie Winfield Robert Ellis 
Jerry Wood Robert Heckrotte 
World Pet Association, Inc Steve Euler 

Robert Flaig
$501 - $1,000 Fountain Valley Chamber of 
David Badajoz Commerce 
Ted & Marsha Baker Scott & Carol Fullam 
Kevin Ballinger Garf’s Sports Lounge, Inc 
Heath & Robin Barker Dina Georgian 
Gregory & Judy Bartone Tara Giblin 
Basin Marine, Inc. Blade Gillissen 
Laura Behr Anthony Gilmore 
Bella Event Services Pat Gleason 
Budget Janitorial, Inc. Christopher Gwaltney 
Rhonda Burch L. Kevin & Nancy Hadden 
David Bush-Brown David Haiby 
Bruce Cary Mike Hall 
Louise Casey HB Wavecresters of ABWA 
Cham-Ya Inc Don Hilgendorf 
Mark Chanove Gerald & Alisa Hill 
Jason Ciaglo Tim Hodges 
Nancy Clayfield David & Gloria Holland 
Heather Codding Mike Hunter 
Commencement Flowers Richard & Cathe Hutchison 
Community Legal Advisors, Inc James Jorgensen 
Gregory Conner Eleanor Katz 
Barbara Cooper Mary Kennedy 
Costa Mesa Historical Society, Inc. Timothy & Ji Kinnear 
Jose Costas Bob Knight 
Jeffrey Davies Matthew & Lori Lambert 
Jillian Demello Cheri Lawell 
Alice Doppelhammer Judith Lecocq 
Thomas Dowling Patricia Loftus Lee
 
Driscoll Boat Works Wende Lightle
 
Jason & Lisa Elder Jack Lipton
 

APR.
 
2017
 

Orange 

Coast College hosts 


its inaugural OCC Pirate’s 

Plank Competition. The event is a 


competition much like the ABC’s Shark 

Tank show, with students pitching business 

ideas to a panel of judges to compete for 


prizes. Two students are awarded $500 to be 

used toward developing their ideas further.
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Long Beach Junior Crew Orange County Auto Team 
Los Altos Construction, Inc Orange County Concierge Association 
Dick & Jennifer Manoogian Marven Orem 
Marsh & McLennan Matching  Rich Pagel 

Gifts Program Greg Parker 
Richard Marston Josh & Nicky Parsons 
Olivia Martinez Keith Pershall 
Marcello & Emy Mastrocola Gordon Pershall 
Sandra Mattson Hue Thi Pham 
Jennifer McCallister Tom Pletts 
Debra McClure Sherana Polk 
Ed McDowell Rand Corporation 
Marilynn McEnary Don & Tammy Reindl 
Joseph McKnight Robert Richey 
James & Kathleen Melvin Irini Rickerson 
Charlene Metoyer David Ritchie 
Robert & Susan Midstokke Nancy Ross 
Lee Miller Terry & Erin Russell 
Minney’s Yacht Surplus Peter Ruth 
Craig & Heather Moothart Joan Salinger 
Curt & Nancy Moothart Eric & Tamara Salvio 
Jim Moreno Fred & Shelly Schardt 
Arabian Morgan Max & MarySchardt 
Kandis Morton Sawyer Schardt 
Tijai Nguyen Robert Schneiderman 
John & Regina Nielson Terry & Joyce Shibuya 
Kevin & Erin O’Neill Lon Stickney 

Earle Stubbs 
Alan Sudweeks

ANNUAL Joshua Tandy-McGlasson 
REPORT The Lab, LP 

Clay Tucker 2016 U. S. Food & Drug Administration 
John & Daurice Ulicki2017 
Arlene Vieau 

MAY
 
2017
 

OCC’s 

Women’s Tennis team 


defeats De Anza College 5-4 

to win the state title at the California 


Community College Athletic Association’s 

State Championships. 

The Orange Coast College men’s volleyball 

team bands together to win its seventh 


state championship, the team’s first 

since 2014. 

Volcom Clothing Beach Physicians Medical Group, Inc. 
Lewis Wake Seymour Beek 
David Warren Monte Bowe 
Wells Fargo Foundation Juergen Brinker 
Charles Wray Peter & Gretchen Brown 
Gary & Cheri Wu Craig Buccola 
Robert Zhe Deseree Burjakowsky 

Craig Buscemi
$251 - $500 Laurie Campbell 
Accuracy Environmental Llc Jennifer Chaiyakal 
D Adams Kathryn Chambers 
Richard & Roberta Adams Linda Chapman-Moeller 
Abraham & Alma Aguilar Diana Che 
Jon Allen Frank & Constance Clark 
American Collegiate  Jim Clarkson 

Rowing Association Ann Cleland 
Aquatic Life Felicia Coco 
Linda Bagatourian Susan Coleman 
Matt Baker Costa Mesa High School PTSA 
Walter Banoczi Costa Mesa Orange Coast Lions 
David & Ann Bartholomew Alta Cox 
Laurie Barton Sally Crystal 

OCC 

physics professor 


Arnold Guerra III is named the 

“Most Outstanding and Influential 


Professor” in the School of Physical 

Sciences at University of California, Irvine, 

where he teaches part time. The honor  

is bestowed on him by the graduating  


class of 2017.
 

JUN.
 
2017
 

OCC Annual Report 2016-2017 20 



Lesley Danziger 
Richard & Shirley Dayton 
Betsy Densmore 
Douglas & Angela Dickey 
Louis DiLieto 
Gregory Donald 
Dawn Driggs 
Rhona Driggs 
Sarah Dunn 
Laura Edwards 
Michael & Lucinda Egner 
Edward Elfenbein 
William Evans 
Regina Evans 
Benjamin Figueroa, Jr. 
First Bank 
George Fisher 
Myriam Forero 
James French 
Daniel Gabaldon 
Yolanda Gallo 
Alfred Gardner 
Marsha Garrison 
Samuel Ghaly 
Bryan & Carolynne 

Goodson 
Larry Graham 

Green Thumb Enterprises, Inc 
Greg & Katie Greene 
Lucille Haag 
Patricia Hadden 
William Hall 
Donald & Alisa Hankus 
Dennis Harkins 
Alice Hill 
Rush & Linda Hill 
Ernie Hnatiuk 
William & Susan Hockerson 
Kelly Holt 
HPI Architecture Inc 
Eleanor Huang 
Suzanne M. Jaglowski 
Danya Jang 
Taylor Jaramillo 
Shana Jenkins 
Jenkins Construction 
Kenneth & Jody Johnson 
Chad Jones 
Dennis Jones 

OCC’s 

horticulture 


department announces that 

it has an Amorphophallus Titanum, 
known as a “Corpse Flower,” set to 


bloom. The rare plant is known for its 

pungent odor, which many people liken to 


rotting flesh. The College’s Classified Senate 

organized a three-day viewing event  


for the bloom, raising $2,400 for 

student scholarships.
 

JUL.
 
2017
 

Ocie & Sarah Jones 
Sharon Jones 
Keith & Wendy Kam 
Dennis & Joanne Keith 
Kathleen Kelly 
Ted Koelsch 
Jacqueline Ledbetter 
Maria Del Pilar Lerma 
Gerald & Denise Lewis 
Daniel Licciardi 
Limonchi Construction 
Benjamin Lohman 
Keith Lumpkin 
Geoff & Jody Madsen 
Dolores Maxson 
Leslie McCall 
Patti McDonald 
Kim McKee 
Richard Minot 
David Morley 
Shannon Myers 
Joy Myers 
Jeanne Neil 
Network For Good 
Peter & Elizabeth Nevins 
Newport Rib Company., Inc. 
Michelle Ngo 
Lily Thi Nguyen 
Sean Nicholson
 

Sarah Nunes
 
David Okura 
Sandra Onomura 
Linda Orem 
Thomas Osborne 
Ernest Pennell 

Marilyn Pope 
Phillip & Linda Raimondi 
Tracey Stamper Richardson 
Frank & Jenifer Robles 
Kay Rosoff 
Alexis Rubin 
Gints Salaks 
Salesforce.org 
Santa Barbara City College 
Greg Schneider 
Michele Scott 
Brett Seymore 
Dennis Shannon 
Peggy Shoval 
Joann Silva 
Julie Simer 
Diane Smart Leigh 
Kevin Smith 
Scott & Robin Smith 
Walker Smith, III 
Damon Smitheram 
Paul & Mary Sowa 
Steve Spencer 
Annette St. Amand 
Marko Stankovic 
Shirley Sullivan 
Dan Tanita 
The Foundation for  

Pierce College 
Theodore Robins Ford 
Marilyn Thomassen 
Julie Tran 
Dick Tucker 
Jacqueline Ujkic 
TVI, Inc. Value Village/Savers 
Robert Vandervort 

AUG.
 
2017
 

More 

than 1,000 people 


turn out for OCC’s viewing 

event of a rare solar eclipse that cut 


across the entire continental United States. 
Astronomy professors set up nine  


solar telescopes for the public to view the 

celestial event.
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Suzan Varga 
Verve Press 
Hannah Veseth 
Jeff & Karen Weins 
Chris Wesierski 
Western Digital Foundation 
Jay Wexler 
Sione & Jamy White 
Paul Williams 
Nicolle Wilson 
Nicolaas Winter 
Albert Wong 
Roger Wyett 
Patrica Anne Yeo 
Shinoka Yoshizumi 
Mark Zaffino 
Mark Zielinski 
Linda Zimmerman 

$101 - $250 
A. I. Axquisitions 
Michael Ahem 
Alexis Aiello 
Chris Allen 
Kim Allen 
Maria Alvarez 
Bryan Anderson 
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Jefrey Aron 
Lois Shafqat Attore 
Elliott Badzin 
Donna Barnard 
Alan Bartholomew 
Paul Beck 
Raymond Berg 
Best Bookkeeping Svcs., Inc 
Big Bear Cool Cabins, Inc 
Barbara Bond 
William Bonnett 
Deborah Bramlett 
Gregory Brewsaugh 
Cynthia Briggeman 
Grace Brooks 
David & Paige Brown 
JoAnn Bushman 
Pamela Buxton 
Bob Byington 
Pat Cable 
California Dietetic Association 
Cannon & Nelms 
James & Robyn Caperton 
Victor & Crystal Carlos 
Larry Cassidy 
Robert Castano 
Pablo & Brenda Catania 
Chick-fil-A 
Chris & Lisa Childs 
Wen Ling Chou 
John Choumas 

SEP.
 
2017
 

OCC’s 

campus safety 


department hosts a day of 

safety training in honor of National 


Preparedness Month. The Costa Mesa Fire 

Department hosts a “sidewalk CPR” training, 
and the OC Sheriffs Department is on hand 

to educate the campus about the Alert OC 


notification system. 

Christopher Clark Linda Ennis 
Diane Colvin Carla Estiamba 
David & Cynthia Connors Mark Evans 
David Cook Sandy Fainbarg 
Melanie Cooper David & Lidia Fernandez 
Robert Corp Herbert & Cheryl Fischer 
Joan Cotich Christopher Fischer 
Sandra Craig Julie Fischer 
Katie Crist Fitness Solutions Wellness Center Inc 
John & Roxanne Cupp Paige Fountain 
Shahriar Davari Kathleen Franz 
Michol Dawson Richard Frechen 
Dennis C. Jones & Co, Inc. Elizabeth French 
Christopher DeSurra Robert Frye 
Katrina Do Juani Funez-Gonzalez 
Rosary Donato Jacob & Eden Furgatch 
Sam & Paula Downing Adriana Burton Furlong 
Stephen & Marilyn Edmunds Bob Gallagher 
Christine Eisenberg Kenneth & Janet Garcia 
El Camino Community College Garden Fresh Resturant Corp. 
Hayley Ellingsen Thomas & Lori Gardner 
Thomas & Deanna Arlo Gates 

Emick 

More 

than 5,000 students 


from nearby elementary 

schools attend OCC’s annual Science 


Night. Scheduled activities include drone 

rescue, robot battles, food and nutrition 


demonstrations, archaeological digs, and 

hands-on interaction with marine life. 

OCT.
 
2017
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Donavan Gaytan Paula Henry Sigler 
Steven Goetz Christopher Hernandez 
Steven & Stephanie Goldner Raymond Hetu 
Julie Gonzales David Hewitt 
Therese Grande Marcos Higareda 
Brad Green Emily Hill 
Mark Gritton Byron & Betty Ho 
Sara Guentz Gary & Glynis Hoffman 
Felix & Linda Guzman Shaunda Holt 
Thomas Halloran Neil Hong 
Bruce & Margaret Hallstrom Ron Horn 
Douglas Hamm Gerald & Mary Hornbuckle 
Funaki Hansen Vincent Horpel 
Harborside Restaurant Lena Houston 
Lionell & Stephanie Hardy Walter Howald 
Susan Harlan Ray Howard 
Robert & Norma Harrison Brenston Howell 
Scott Harrison Bradford Hubler 
M. Dennis & Roi Anne Hartzog Amelie Hunter 
Cameron Hastings Susan Huscroft, M.D. 
Monica Hawkins Jeff & JoAnn Hyder 
Vickie Hay Intrinsic Engineering 
David & Gladis Hayes 
Duvall Hecht 
Deanne & Patrick 

Hemmens 
Eric & Malisa OCC’s 

Hendry Garrison Honors 
Susan Henning Center officially opened its 


doors in mid-November. The center 

will provide student honor societies with 


a meeting space and and area for honors 

instructors to work together on 


GHC programs. 

NOV. 
2017 

Russell & Dawn Jack 
Pascal & Marie Jeannis 
Peter & Emma Jeffery 
Doug Johnson 
Evelyn Johnson 
Tileree Johnson 
Leigh Anne Jones 
Bill Jordan 
Mike Jorgensen 
Frederick Judd 
Jeffrey & Kathleen Kane 
Trina Kedzie 
William Kelley 
Marilyn Kelly 
Cindy Kent 
Fritz Kern 
Jodie Kiaha 
Richard Kraft 
Christopher Kulik 
Emma La Mer 
Suzanne LaBerge 

Robert L. Lazarus 
George Lesser 
Sierra Lim 
Doug & Sally Lindsey 
Measha Lindstrand 
John Linke 
Pamela Liosi 
Long Beach City College 
Dominic & Christine Lopez 
Gabriela Lopez 
Davi Loren 
R. Thomas & Nancy Loughrey 
Alan & Deborah Lurya 
Tuankiet Ly 
Ashley Mac 
Mammoth Medical, LLC 
Anne B Manning 
Dennis Mari 
Anna Marin 
Alison Marioni 
Charles Marshall 

Legacy Donors 

M any donors to the Orange 
ANNUAL Coast College Foundation 

choose to make significant REPORT 
gifts to the College via their wills and 2016 
estate plans.  Below is an Honor Roll 2017 
of individuals who believed enough in 
the work of OCC to ensure that Coast 
remains a force for good in the lives and careers 
of generations of students via such a gift: 

Margaret “Maxine” Andrews Dr. Richard Houghton 

Maruja Baldwin David Johns 

Charles & Betty Beecher David Johnston* 

Mikel Bistany Ruth Miller 

John & Elizabeth Blaich Donna Moore* 

Shirley Brooke Bucky Pofahl 

Dr. Giles T. Brown* Helen Prothers 

George Ciarlo Margaret Ramondetti 

Howard Chastain* Ernest J. Schag 

Mary Grant Olive Lipot Stahl 

Evelyn Greenhalge Richard Steele 

Monta Harvey* Herman R. Tate 

Jane Hilgendorf* Margaret “Peg” Taylor* 

Alberta Hood Makoto Yoshida 

Names in bold with an * indicate bequests received 
during 2016-2017 
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Michael & Nicole Martin 
Sierra & Shannon Marzalek 
Peter Mata 
George & Barbara Mattias 
Silke Maurer 
Kathleen McCarthy-Goode 
Lyle McIntosh 
Art Moore 

Jennifer St. John 
Rick & Kimberly St. Laurent 
Taylor Stack 
Sam Stalvey 
Nathan Staph 
State Farm Companies 

Foundation 
Stephenson & Company 

*Unaudited as of 6/30/2017. Audited financial statements will be available on the Foundations 

website in early January at www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/Foundation 

Assets 

Liabilities 

Cash

 $1,275,48 

Accounts Receivable 

$41,481 

Pledges 

$245,574 

Other Assets 

$100,982 

Investments 

$18,189,978 

Property & Equipment 

$7,822,165 

Accounts Payable 

$36,681 
Boat Charter Deposits 

$249,366 

Total Current Liabilities 

$316,602 

OCC Foundation / 
Financial Overview 

Total gifts and pledges to the OCC Foundation for the 
18-month period between January 1, 2016 and June 30, 
2017 totaled over $11.2 million. The Orange Coast College 

endowment fund is currently valued at over $20.5 million. The fund 
is managed by Northern Trust Bank and for the year ending  
June 30, 2017 the fund earned 12.90 percent net of fees and  
over the last five years the fund has earned 7.46 percent per year 
net of fees. Audited financial statements and 990 tax returns for the 
OCC Foundation are available on the Foundation’s website at  
www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/Foundation. 

Total Assets 

$28,256,672 
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John Moorlach 
David Morgan 
Moni Mosharaf 
Scott Nagel 
Steve Naumovski 
Orlando Navarro 
Anthony & Kristine Nex 
Dong Nguyen 
Thu Nguyen 
Yoshihiro & Yuki Nishio 
Polly Norwood 
Mike & Elizabeth Nunes 
Raymond & Loretta Obstfeld 
Salvador Ochoa 
Patricia O’Keefe 
Mike O’Loughlin 
Mitch Olson 
John Oneil 
Maximo & Barbara Pabalan 
William Perry 
Candy Pettus 
Debra Phoenix 
Colleen Ponchak 
James & Penny Popov 
Leslie Potts 
Prestige Pest Management 
Steve & Martha Radosevich 
David Ray, Jr. 
Recovery Marketing 

Advisors, LLC 
Geoffrey & Stephanie Rill 
Megan Ritchie 
Linda Robeniol 
Robin Scott Catering 
Montana Roelvink 
Rohrabacher for Congress 
Russ Rowell 
Marc Roy 
Joel & Holly Rudnick 
Richard & Tehnaz Rutledge 
Dave Schneider 
Cecilia Schreyer 
Colby Scott 
Brian Semmelroth 
Michael & Julie Silberstein 
John Smollack 
Mark Soden Jr. 
Gregory Somers 
Richard Somers 
South Coast Toyota 
Southern California 

Wheelchair Rugby 
Southside Physical Therapy 

& Training Center 
James & Sylvia Spence 

Sheri Sterner 
Gail Stickney 
Kevin & Laurie Studer 
James Sugden 
Sitanan Tanyasakulkit 
Carolyn Tashiro 
John & Marianne Taylor 
Michael & Anna Tellez 
Michelle Tran 
Tricore Mountain, Inc 
Steven & Deborah Trombley 
Phil Tufi 
US Bank Foundation 
J. Thomas & Edith Van Huss 
Ularin Visarutanun 
Jeffrey & Deborah Ward 
Diane Ward 
Ken Warren 
Conrad & Stacy Weber 
Shelby Welsch 
Brett Winfield 
Alma White 
Jim Whitehead 
Paul & Debra Wisner 
Charlie Wright 
Elizabeth Zamora 
Genevieve Zuidervaart 

$50 - $100 
A Plus Plumbing 
Bill & Linda Aidnik 
Jessica Alabi 
John Alden 
Susan Alvarez 
Mitchell Alves 
Fred & Marilyn Anderson 
Asmara Andom 
Dante & Susana Anton 
Michael Anzis 
Mike Anzis 
John & Frances Applegate 
Susan Applegate 
Ronald Atkins 
Jack Bailey 
Jeff Baker 
Michael & Anne Balliet 
William Barber 
Mohammed Basal 
Randy Bates 
Stuart Batstone 
Lauren Becker 
Robert Beeman 
Ryan Beglau 
David & Deanna Behler 

http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/Foundation/Pages/default.aspx


 

 

 

           

Sheila Behr 
Maurice Bell 
Richard & Michelle Bell 
Stephan & Vanessa Berkey 
Bob Biggio 
Bishop Reality Connection 

Association, Inc 
Sophie Blair 

Alice Cross 
Jamie Croy 
Robin Cunningham 
Melissa Dahl 
Michael & Jeana Daily 
Brenda Daley 
Dave Davidson 
Marita Davila 

Mac Garcia 
Louis & Leslie Gardner 
Dan Garrow 
Joan Garrow 
Joe Garrow 
Kevin Garrow 
Linda Garrow 
Tom Garrow 

Darryl Isaac 
Toni Iseman 
Kirk Iversen 
Daniel Jackson 
Chuck Jacobi 
Wendy James 
Linsay Janes 
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Kelly Blank 
Debra Bonnefin 
Christee Booth 
Jon Borchert 
Dr. Boulton 
Jean Bowman 
Jeff Boyd 
Mike & Trish Boyd 
Heide Boyden 
Georgia Bradburne 
Alaine Brewer 
Drew Brewer 
Joe Brick 
David Brooks 
Patrick Brosnan 
Jacob Brown 
Corwin Brown 
Bruce Brunda 
Mark & Tracie Brunson 
Buffalo Wild Wings 
Bill Bunker 
David & Tamara Bunnett 
Business Services Solutions, LLC 
Samantha Bustamante 
Jack & Barbara Cameron 
Izumi Cantrell 
Rozanne Capoccia-White 
Karen Carlson 
Lionel Caron 
Steven & Karen Carpenter 
Scott Carson 
Minette Carter 
Erica Casillas 
Melinda Cassidy 
Kristine Castillo 
Kevin & Jill Cavanaugh 
Erin Chaulsett 
Jose & Julie Chay 
Jill Chiascione 
Jessica Chiles 
Erica Christian 
John Churton 
Julia Clevenger 
Robert Clifton 
Bill Coapmam 
Gregory & Vanessa Cocroft 
Gregg & Barbara Colbert 
Sean Connor 
Kelly Conrardy 
Victoria Contreras 
Adam Cox 
Darren & Gina Cox 
Elizabeth Cresson 
Shirley Crickenberger 
Scott Crist 

Melanie Davis 
Teresa De Jong-Pombo 
Bradford Decker 
Hannah Del Barto 
The Delaneys 
Phillip Delaporte 
Jeannine Demarce 
Harold Di Croce 
Robert & Julieann Diestler 
Laurie Dion 
Chris Dirpes 
Betsey Dougherty 
Steve Doughty 
Mark Douglas 
Capucina Douglass 
Chris & Kandy Downing 
Jody Drew 
Chris & Christine Drover 
Stanley & Joan Drury 
Jack Duboise 
Dorothy Duddridge 
Sharon Duffy 
Paul & Elsa Dunlap 
Mike Duvall 
Marc Eagan 
Nick Ebanks 
Samuel Eggenburg 
Howard Eisenberg 
James & Catherine Elder 
Kent Ellebracht 
Kevin Ellebracht 
Lisa Elsworth 
Della Emick 
James & Marlene Eppenbach 
Cynthia Cay Erger 
Chris Evans 
Peggy Falk 
Brooke Federico 
Jo Anne Ferguson 
Tom & Diane Ferruzzo 
Gerri Finkelstein-Lurya 
James & Marilyn Fleming 
Jim Fly 
Joe Flynn 
Bruce & Susan Foat 
Joy Forgiarini 
Reagan Foy 
Paul & Judith Frisina 
Karen Fry 
Elliott Frye 
Karen Fukasawa 
Pauline Fults 
Renata Gallagher 
Adrienne Gallo 
Daniel Garcia 

L. Taylor Gerry 
Gia Long Alumnae Association 

of So. California 
Jon Gilbertson 
Eric & Wendy Gillett 
Brian & Roxanne Gilliam 
Annette Gilsdorf 
Dick Gladden 
Lawrence Goelman 
Tamar Goldmann 
Rick Golson 
Whitney Gomes 
Gary & Kathleen Gonzales 
James Goodine 
Jessica Goodman 
Joan Goodspeed 
Madaline Gordon 
Miguel & Leanna Granillo 
Carlos Grazzi 
Michael & Lisa Greenslit 
Edward & Donna Grier 
Patricia Griffin 
Chris & Kelle Griffitts 
Lucy Groetsch 
Joycelyn Groot 
J. M. Groves-Escalante 
Growing Tree Pre-school 
Rosa Guardado 
Kyler Hack 
Reid & Ann Hadley 
Robert & Katherine Haines, Jr. 
Chad & Michaela Hall 
Nancy Halliwell 
Bill & Jinx Hansen 
Peter Hanson 
Steve & Lisa Harding 
Desales Harrison 
Ann Harvey 
Yukie Hatsushi 
Alexandra Hayes 
Marcel Hetu 
Lina Hijazi 
Dave Hodgkins 
Brooks Hoffman 
Eva Hoffman 
Gena Hollander 
Marilyn Holt 
Patricia Hotz 
Arnie Huff 
Joseph & Melinda Huszti 
Scott Ibister 
Gordon Ingwersen 
Julie Ingwersen 
Irvine Physical Medicine & Rehab 
Jolene Irwin 

Joseph & Sharon Janis 
Angela Jarnagan 
Jason Boserup 
Lorraine Javier 
Chania Javier 
Emma Jeffery 
Dylan Johnson 
Robert Johnson 
Rita Jones 
Rex Kathcart 
Ken & Susan Kawaichi 
Kevin Kearns 
Stephen Keith 
Walker & Shelley Keller 
Marilyn Kennedy 
Patrick Kennedy 
Donna Kephart 
Catherine Kerrigan 
Patrick Kerrigan 
Julie Kiralla 
Christopher Kling 
Jackie Klippert 
Robert & Jennifer Knapp 
Lisa Knuppel 
Kohlenberger Family 
Analee Kredel-Speer 
Wendy Kreider 
Daniel Kuo 
Mickey Laux 
Leni Lawatch 
Damiana Lawrence 
Hoa Le 
Thu Le 
Denise Leat 
Heather Lee 
Heidi Lee 
Judith Leon 
Rich & Susan Liechty 
Roz Lipoff 
Alex Lipps 
David & Dana Lofgren 
Michael Lofgren 
Marion Loney 
Nora Long 
Nathaniel Lopez 
Lisa Lorimier 
Donna Losoya 
Patricia MacKenzie 
Steve Maddox 
Donald & Karen Magee 
Frank Marino 
Michael Marsche 
Greg & Nancy Martin 
Mary Martin 
Matthew Martinez 
Ronald & Antonia Martinez 
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McClaskey Family 
Sharon McDonough 
Margot McGlothlin 
Dan & Abby McGuire 
Michelle McKenzie 
Kathleen McMurray 
Victoria McMurray 

Cassandra Olvera 
OneOC 
William Oppenlander 
Arthur & Linda Ordonez 
Teofil & Mariana Oros 
Eileen Padberg 
Rebecca Pantlickraimondi 

Kayleigh Sevi 
Haleh Shaikh 
Karen Shanley 
Carmen Sherman 
Jocelyn Sherman Falcioni 
Tim Sieger 
Mary Siegfreid-Sklar 

Ramiro & Maria Velasco 
Samuel Vena 
Jerry Vinland 
Gladys Virhuez 
Bjorn Von Arx 
Amanda Vriens 
James & Julie Wagaman 
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This list includes gifts of over 
$50 made to the Orange 
Coast College Foundation 
between January 1, 2016-17 
and Dec 31, 2016-17. Every 
effort has been made to insure 
the accuracy of this list. We 
apologize for any names 
inadvertently omitted. If you 
have any questions about 
this list please contact Doug 
Bennett at (714) 432-5126 or 
dbennett@cccd.edu. 

Viorel Sigheartau 
Sign Advantage Inc. 
Jeffrey & Alison Silvestri 
Peter & Mary Silvestri 
Melissa Simpson 
Dusanka Skaljac 
Bridget Skinner 
Donna & Frank Skinner 
Chuck Sloan 
John Sloat 
Ken Slosberg 
Ed Slymen 
Jean Smith 
Stanley & Aileen Smith 
Steven & Judy Smith 
Anne Solkow 
Janice Sommer 
Pamela Soto 
Nathalie Soussan-Villedrouin 
Nathaniel Sowa 
Raymond & Regina Spaulding 
Ann Stambler 
Tracey Stangarone 
David & Carole Steele 
Daniel Stone 
Claire Stoneman 
Family Strale 
Dennis Takeuchi 
Judy Tallman 
Judy Taylor 
Michael Taylor 
Sharon Taylor 
Kathleen Temple 
Russell Terry 
Terry J. Coniglio Inc 
Larry Tesdall 
Think Tank Photo, Inc. 
Jayamole Thomas 
Barb Thomason 
Floyd Thompson 
Charlotte Tomazin 
Richard & Claudia Toomey 
Trans World Financial 
Eric Traut 
Shingo Tsujino 
Janice Tucker 
Michael Tucker 
Wendy Turner 
Elisabeth Unbehand 
Frederick Underwood 
Unitec systems 
Louis Vandermolen 
Anita Varela 
Myrna Vargas 

Brock & Jean Wagner 
Donald & Dolores Wagoner 
Kimberly Walker 
Robert Walker 
Heather Wall 
Shirley Wall 
Dennis Walters 
Lisa Ward 
Terri Weikel 
Rick Wennerberg 
Michele Wentworth 
Timothy & Allie Werle 
Robert Wetzel 
Jeremy Whaling 
Richard Wheaton 
Danny & Samantha White 
Alicia Wickwire 
Perry & Sharon Wilkins 
Kathy Wilson 
Danielle Wiskerson 
Bayley Wolff 
C. William Wood 
Barbara Woods 
Marry Wortman 
Gabi Yanuzzi 
Hyun Jung Yoon 
YourCause, LLC 
Preston Burt Zillgitt 
David Zutz 
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Michelle McNeill 
Leland & Kim Means 
Robert Medina 
Craig Meiny 
Michael & Joan Meissenburg 
Grandma Metzger 
Blake Michaels 
Mike’s Welding Service Inc. 
Carrie Miller 
Robert Millett 
Andrew Mills 
Elizabeth Mitzel 
James & Valorie Mitzel 
David Mize 
Alejandro Molina 
Gavin Moniot 
Jim Morgan 
Steven & Patsy Morris 
Charlotte Morrison 
Douglas & Joan Morrow 

Tracy Morse 
Morse Technologies, Inc 
Stephanie Mundy 
Paul Murai 
Louise Murphy 
Christian Murray 
Gary Nakase 
James Napolitano 
Nasarem Limited Liability Company 
Mike Nasll 
Judith Neal 
Tom & Janet Neth 
Dat Ngo 
Ken Nguyen 
Kevin Nguyen 
Le Nguyen 
Judy Niquette 
Marcella Norling 
Stephanie Normandin 
Wendy Novak 
Sylvia Nunes 
Jason & Margaret Odgers 
Patrick O’Donnell 
Francis Ohlheiser 
Laura Oldham 
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Lee Paprocki 
Ken Parker 
Nevin Parker-Pallad 
Angela Parrish 
Steve Parsons 
Olga Perez Stable Cox 
Jane Perin 
Barry Peterson 
Arthur Pettengill 
Susie Phan 
Paul Pierre 
Brian Pinkerton 
David & Elizabeth Pollard 
Tony & Holly Pond 
Steve & Sherry Popovich 
R.B & M.Y. Powell 
Thomas & Jaryl Power 
Tad Powers 
Irene Prestinary 
Mora Prestinary 
Isabel Ramirez 
Mike & Dawn Randel 
Bob Raya 
Steven & Sharon Reichwein 
Pat Remick 
Roger Reynolds 
Ashley Rippeon 
Bill Robbins 
Jerry & Phyllis Robbins 
Paul Robidoux 
Odell Robinson 
Michael Rodriguez 
Bob Roelvink 
Brandon & Nancy Rogers 
Jennifer Rolfes 
Mike Roney 
Charles & Catherine Ropp 
Andrea Ross 
Phillip Ross 
Jody Roubanis 
Lynda Roush 
Martin Rowe 
Eliza Rubenstein 
Ron Rupp 
David & Barbara Ryder 
Derek Sabori 
John Sailors 
Theresa Salazar 
May Samek 
John & Carol Sanders 
Paul Scheper 
Susan Scott 
Seas the Day Scuba 
Thomas Selzer 

mailto:dbennett@cccd.edu
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OCC SNAPShot
 

President: 
Dennis Harkins, Ph.D. 

Accreditation, Degrees & Certificates: 
Fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and  
Colleges (WASC) 
Offers Associate of Arts and Associate in Science degrees, Associate 
Transfer degrees, Certificates of achievement, and Occupational Skills 
Certificates. 

Recognized for: 
• Top transfer community 

college in Orange County 
to the University of 
California, the California 
State University, and private 
institutions in California and 
across the nation. 

• The only public community 
college nautical program 

Financial Aid (2016-2017): 
More than $38.6 million in 

student scholarships and 

financial aid
 

Intercollegiate Athletics: 

• Qualifying Hispanic-Serving 
Institution (HSI) 

• Qualifying Asian American 
Native American and Pacific 
Islander Serving Institution 
(AANAPISI) 

• Veteran friendly college 
designation 

• Athletic excellence with 
more than 100 state and 
national championships 

California College Promise Grant 
$9,954,216 
Grants $24,220,926 
Loans $4,044,916 

District Communities: 
Costa Mesa, Fountain Valley, Garden Grove, Huntington Beach, 
Midway City, Newport Beach, Newport Coast, Seal Beach, 
Westminster 

District Public High Schools: 
Bay, Bolsa Grande, Corona Del Mar, Costa Mesa, Edison, Estancia, 
Fountain Valley, Garden Grove, Hare, Huntington Beach, La Quinta, 
Lincoln, Los Amigos, Marina, Monte Vista, Newport Harbor, Ocean 
View, Pacifica, Rancho Alamitos, Santiago, Westminster 

Number of OCC employees: 
271 full-time faculty 53 managers and 
602 adjunct faculty administrators 

312 classified staff 742 hourly employees 

OCC Transfer performance to 4-year universities  
(2015-2016): 

1,474 405 124 
Calif. State University of Calif. Private 
University 

OCC Transfer degrees to the CSU system: 
19 Associate of Arts (AA-T) 10 Associate of Science (AS-T) 

For more information contact: 
OCC Marketing and Public Relations Office 
(714) 432-5725 

Baseball (M), Basketball (M/W), Cheerleading/Dance, Crew (M/W), 
Cross Country (M/W), Football (M), Golf (M/W), Soccer (M/W), Softball 
(W), Swimming (M/W), Tennis (M/W), Track and Field (M/W), Volleyball 
(M/W), Water Polo (M/W) 

Mascot: 
Pete the Pirate 

Founded 
Founded 1947. Enrollment 

School Colors: 
Orange (PMS 021) and Navy Blue (PMS 2768) 

Classes began 
1948 

21,891 

District: 
Coast Community College District, established in 1947, 
located in the central coast of Orange County 
OCC is one of California’s 114 community colleges in 72 
districts, which have a total enrollment of more than 2.6 million 
students, the largest higher education system in the world 

Academic 
programs 

84 program 
areas 

51.5% 
Male 

47.8% 
Female 

Credit course 
sections 

1,960 credit 

District Board of Trustees: 
David A. Grant, Mary L. Hornbuckle, Jim Moreno,  Jerry 

Career 
programs 

Lifelong 
programs 

Patterson, Lorraine Prinsky, Ph.D., Quentin Cronk, Student Trustee 51 program 23 program 

John Weispfenning, Ph.D., Chancellor areas areas 

District Population: 
757,054 residents 
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Orange Coast College Goes 
to MARS 

When Amazon founder and 
technology entrepreneur 
Jeff Bezos laid eyes on 

the structure that OCC architecture 
instructors Joseph Sarafian and Steve 
Fuchs helped design and construct 
using a new method of concrete 
casting, he called it “Insane. Which is 
the best compliment I can give.” 

The structure — commissioned by 
Bezos for his annual MARS Conference 
in Palm Springs — was built using 
industrial robots and fabric Lycra 
sleeves, and the finished design hints at 
the intricate natural skeletal structures 
of microscopic organisms, such as 
Radiolarians, or zooplankton. 

“Tapping into the way that natural 
organisms are designed allowed us to create 
structures with minimal waste, and brilliant 
structural redundancy, without the setbacks of 
traditional construction techniques,” 
explains Sarafian. 

To build the 13-foot-tall dome-like structure, 
Sarafian and his business and design partner Ron 
Culver envisioned a system of interconnected concrete 
components that take a natural curve from gravity, much 
like a hanging cable, only inverted. Once the pieces are 
connected, they form a dome. 

“Each concrete component is unique, but the steel 
connectors in between are all uniform, allowing for an 
easily bolted assembly system,” says Sarafian. 

Once Sarafian and Culver had their concept, they 
reached out to OCC architecture technology professor 
Fuchs to collaborate on the construction. They also 
hired two interns — Coast technology student Andrew 
Lindauer, and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo student David 
Spiva — and teamed up with Walter P. Moore structural 
engineers to help solve the complex structural aspects 
of the design. After a month of fabrication, the pieces 
were assembled in three days, creating a visual feast 
for attendees at the three-day, invite-only March 2017 
technology conference. 

Following the MARS conference, the structure was 
moved to the Architecture and Design Museum in 

Downtown Los Angeles, where it stayed until early 
October, after which it was disassembled and placed in 
storage. Yet, even as the structure’s time in the limelight 
comes to a close, Sarafian and Fuchs are eagerly 
looking ahead at the endless possibilities that their 
technique opens. 

“[We want] to use OCC’s Makerspace and robots 
as a testing lab for future construction applications,” 
Sarafian says. “OCC students will have the opportunity 
to not only contribute, but to create their own robotic 
construction techniques to push the boundaries 
of fabrication. 

Some future development ideas we are exploring 
include rapid construction for disaster relief and as a 
housing prototype in developing countries. ” 

MARS — which stands for Machine learning, home Automation, 
Robotics, and Space exploration — draws the top tech VIPs 
from around the globe. 

To see more of Sarafian and Culver’s work,  
visit www.formfounddesign.com 
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The maritime industry offers 

exciting and dynamic careers, 

including opportunities to 

travel the globe. 

Exciting career options: 

• Private/charter yachts 

• Cruise ships 

• Fishing vessels 

• Passenger ferries 

• Dive boats 

• Supply/tug boats 

• Research vessels 

Apply Now! 

www.orangecoastcollege.edu/mariners 949-645-9412 

Orange Coast College 

Professional Mariners 
Program 

Student Veteran Ryan Northrup Throws First 
Pitch at OCC Night at Angel Stadium 
The Pirates descended on Angel Stadium in late April as 
the Los Angeles Angels took on the Toronto Blue Jays. 
Hundreds of OCC students, faculty and staff bought 
discounted tickets for the special event in Anaheim, 
which included a customized OCC Angels Hat and field 
level seats. 

Student veteran Ryan Northrup was invited to 
throw out the first pitch of the game, and was 
joined on the field by Student Athletes of the 
Year Clarisa Colling and Jordan Hoppe, as well 
as Dean of Kinesiology Michael Sutliff, Athletic 
Director Jason Kehler, and Vice President of 
Instruction Kevin Ballinger. As Northrup got 
ready to wind up the pitch, he was surprised 
with an announcement that he had been 
awarded a $2,500 scholarship, to be given at 
the College’s Honors Night in May. 

Northrup transferred to University of Southern 
California in the Fall of 2017 where he plans 
to major in business. He carries with him fond 
memories of his time at Coast. 

“My favorite memory at OCC were the barbecues that 
we hosted for the student vets on campus,” he says. 
“It was cool getting them together and meeting new 
people.” 
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OCC Chamber Singers Perform 
‘Songs of the Slave at Carnegie Hall 
in New York 

When Orange Coast College’s Chamber 
Singers — along with five other choruses 
from California — took part in a performance 

of Kirke Mechem’s “Songs of the Slave” at Carnegie 
Hall in New York City on June 24, the atmosphere was 
electric. 

Perhaps it was the fact that OCC’s top choir had spent 
months preparing for the 35-minute cantata, which 
focuses on Frederick Douglass 
and communicates a powerful 
message about freedom, justice 
and equality. Or perhaps it was 
the fact that the composer of the 

stunning piece was sitting 
in the audience with 40 
of his closest family and 
friends. In any case, it was clear that the singers 
on stage poured their hearts into the music, and 
the audience responded in kind. 

“Every single moment that I spent there is still 
in my heart clearly,” says OCC singer Mai Soto. 

“What impressed me most about this performance was 
when we received applause and a standing ovation from 
the audience. The moment we saw the composer Kirke 
Mechem, who composed ‘Songs of the Slave,’ stand 
up and clap made us feel overjoyed. It was the most 
precious moment of my life.” 

OCC’s Chamber Singers spent two and a half days 
rehearsing the work in New York, before presenting it 
to a nearly full audience, who gave a lengthy standing 
ovation afterward. “The staff members of Manhattan 
Concert Productions, the company that organized 
and produced the performance, said over and over 
that they’d never seen a festival chorus that was so 
dedicated and so enthusiastic, and more than a few 
people told me over the course of the weekend that 

our OCC students were the 
nicest group of kids they’d ever 
met,” says Director of Choral and 
Vocal Activities Eliza Rubenstein. 

Along with the other choruses, 
OCC’s Chamber Singers were 
joined by soloists Marlissa Hudson 

(soprano) and Donnie Ray Albert (bass-baritone), as well 
as the New York City Chamber Orchestra. 

“OCC gives me a lot of opportunities to grow as a 
skillful musician, such as concerts, classes, and private 
lessons,” says Soto. “All of the faculty in the music 
department are very thoughtful, and it makes classes 
even more fun to learn musical skills. I am very happy to 
dedicate myself to study music with all of them.” 

“Every single moment that I spent 

there is still in my heart clearly.” 



           

 

OCC’s Newest Maestro 
Finds a Fresh Start  

Three years ago, Maxim Kuzin’s life took a sharp 

Kuzin – hired in the Summer of 2017 as Orange 

was born in the Ukraine, where he spent his life studying 

Kuzin was able to carve out an illustrious career as a 
well-known conductor in his home country. 

That all changed in an instant in 2014, as Russia 
invaded Ukraine and Kuzin fled with his family to the 
United States. “We left so fast, without even taking 
warm clothes with us, and we have never gone back. 

at the Philadelphia International Music Festival in Bryn 
Mawr, Penn. After a year of living on the East Coast, he 
eventually moved with his family to Los Angeles, where 
he had been accepted into UCLA’s Doctoral program for 

These days, Kuzin is finishing his studies at UCLA, and 

“Since my early working experience in Ukraine, I enjoyed 
working with students and youth. I was recommended 

confidently say that the OCC Symphony is an amazing 

looking for an orchestral experience in Orange County,” 

Kuzin brings with him a vision for growing the program, 

“We are planning 
exciting things, 
including outreach 
that brings OCC’s 
classical music culture 
and activities closer 
to neighboring high 
schools and music 
schools. We want 
to make the OCC 
Symphony presence in the community more visible,” 
Kuzin says. 

He’s also planning creative ways to bring together local 
musical talent, both within and outside of the College. 

“We are going to launch a concerto competition 
that I hope eventually will become a venue 

for not only talented OCC 
students but also community 
members and young talented 
instrumentalists and singers 
from around Orange County,” 
Kuzin says. “The winner(s) of this 
competition will have a unique and 
precious chance to be featured as 

soloist(s) with the OCC Symphony on one of the four 
orchestra concerts throughout the year.” 

For now, however, Kuzin is settling in, and preparing for 
his new roleat the helm of an orchestra that has been a 
staple in the local community for more than 55 years.  

“It brings me a great joy to talk to audience members 
after a concert and to see how the hearts, minds, and 
spirits are touched, and sometimes even transformed, 
by the inherited and magical power of music,” he says. 

““We left so fast, without even 

taking warm clothes with us, and 

we have never gone back.” 

Are you interested in auditioning for the OCC 
Symphony? The College’s music department is 
seeking experienced musicians to join its 70-member 
orchestra. For more information contact Eliza 
Rubenstein at erubenstein@occ.cccd.edu 

at Coast
 

and unexpected detour. 

Coast College’s newest Symphony Music Director — 

and making music. From his time as an orchestral 
conductor at the Kyiv National Operetta Theater, to 
an appointment as the assistant conductor at the 
prestigious National President Orchestra of Ukraine, 

That move was the hardest, 
unplanned and life-changing 
experience of our entire life so 
far, and my professional life in 
particular.” 

As Kuzin began to figure out 
his new reality, he was invited 
to conduct an orchestra, 
teach music theater and coach chamber ensembles 

Musical Arts in Orchestral Conducting. 

looking forward to what the future holds. 

by local conductors and musicians for this position, 
and after a few rehearsals with the orchestra, I can 

place for any thoughtful young music lover who is 

he says. 

and connecting with classical music lovers in the area. 
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OCC librarian and founder of the OCC Food 
Riders Carl Morgan is undoubtedly doing 
more than his share of good in the world – last 

year alone, his group of bicycle riding humanitarians 
donated upwards of 11,000 pounds of food to needy 
individuals and families in Costa Mesa and Newport 
Beach, through the Share Our Selves Food Pantry and 
Lighthouse Church. 

But Morgan would still be the first to humbly say 
that he’s simply trying to give back to a school 
and a community that have given so much to 
him. 

‘REALLY LUCKY’ 
In the early 1990s, as Morgan was finishing up 
his masters degree in Library Science at San 

Jose State University, he found himself in an internship 
at Orange Coast College. It didn’t take long for him to 
realize that this was where he wanted to start his career. 

“Orange Coast [College] was clearly the place that I 
wanted to be. I just loved the atmosphere, I loved the 
people,” he says. “I interviewed and I got really lucky 
because I came right out of library school without having 
had a full-time librarian job before. I’m so grateful to 
[former dean] Donald [Ackley] for taking a chance on 
me.” 

It was that gratitude that inspired Morgan to get involved 
at the College. He started with the Honors Program, 
and later joined the Sierra Club, which focused on 
environmental issues. It was there he learned about 
the hazards of food waste and the seed for OCC Food 
Riders was planted. 

“I wanted to contribute back to the college that had 
given me such a great experience, and give back to 
the community at the same time,” Morgan says. “[The 

idea for the Food Riders] grew out of my awareness, 
through the Sierra Club, of environmental issues where 
I learned a little bit about food waste — what happens 
to food when it goes into a landfill, and how it becomes 
methane and how methane is one of the really major 
greenhouse gases, even more so than CO2.” 

He started small — in 2008 he began taking canned 
goods to Share Our Selves in Newport Beach on his 
bike, and got a feel for the facility. He learned very quickly 
that what the community organization really lacked 
was fresh food, especially food high in protein. So, he 
approached OCC’s Food Services General Manager 
Thomas Selzer about donating any leftover food from the 
week, and Selzer was immediately supportive. 

“He basically said the food is being thrown away and it 
has been for a long time, and if there’s somebody who 
could use it, we’d love to see how it works and how it 
goes,” Morgan says. 

PARTNERING WITH 
STUDENTS 
If there’s one thing Morgan understood about starting 
a food recovery movement at OCC, it was that in order 
for it to grow, and thrive, he would need to partner with 
students. With that in mind, he approached Joseph 
Vu, a student worker at the OCC Library who was 
attempting to start a cycling club at the College. 

“I said, ‘Hey, Joseph, I know it’s not the cycling club 
that you had envisioned but what if we used cycling to 
transport food if there is any?’ Would he be interested in 
creating a group like that? And he was totally on board.” 

And so it was that Morgan and Vu showed up for their 
very first Friday delivery in the Spring of 2010, armed 
with bikes, helmets and a small cooler on a bike trailer, 
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expecting to transport a few 
bags of vegetables. They realized 

very quickly that they grossly 
miscalculated the amount of leftover 
food the College was producing on 

a weekly basis. 

“The first delivery we had [they] 
brought out this big speed rack of 
food. I thought, ‘Oh, my goodness!’ 
We thought this would be once 
a month, and I didn’t think they’d 
have this much food. I told Joseph 
‘I think we’re going to need a bigger 
trailer,’” Morgan says. “We talked 

For now, Morgan is mostly 
concerned with staying the course; 
continuing to facilitate partnerships 
between OCC and community 
organizations like Share Our 
Selves, and inspiring students to 
do the same after they leave the 
College. 

Several former Food Riders have 
gone on to spread awareness 
about food recovery after leaving 
OCC. One student currently is 
trying to start a food recovery 
group at Cal State Fullerton. 

about it and said, ‘Okay, if we’re going to do this, let’s Another connected with a faculty member at the 
really do it well.’ So I bought a trailer from Bikes At Work University of Dallas to create a handbook on how to 
in Iowa — a big six-foot long giant trailer. start a food recovery operation like the one at OCC. 

Since the creation of a handbook, Morgan and his 
current and former student partners have traveled to 
conferences around the state, including at University 
of California campuses in Irvine and Santa Barbara. 

“What I’d like to tell people is ‘Hey, if you can just help 
get the word out a little bit about food recovery… if you 
know of anybody who’s in the food business, who has 
a restaurant or is in a place with a professional kitchen.’ 
Because that’s really the key – making that connection 
between a food service and their local food pantry,”  
he says. 

The OCC Food Riders also became a chapter of the 
Food Recovery Network two years ago, which gives 
them a broader reach and access to more resources. 

More than anything else, Morgan is grateful to have an 
opportunity to do good work at a job that he loves. 

“Orange Coast College is a special place,” he says. “For 
me, it seems like there’s always been an encouragement 
to be involved in a creative way. To kind of think a little 
differently about how you can serve the College. I’ve Church] for maybe 20 minutes, but they had just run out 
seen that from the top down since I’ve been here. of food on their hot food service. So when we brought 


this food in it literally went right out to the line and we 

could see people with their plates with the chicken and 


To learn more visit www.foodriders.org or follow the Food
cornbread that we had  

Riders on Facebook at www.facebook.com/occfoodriders. 
just delivered.” 
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Eventually Morgan and Vu settled on a twice-a-week 
food delivery schedule, on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

They figured out the best times to pick up and 
deliver the food, and it wasn’t long before they 
had a group of students who regularly joined 
them on rides, including packaging the food 

By continuing to share the model that has worked 

beforehand. 

Vu also suggested a solution for the months 
when the College’s cafeteria is closed, or 
operating on a reduced schedule. During 

summer and winter intersession, the Food Riders 
organize a canned food drive focused on high protein 
items, like peanut butter, tuna fish and beans. 

NEXT STEPS 
Eight years after his first Friday ride, Morgan and the 
students in the OCC Food Riders club have delivered 
tens of thousands of pounds of food to those who suffer 
from food insecurity in the local community. Currently, 
the Food Riders deliver food to both Share Our Selves 
and Lighthouse Church, oftentimes with the food being 
served before they have even left the building. 

“We had a big delivery at the end of last spring semester 
with all of this amazing food that was really fresh,” 
Morgan says. “We had only been [at the Lighthouse 

for them, the Food Riders hope to inspire other large 
organizations such as colleges, hospitals, restaurants, 
and event spaces to consider putting excess food into 
the hands of those who need it instead of in a landfill. 

34 

http://www.foodriders.org
https://www.facebook.com/occfoodriders


 

 

           

To learn more about CCC Maker  
visit https://cccmaker.com/  

Maker Culture 
A grant from the State’s Chancellor Office is bringing disciplines from across OCC’s campus together 

On any given day inside OCC’s Makerspace, 
you’ll find students from seemingly disparate 
areas of study working side by side. Their 

interests are as varied as architecture, fashion, business, 
chemistry, or filmmaking, but their goals are one in the 
same: to turn ideas into realities.  

“Taking what we’re already doing in architecture and 
other design disciplines, and expanding it into the 
cultural fabric of OCC’s campus, is really important,” 
explains Coast architecture Steve Fuchs. “It cuts across 
the grain of the silos of all the disciplines at OCC, and 
allows for collaboration to actually happen.” 

Fortunately for Orange Coast College, that collaboration 
is a goal shared by the California Community College 
Chancellor’s Office. Earlier this year, OCC became one 
of only 24 colleges in the state to receive a CCC Maker 
Implementation grant from the chancellor’s office. The 
$340,000 grant — which is renewable for a second 
year —enables OCC to build an inclusive makerspace 
community, provide internships, embed making into its 
curriculum, and prepare students with STEAM skills to 
succeed in today’s economy. 

“There’s a very non-traditional aspect of maker 
culture that I believe the state’s Chancellor’s Office is 
championing,” Fuchs explains. “We were funded at the 
highest level, which really speaks to what they think we 
can do here.” 

The funding from the initiative will help grow a laboratory 
space that had already been in the making at Coast for 
a few years. That space — dubbed the “Co-Lab” — 
grew organically out of OCC’s architecture department, 
and gave students from all disciplines across campus 
access to tools such as a 3-axis router, a vacuum 
former, a 3D printer, and several KUKA robots. The 
space also includes industrial sewing machines donated 
by the College’s fashion department, among other tools. 

“We know that students at OCC are interested in high 
technology, and that design is already embedded 
in so much of what we teach,” says Fuchs. 
“Makerspaces, and the infrastructure to support 
them, bring that passion to our communities, 
and funding from the CCC Maker Initiative will 
help to further institutionalize a culture of making 
on our campus.” 
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2017 Men’s Volleyball:   
A Team For History Books 
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The final point of the season, the point that etched 
the Orange Coast College men’s volleyball 
team into the record books as the 2017 state 

champions, perfectly answered any final questions 
as to why this team was so successful ... teamwork, 
togetherness and tenacity. 

It may go down as a kill by Jordan Hoppe to cap off 
OCC’s 25-21, 25-21, 25-21 win over El Camino in 
the finals of the California Community College Athletic 
Association Men’s Volleyball State Championship on 
April 29, but the beauty of this team goes way beyond 
the final result. 

It was the seventh men’s volleyball state title and first 
since 2014. Six different OCC players chipped into the 
Pirates’ 50 kills and incredible .469 hitting percentage 
on the night, including Justin Kam (11 kills), Matt Ujkic 
(eight kills), Austin (six kills, no errors, .857 hitting 
percentage), Zane Moothart (five kills) and Bradley 
Hankus (four kills). 

“For two years in a row, I’ve had tears on this court and 
believe me, it’s so much better to cry happy than it is to 

36 OCC Annual Report 2016-2017 

cry sad,” Ujkic, a member of last year’s state runner-up 
team said after the match. “Since we lost here last year, 
we had eight months to prepare for this season and this 
year, we didn’t feel like we were picked as one of the 
favorites so we really got after it as a team. We put in 
the hard work, we switched things up a bit in our lineup 
and everything began to click.” 

For Hoppe, it’s the sweetest of endings to a career 
filled with ups and a few downs along the way. After 
not being able to compete with his Pirate teammates 
in the 2016 semifinal and state title matches due to an 
eligibility issue, the Greendale, Wisc. native made it his 
mission to help get his team back to the title match. 

“Getting back here was definitely my prime motivation,” 
Hoppe said. “I didn’t like the way 2016 ended and I 
really wanted to win this match, not only for our team, 
but for that team as well, and for all the OCC teams in 
the past that didn’t quite get there. This school really has 
raised me up from being a boy to a man and it’s been 
the greatest experience I could’ve asked for. Coach 
Travis (Turner) and the staff have been so great to me. 
It’s been an unbelievable journey.” 
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(McKay Smith, Vince Rodriguez, Mike d’Alessandro) did 
an outstanding job with these players all year and they 
deserve a ton of credit as well.” 

The hard work from the 2017 Pirates paid off in a BIG 
way as several of those standout players have moved 

Clarissa 
Colling 
Finishes Her 
Coast Career 
With Honors 

Orange Coast College women’s tennis standout 
Clarisa Colling wrapped up her Pirate career 
in grand fashion as she was selected for the 

2017 International Tennis Association/Arthur Ashe Jr. 
Leadership and Sportsmanship Award. 

The award — presented to Colling at this year’s Awards 
Banquet on August 26 in New York — recognizes 
outstanding individuals in all divisions at the regional and 
national level of collegiate tennis. 

Since 1982, the ITA/Arthur Ashe Award goes to NCAA 
Divisions I, II and III, NAIA and community college men’s 
and women’s players who have exhibited outstanding 
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For Turner, seeing Hoppe slam the ball down for the final 
point of the match was the perfect ending. “This is what 
community college is all about and this is why OCC is 
the best place for a kid like Jordan,” Turner said. “He 
needed time to figure things out and we were able to 
give him that time to him and look at him now. It’s the 
perfect type of success story a player can have at 
this level.” 

And yet, for all the standout performances, it was 
a team effort that led to a 21-1 record, a 20-match 
winning streak and a permanent mark in the OCC 
history books. 

“I love the heart of this team,” Turner said. “It wasn’t 
always pretty, but these guys are fighters and they did 
what they had to do to get it done. Every player, from 
No. 1 to 16, was on the same page all season and they 
all were working for the same goal and pulling for each 
other. In addition to the players, my assistant coaches 

on to the four-year level. Freshman Chris Orem moved 
on to attend UCLA, where he will most likely redshirt for 
the Bruins this year, and sophomore Matt Ujkic made 
the most of his two seasons with the Pirates and will 
be attending school and playing volleyball at UC Santa 
Barbara. 

Sophomore Justin Kam will head down the freeway to 
play volleyball for the Anteaters of UC Irvine, and after 
earning State Tournament MVP honors, Jordan Hoppe 
committed to Concordia University and will start for the 
Eagles in 2018. 

Trevor Giese used his strong academic skills to attend 
UC San Diego in the fall, where he will go to school, 
but not play for the Tritons, and after his spectacular 
freshman season, libero Chase Moothart will head to 
Columbus, Ohio where he will play for the two-time 
defending national champion Ohio State Buckeyes. 

Former players Chris Guithues and Kupaa Harrison have 
remained at OCC, but are showing their athletic skills 
in other sports. Guithues will compete for OCC’s men’s 
crew in the spring, while Harrison will play with 
the Pirate men’s basketball program. 



 

 

sportsmanship and leadership as well as scholastic, 
extracurricular and tennis achievements. The nominated 
individuals are evaluated on a variety of criteria. On-court 
performance, scholastic achievements, extracurricular 
achievements, as well as a candidate letter are each 
taken into account when reviewing each nominee. 

At the community college level, no one player has been 
a finer example of what this award means than Colling. 
A two-year MVP, Colling was twice named OCC’s 
Female Athlete of the Year, the first back-to-back female 
AOTY since Zoila Gomez in 1999-2000. 

After earning State Freshman of the Year and Orange 
Empire Conference Player of the Year last year, Colling 
has once again put herself atop of the best tennis 
players in the state. This spring, Colling has gone 18-1 
in singles and 18-2 in doubles, helping Coast to a share 
of the Orange Empire Conference title with Irvine Valley.  
Her strong play helped enable the Pirates to capture the 
2017 women’s tennis team championship with a state 
finals win over De Anza. 

Colling, who reached the finals of the California 
Community College Athletic Association Women’s 
Tennis State Championships as a freshman last year, 
won the ITA Fall Regional Championships in October 
after reaching the finals of the event in 2015. As a 
freshman, Colling went 14-1 in singles play and a 
perfect 8-0 in the OEC. 

In addition to her strong play on the court, Colling was 
a leader in the classroom as well, helping the women’s 
tennis team win the California Community College 
Athletic Association Scholar Team Award by attaining 
the highest combined point total among all women’s 
tennis programs in the state of California with regards to 
team GPA and athletic performance. Coast went 13-3 
on the courts and the team had a 3.39 GPA as well. 

Colling’s tireless work, both on and off the tennis courts, 
earned her the opportunity to continue her athletic and 
academic careers at Sonoma State University. 

Top Transfer College  
in Orange County 
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OCC is #1 in Orange 
County for combined 
Associate of Arts and 
Associate of Science 
Degrees for Transfer 

Transfer student 
Kadi Ali headed 
north this Fall 
to UC Berkeley, 
and is hoping to 
eventually attend 
law school. 

One piece of advice I would share for 
incoming freshman is to BE INVOLVED. No 
matter how great your GPA is, if you don't 
network with other students and faculty, you 
will miss out on so many great opportunities. 
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For Gabriel 
Caliendo, 
cooking has 
always been a 
way of life 
The OCC Culinary alum shares his career trajectory, 
from a childhood behind the counter of his family’s 
Italian deli, to being at the helm of one of the fastest 
growing eateries on the West Coast … and everything 
in between. 

When did you know that you wanted to  
be a chef? 
It all kind of boils down to my family. They immigrated 
from Italy to New York, where they opened an Italian 
deli; I basically grew up in the back of a deli, eating 
prosciutto through the slots of my crib. That’s where I 
got my love for culinary arts. 

I worked at the deli after school and on weekends until 
I was 14, then I got a work permit and started working 
at a pizza place. When I was 19, I began working at the 
Ritz Carlton. They didn’t have any culinary positions, so 
I took a valet parking job. 

You took what you could get… 
Yeah, exactly. And every day the chef would pull up in 
his Porsche and park, and I would say ‘I’m trying to get 
a job in the kitchen, chef.’ And he’d say ‘I know, I know. 
As soon as we have an opening.’ A year and a half later, 
I started as a cook in the banquet kitchen, making seven 
dollars an hour. I worked my way around the Ritz Carlton 
for 10 years and eventually became the head chef of the 
banquet’s kitchen. 

What made you decide to go back to school, 
and receive a formal education in OCC’s 
Culinary program? 
I wanted to enhance my education, in a different way. 
I had plenty of work experience, and I wanted to have 
some formal training that would complement that. 
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Orange Coast College was a great fit. It was affordable, 
which was important because I was putting myself 
through college. And when I did a little research, I 
learned that students in OCC’s culinary program were 
constantly winning competitions against fancier and 
more expensive schools. 

Is there anything that surprised you  
about the culinary program once you 
arrived at OCC? 
I didn’t know what to expect because I had never been 
to culinary school. But once I became more immersed 
in the program, I was impressed by its efficiency. What I 
mean is, the students are producing food that’s sold at 
the Student Union, or Captain’s Table, or any number 
of other dining options on campus, which helps to fund 
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the program internally as a business. Being someone 
who had experience running a kitchen at a high level, I 
thought ‘This is a really smart way to do it. To have an 
outlet by which we can utilize the product, and to do so 
in a well-thought-out way, was impressive to me. 

What did you do after graduation? 
I got my certificate of achievement in Culinary Arts, 
Advanced Culinary Arts, and Restaurant Management 
and Catering. After graduation, I took the summer off, 
and during that time I was offered a teaching position 
at OCC in the fall, which was pretty neat. To me, it felt 
like a testament to all the training I had gotten from my 
parents. 

I taught at OCC for five years, and also continued to 
work at the Ritz, until 2002 when I was introduced 
to Chris Simms, the eventual founder of Lazy Dog 
Restaurants. He told me he wanted to create a casual 
dining concept that was going to be better than 

anything that was happening at the time. I was 
excited by the idea of doing something new, so 
I left the Ritz and OCC, and became a founding 
partner and Vice President of Research and 
Development for Lazy Dog restaurants. 

That was 15 years ago… how has 
Lazy Dog grown since then? 

We opened our first restaurant in Huntington Beach in 
2003. By the end of 2017, we will have 25 restaurants 
across four states: California, Nevada, Texas and 
Colorado. This year alone, we opened four new 
restaurants. 

Why do you think people have responded so 
positively to Lazy Dog’s concept? 
Well, first off, it’s a beautiful building. I think people might 
think it’s more expensive than it is because the materials 
are all authentic. But once people are here, they realize 
it’s a casual place – there could be a six-year-old’s 
birthday party happening next to two 85 year olds eating 
a pot roast, across from people taking shots at the bar 
for their 21st birthday. You’ve got this big eclectic, kind 
of high-energy atmosphere, in a beautiful space. And 
that’s before you get anywhere near the menu… 

Which is where you come in… 
Right. Chris had a good starting point in terms of the 
type of menu he wanted to have, with a lot of fun 
dishes on it. And then I brought it to life, and added 
what I thought might be missing. As with our customer 
base, you get a big breadth on the menu, with a lot 
of contemporary and classic items, and the pricing 
structure is really modest. To be able to get that type of 
beautiful environment, the large selection and quality of 
food and beverage, at a reasonable price point, is what 
separates us from other casual dining options. 

Where do you see yourself going from here? 
I’m so happy at Lazy Dog, and we’ve got a lot of 
momentum right now. We’ve got a lot of growth ahead 
of us. At some point, we’ll truly be a national brand, 
meaning from the East Coast to the West Coast, which 
is really exciting for me to think about. And I still have 
a lot of creative challenges ahead of me, in terms of 
research and development. So I can’t think of what else 
I would need. 

How do you stay connected with Orange 
Coast College? 
Initially when I left {my job teaching at} OCC I had 
about a dozen students who came with me to Lazy 
Dog. About five of them got promoted all the way 
up to executive chef positions at existing Lazy Dog 
restaurants. Others left to grow in their careers at other 
restaurants. 

I constantly invite Orange Coast College culinary 
students to come and tour my R&D kitchen. I had a 
class come just last week and I did a little of this, a little 
of that with them, and they had some food. I usually 
host at least two classes per semester, and inevitably 
the students will say what I said when I was starting 
out: ‘I want to get a job in the kitchen, chef.’ I tell them 
if you’re really looking to get a job, you have to put in 
the work, and go through the right channels. Go to our 
website and apply. If you’re serious about being a chef, 
you have to be willing to start at the bottom, and put in 
the work to build your way up. 







 

 

 

  

 

 

 

           

Orange Coast College Alumni

The classes that transformed your journey. The faculty 

and staff that impacted your life. The students who 
became life-long friends. 

Reconnect with the school you love. Join the OCC Alumni 
and Friends Association. 

The Orange Coast College Alumni and Friends Association 
connects alumni to the College, to the community and to 
each other. 

You are considered an Alumni and Friend if you ever took 
a single class. Membership is a great way to keep in touch 
with OCC and fellow Pirates. Alumni Association members 
not only receive great resources, they also support 
current students through the annual Alumni and Friends 
Scholarship. 

Annual memberships are FREE! Once you sign up, you 
will start to receive these benefits: 

•	� Access to College resources, such as state-of-the-art 

computer labs, the job placement center and a  

large library
�

•	� Invitations to special events and celebrations 

on campus
�

Actor Patrick Warburton is an OCC alum 
who attended Coast in the 1980s and rowed 
crew. Warburton is known for playing several 
well-known roles, including David Puddy on 
“Seinfeld,” the title role on “The Tick,” and 
for providing the voice for Joe Swanson on 
“Family Guy.” 

& FRIENDS 

•	� Updates on the College news through newsletters 

•	� Local retail discounts through the Bursar’s Office 

Sign up Today: 
www.orangecoastcollege.edu/alumni 
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