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 Message From 

the President
 
Dear Friends, 

A fter nine remarkable years leading Orange Coast College as president, I will be retiring at the end of the 
Fall 2018 semester. This decision is bittersweet: from the very first day of my tenure at Coast, the campus 
and community have been welcoming and supportive of myself and my family, and in many ways OCC has 

become my home. 

OCC’s 70th anniversary celebration has given us the opportunity to celebrate our rich history and past 
accomplishments while looking to the future with promise and innovation. I have been proud of the gains in student 
success that we have made at OCC during my time as president, as well as our commitment to creating an inclusive 
and equitable learning environment where each student can reach their goals. 

Along with many of you, I have also been fortunate to witness the College undergo a tremendous transformation 
during my time at the helm, including the passage of bond Measure M which, together with its preceding bond, 
Measure C, represents an investment of nearly $1 billion in Orange Coast College by the community. That investment 
has allowed for the completion of significant construction projects in my nine years at OCC, including the Allied Health 
Sciences, Biological Sciences and Consumer Sciences and Design Complex, Math, Business and Computing Center, 
the Recycling Center, and the highly-anticipated Planetarium (see story page 4). 

Other projects – including the Adapted PE Facility, the Swimming Complex (page 12), the Literature and Languages 
and Social Science Building, the College Center and Student Life Building (page 11), the expansion of the Maritime 
Academy, and Student Housing (page 10) – are well on their way to being constructed, with some projects already 
having broken ground. While it’s true that these projects were possible due to the visionary and courageous leadership 
of our College and District, they are also made possible in no small part by the support of our community. 

I have been heartened to experience first-hand the support for our students at OCC, the leadership of the Foundation 
Board and a generous community. In my time at the College, the OCC Foundation has raised more than $44 million 
dollars for student scholarships, resources and facility augmentation. This tremendous investment in the mission of 
OCC is a validation of what we do to promote student success. 

Being the President of Orange Coast College has been a privilege over the past nine years as I have had the 
opportunity to collaborate with people who have become friends. 

My wife Kim and I are excited to enter this new chapter in our lives spending time at our home in Alligator Point in 
Florida. I am deeply grateful for the experience of leading this outstanding College and I have full confidence that 
Orange Coast College will continue to reach even greater heights of excellence in the years to come. 

I thank you all! 

Dennis R. Harkins, Ph.D. 



        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Message From 
The Chancellor 
Dear Community Partners, 

On behalf of the Coast Community College District, I want to offer congratulations to Orange Coast College for 
seven decades of success. Our students, alumni, community members, and employees can be proud of the 
high-quality, contemporary institution OCC has evolved into since its founding in 1947. 

An important element of any college’s success is the commitment from its leaders. This year, Dr. Dennis Harkins retired 
after nine years as president. Dennis leaves behind a legacy of accomplishment and contributions to OCC’s academic 
and student support mission that has strengthened the College. 

While a national search takes place for a new president, the Board of Trustees has appointed Kevin Ballinger as Interim 
President through July 2019. Kevin has been part of the OCC family for more than 30 years, beginning as a student 
before launching his career as a faculty member, department chair, dean, and then vice president of instruction. Kevin 
is well prepared to lead OCC during this transition, as the College navigates accreditation renewal, faculty hiring, and 
large-scale construction projects. 

Meanwhile, the search for a new president has officially begun, with the composition of a committee that includes 
constituents from across the college community. Following a national search and consideration of qualified applicants, 
the committee will conduct interviews and forward 
finalists to the Board of Trustees for interviews in late COAST COMMUNITY DISTRICT Spring 2019. Following the selection and 
appointment of a successful candidate, 
OCC anticipates welcoming its new 
president in July 2019. I look forward to 
joining you in welcoming this new leader to 
the OCC campus. 

Sincerely, 

John Weispfenning, Ph.D. 

Board of Trustees 
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 Meet OCC’s 
Interim President: 
Kevin Ballinger 

Orange Coast College’s interim president is longtime member of the 
Coast community, dating back to his time as a student in the 1970s. 

On Nov. 7, the Coast Community College Board 
of Trustees appointed Vice President of Instruction Kevin 
Ballinger as interim president. He will serve in this capacity 
until the Coast Community College District’s search for a 
permanent president is complete in Summer 2019. 

Ballinger first arrived at OCC as a student in the fall 
of 1975, eventually earning an associate degree in 
neurodiagnostic technology. He was hired as a part-time 
faculty member in 1981 and became a full-time faculty 
member in 1985, before becoming an administrator as 
Dean of the Consumer and Health Sciences Division in 
1996 and Vice President of Instruction in 2015. 

He takes the helm at a critical time for OCC and will lead the College through its accreditation process, the 
implementation of a new statewide math and English placement model, and will help frame OCC’s Guided Pathways 
Project. Ballinger also will lead the Costa Mesa campus as it undergoes a significant physical transformation, including 
opening a new $24 million Planetarium in Spring 2019, and continued construction on both a new Student Union and 
Student Housing. Groundbreaking for a new Aquatic Center is also scheduled for early next year. 

“I’m honored to serve Orange Coast College as interim president during this period of change,” said Ballinger. “During 
the course of these next few months, the College will coordinate an accreditation site visit and finalize a transformational 
change in the way students are placed in math and English courses. OCC also will continue with significant facilities 
improvements using Measure M funds, state funds, foundation efforts, and private bonds.” 

Ballinger follows Dr. Dennis Harkins, who announced his retirement as president of Orange Coast College after nine years 
leading the campus. Harkins is the 10th — and third-longest-serving — president in OCC’s 70-year history. 

“I want to thank Dr. Harkins for everything he has done for OCC and congratulate him on his retirement,” said Ballinger. 

As Vice President of Instruction, Ballinger has taken an active leadership role in shared governance. He co-chairs the 
College’s Instructional Planning Council, the Student Success and Enrollment Committee and chairs the Accreditation 
Coordination Committee. 

He was awarded the OCC Manager of the year in 2005 and was a recipient of the “Hanging of the Orange” award in 
2012 for exemplary service to the College. 

Ballinger holds a bachelor’s degree in vocational education from California State University, Long Beach and a master’s of 
science in Educational Administration from National University. 



        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

C. William “Bill” Wood 

Message from 
Bill Wood/ 
Doug Bennett 
Dear Friends of Orange Coast College, 

Since 1985, the Orange Coast College Foundation has built a legacy of providing support for programs and projects that 
benefit OCC students. We are particularly grateful to the generous donors acknowledged in this report. 

Their gifts — totaling just over $10 million from July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 — have benefited students through 
funding for the new OCC Planetarium (page 4), a new AstroTurf baseball field (page 7), funds for student scholarships, 
support of the College’s performing and visual arts, gifts to the College’s nationally renowned School of Sailing and 
Seamanship, and myriad other programs and projects. 

The past 12 months have been the most financially successful in the OCC Foundation’s 30-plus year history. Notable gifts 
include 

■	 $1 million OCC emeritus faculty member Mary McChesney to sponsor the Foucault Pendulum in the new OCC 
Planetarium. 

■	 More than $1.9 million from an anonymous donor to support the installation of an AstroTurf baseball field at Pirate 
Park. 

■	 A gift of $100,000 from retired OCC faculty member Betty Yost for student scholarships. 

■	 Gifts valued at more than $3.9 million to the nationally recognized OCC School of Sailing & Seamanship, 
including: 

•	 Dover Girl a Queenship 61 from the Cavanaugh Family Trust of Newport Beach 

•	 The Santa Cruz 70 Transpac racing sailboat Holua from Brack Duker 

•	 Tranquilidad, a Beneteau 57 from Jeremy & Hilda Anywyld 

Other notable achievements supported by the generosity of donors to the OCC Foundation included the opening of the 
Pirates’ Cove Food Pantry and the awarding of $584,698 in scholarship support at Honors Night in May. Now serving 
more than 400 students a week, the Pirates’ Cove offers fresh fruits, non-perishable items and basic necessities to help 
students who are food insecure fill their needs. 

As we look ahead to 2019, the completion and grand opening of the new OCC Planetarium next spring is sure to be the 
highlight of the year. The Planetarium project, which was initiated by the OCC Foundation Board of Directors in 2008, 
will be a one-of-a-kind learning destination that will serve the campus and the Orange County community, both through 
college-level courses and field trips for elementary school students. 

We hope that you enjoy reading about the new and exciting developments at Orange Coast College, many of which are 
made possible by the support of our many generous donors and their gifts that benefit the students at OCC. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Bennett 
Chair, Orange Coast College Foundation Executive Director, Orange Coast College Foundation 
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Planetarium Update
 

Slightly behind schedule but racing toward the finish 

line, OCC’s Community Planetarium is nearing 

completion and on track to open in the Spring 


2019 semester. 


All major construction has been completed, including 
installation of the Planetarium’s dome and immersive 
theatre, glass-walled lobby, administrative offices, and 
tiled exterior. The Foucault Pendulum was installed in 
October, and the audio/visual equipment and theatre 
seating will be installed in the coming weeks. 

“We hope to be able to occupy the building in January, 
to begin preparation and training so that we can officially 
open our doors in February 2019,” says Planetarium 
Director Scott Mitchell. “We are planning to offer 
programs to the public on Friday nights and weekends, 
and we are working with the Orange County Department 
of Education to help get our field trip program up and 
running, with limited groups in the spring, and a full 
roll-out starting in September.” 

For more information on the Planetarium please call 
Scott Mitchell at (714) 432-5564. 
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OC Children’s Book Festival is 
‘Out of This World’ 

Storm Troopers marched throughout campus, a 
large red dog loomed tall, and children shrieked 
with equal joy and nervousness while petting giant 

snakes … it was all par for the course as Orange Coast 
College welcomed thousands of book lovers to campus 
on Sept. 30 for the annual Orange County Children’s 
Book Festival. 

The Book Festival - organized in partnership with OCC’s 
Foundation - brought more than 100 authors, illustrators 
and storytellers onto the College’s Costa Mesa campus, 
along with hundreds of vendors and community 
partners, such as the Mesa Water Department and 
Orange County Department of Education. 

Those in attendance had a chance to meet favorite 
authors and artists, including comedian and actor 
Shawn Wayans who appeared alongside his sister Kim 
Wayans, author of the popular “Amy Hodgepodge” 
book series. Fashion designer and cultural icon 

Paul Frank was also in attendance, debuting his first 
children’s book “She Loves Me,” which he co-wrote with 
Coast part-time faculty member Trevor McDonald (see 
story page 34). 

Youngsters were delighted to meet astronaut and 
“SHE-ro” Nicole Stott, who showcased artwork she 
created while living aboard the International Space 
Station in 2009. 

Several stages were set up throughout campus, 
including a S.T.E.M. stage, Entertainment stage, 
Illustrators stage, Animal and Nature stage, and more. 
There was also a live animal petting zoo. 

“This year’s festival highlighted kindness,” says OC 
Book Festival Executive Director Pat Burns. “Things 
like getting along in school amongst peers, loving and 
discovering the fun in math, and how doing well in 
school can take you out of this world.” 
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Home Run: 

OCC’s Baseball Field Gets a 
New Look in 2018 

Baseball players at Orange Coast College were 
in for a treat this past spring as the College 
unveiled a brand new AstroTurf© playing 

surface, courtesy of an anonymous donor. 

The new field is completely covered in synthetic 
turf, a departure from traditional turf fields that have 
dirt cutouts around the bases and pitcher’s mound. 
OCC also added new fencing and signage to the 
field, completing the transformation. 

The new field is not only visually appealing, it’s also 
eco-friendly, requiring little to no water to maintain. 
This was especially important at Coast, which prides 
itself in being a leader in sustainable practices in 
higher education. 

Having a new field ignited a competitive spirit in 
OCC’s baseball team this year, culminating in their 
second straight Orange Empire Conference title and 
taking them all the way to the State Final Four. 
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Special Visitor 
Gives OCC 
Baseball Players 
a Pep Talk 

The Orange Coast College baseball 
team received the surprise of their 
lives on May 24 when basketball 

legend and retired Laker Kobe Bryant 
stopped by the field to give them a pep 
talk two days before they were scheduled 
to compete in the state tournament. 

Bryant - a friend of head coach John 
Altobelli - was there to tell the boys to 
keep their heads in the game, and let go of all the 
distractions from everyday life. 

The 2018 Pirates Baseball team finished 34-15 
and captured its second straight Orange Empire 
Conference title. Coast advanced to the State Final 
Four, where they were eliminated in one of the state 
semifinal matchups against Sacramento City College. 

Ten players were recruited to continue their athletic 
careers at four-year universities, including Gus 
Culpo who is now attending University of Southern 
California, Cameron Jabara who attends the 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas, and Chris Ceballos 
who is pitching for Kansas State University. 

Team USA Visits Coast! 


Orange Coast College softball players were 
treated to a visit from two coaches and two 
players from Team USA this past summer. 

USA Softball Head Coach Patti Gasso (currently the 
head coach for University of Oklahoma) visited OCC’s 
players, along with two-time Olympic gold medalist 
Natasha Watley. Watley - an alumni of UCLA and 
a Honda Brodrick Cup Award winner - and Gasso 
are good friends of OCC Head Softball Coach Jodie 
Legaspi Kiaha. 

Team USA players Paige Lowary and Carly Hoover 
also visited OCC’s players, imparting words of 
wisdom for the Pirates to take into their upcoming 
spring season. 

Last year’s Coast softball team went 8-13 in the 
Orange Empire Conference. This year’s roster is 
looking strong, with 12 returning players and an 

aggressive training schedule that included the Pirates 
playing exhibition games this fall against four-year 
schools such as Cal State San Luis Obispo and Cal 
State East Bay. Coach Legaspi is optimistic that the 
team will be a powerhouse in the OEC in 2019. 
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Cytocast: OCC Architecture 
Students Take Maker Culture 
to LAB Anti-Mall 

In late November, Orange Coast College architecture 
students unveiled their latest masterpiece: an 
intricate, arched pavilion with a web-like design 

made of concrete. 

The students, led by instructor Joseph Sarafian, 
designed the temporary structure in honor of the 25th 
anniversary celebrations for Costa Mesa’s The LAB Anti-
Mall. The pavilion, dubbed the “Cytocast,” will serve as 
a bridge of sorts between The LAB’s ARTery Gallery and 
the Bootlegger’s Brewery. 

“We based the design of the Cytocast pavilion on the 

concept of social media’s influence on architecture, in 

that it bridges an organic form via new technologies, 

enhancing the experience of users,” says Sarafian. 


To build the structure, Sarafian and his students mixed 
and poured concrete into a fabric mold using industrial 
robots. After curing, several wishbone-shaped concrete 
pieces were bolted together into a vaulted shape to 
create an archway. 

The unique concrete casting technique was developed 
by Sarafian and his business partner Ron 
Culver, who co-founded Form Found 
Design. Past projects include a “MARS 
Pavilion” commissioned by Amazon 
founder and CEO Jeff Bezos for his 
annual MARS Conference. 

The LAB Anti-Mall’s anniversary 
celebration included special music performances, 
communal dining experiences and rotating art 
installations throughout this past year. The launch event 
for “Cytocast” took place in late November. 

Students from OCC’s architecture, welding, machine 

technology and fashion department took part in the 

project, as well as OCC’s Makerspace and 

Architecture Club. 


To learn more about Sarafian’s work, visit 

www.formfounddesign.com 


OCC Annual Report 2017-2018 9   

https://www.formfounddesign.com/


Student Housing

Orange Coast College broke ground on student 
dormitories on Oct. 4, making it the first two-
year college in Southern California to offer 

student housing when the dorms open in Fall 2020. 

The housing project - which stemmed from research the 
College conducted that consistently showed students 
are struggling to find affordable housing in the area - will 
provide affordable and accessible housing for students 
from all walks of life including veterans, foster youth, 
single parents, international students, athletes and more. 
On-campus housing also will allow students at Coast 
to actively engage with the campus in meaningful ways, 
essentially transforming OCC into a 24-hour campus. 

With more than 800 beds, the dorms will serve as a key 
economic driver in the region while reducing the need 
for students to bring vehicles to the area while they 
are attending Coast. The facility will be academically 
focused, and students who live there will need to be in 
good academic standing. Other convenient amenities 
include study rooms, kitchens, laundry, community 
rooms, professional staff support and bike parking. 

The College is partnering with private firms for the 
project, with construction financed via $123 million in 
tax-exempt bonds. Rents are expected to be below 
market rates, which currently stand at $1,829 for a one-
bedroom apartment in Costa Mesa. 
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College Center & Student  
Life Building

Less than a week after breaking ground on student 
housing, more than 125 students, employees 
and community supporters gathered on Oct. 12 

as OCC broke ground on a new College Center and 
Student Life Building. The two buildings will replace the 
College’s current Student Center, built in 1952. 

The College Center and Student Life project are key 
components of OCC’s Vision 2020 plan, which has the 
College transforming into a modern, state-of-the-art 
campus. The College Center includes space for culinary 
and hospitality programs at Coast, as well as a new 

cafeteria, meeting and event space, and administrative 
offices. 

Meanwhile, the Student Life building will house OCC’s 
Associated Students, including student government and 
clubs. 

The total budget for both buildings is $89.9 million, with 
funding provided through Measure M. 

PLAY VIDEO

PLAY VIDEO
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHNY9oDYJTw
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Aquatic 
Center 

OCC is preparing for the official 
groundbreaking on its new Adaptive 
Physical Education and Aquatics Center 

early in the Spring 2019 semester. 

The facility will be part of the College’s kinesiology 
and athletics programs, and will include a new 
competition-sized pool, diving pool, adaptive pool 
for students with disabilities, as well as men’s and 
women’s locker rooms. The pool area will feature 
ample shade structures, paving the way for swim 
and water polo competitions at Coast. 

OCC’s men’s and women’s swim teams captured 
the State title in May of this year, establishing the 
College as a swim powerhouse in California. 
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Faculty Profile: 

Creative Writing Instructor 
Shares Her Comic Vision 
Part-time faculty & American Book 
Award recipient Rachelle Cruz talks 
graphic novels

Orange Coast College part-time 
English faculty member Rachelle 
Cruz gave a book talk in OCC’s 

Library in early November, reading from 
her new book “Experiencing Comics: 
A Guide to Reading, Discussing and 
Creating Comics” released in September 
2018. 

The talk - co-sponsored by OCC’s 
Friends of the Library - coincided with 
an announcement that Cruz had been 
selected as an American Book Award 
recipient for her debut poetry collection, 
“God’s Will for Monsters.” 

“As a poet and comics reader and fan, 
I’m really interested in the intersection between these 
two forms,” says Cruz. “I wrote ‘Experiencing Comics’ 
because I longed for an accessible text for students 
new to comics and for avid comics fans alike that could 
help them to slow down their reading and deepen their 
critical thinking and writing skills.”

“Experiencing Comics” is an introductory guide to 
comics that aims to teach readers how to “critically 
examine the craft and storytelling techniques found 
inside a graphic novel or comic” (www.rachellecruz.
com). The book can be used in a number of humanities 
or social science disciplines, including creative writing, 
comparative literature, gender or ethnic studies and 
sexuality courses.

“Comics are appealing because they’re fun to read 
(which is important) but it’s also way too tempting to 
‘binge-read’ them without engaging craft techniques,” 
explains Cruz. “It’s important to me to spotlight the 
groundbreaking work by contemporary creators 
and scholars from underrepresented and diverse 
backgrounds, from John Jennings and Damian Duffy, 

whose recent adaptation of Octavia Butler’s speculative 
fiction classic ‘Kindred’ won several comics awards this 
year, to Taneka Stotts, who won an Eisner Award at 
San Diego Comic-Con for her anthology, ‘ELEMENTS, 
An Anthology by Creators of Color,’ which was 
crowdfunded on Kickstarter. This is an exciting and 
innovative time in the comics world, and I just wanted 
my students to learn and be a part of it.”

Cruz received the Hillary Gravendyk Regional Poetry 
Prize in 2016 for “God’s Will For Monsters.” She is 
originally from Hayward, Calif. and has taught at OCC 
part time for more than five years.

An Emerging Voices Fellow, Kundiman Fellow, and 
VONA writer, Cruz earned her master of fine arts 
degree in creative writing and the performing arts from 
University of California, Riverside, and her bachelor’s 
degree in liberal arts/liberal studies from Sarah Lawrence 
College. She teaches courses in comics, poetry, English 
and creative writing at OCC and at the University of 
California, Riverside.
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Orange Coast College and the 
OCC Foundation are appreciative 
of the continuing donations from 

the community in support of students. The 
Foundation has a legacy of financial prudence 
and responsibility. Gifts are managed with the 
fiduciary oversight ensuring the Foundation 
provides OCC students with the help they need.

THANK
         YOU

1947 1948 1953
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Orange Coast College is established 
on Jan. 27, 1947 with Dr. Basil H. 
Peterson as the first president.

OCC is awarded 243 of the Santa 
Ana Army Air Base’s original 900 
acres, and Newport Harbor Union 
High School’s night program becomes 
OCC’s first active classes.

OCC leases land adjacent to the Lido 
Channel to serve as a base for the 
College’s crew program. 
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OCC’s football stadium opens. It is 
renamed Harry R. LeBard Stadium  
in 1967.

More Richard Neutra-designed 
structures on campus are completed, 
including the Science Building and 
Planetarium.

The Forum is built, making it the 
first large lecture hall classroom on 
campus.
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Vida Shajie
Terry & Joyce Shibuya
Cary Simonds
Simple Green
Marilyn Sion
Frederick Steadry
Robert & Anne Stewart
Robert Stirrat
Scott Strong
Susan G. Komen Foundation
Taylor Grant Family
Kathryn Thomas
Barbara Venezia & Stan Tkaczyk

Trader Joe’s
Tulsa Rib Company, Inc.
Larry Watts
Wave Electric
World Pet Association, Inc.

$500 – $999
Ryder Adams
Alta Loma High School Choral  

Booster Club
Dan Amado
Suri Sadai Arellano Medrano
Patricia Arfsten
David Badajoz
Peter Baine
Karen Baker
Ted & Marsha Baker
Kevin Ballinger
Brian Battisti
Brian & Kim Battisti
Gillian Bidgood
Jimmy Bishop
George & Esther Blanc
Amanda Bloom
Matthew Chapman
Linda Chapman-Moeller
Jim Clarkson
Ann Cleland
Christopher Clifton
Heather Codding
Mary Copelin
Jo Ann Copp
CMAC Costa Mesa Aquatics Club
Costa Mesa Historical Society
Costa Mesa Orange Coast Lions

Kenneth Crawford
Michael Cyrus
Kim Davis
Thomas Deardorff
Rendell Drew
Dave & Sharon Duffy
Craig Ekberg
Robert Ellis
Thomas & Deanna Emick
Geoffery Ewertz
Diane Ewertz
Farmers Insurance
First Bank
First Church of Christ, Scientist
Debra Fisher
Curtis Fleming
Stephen & Lynda Flynn
Eric Forssell
Scott Freeman
Meredith Frye
Richard Gannon
Olympia Garcia
Alfred Gardner
Garf’s Sports Lounge, Inc.
Dina Georgian
Mike Gibbons
Brian & Roxanne Gilliam
GJP Consulting, Inc.
Larry Graham
Carol Grams
Juan Gutierrez
Patricia Hadden
Dave Halliday
Dennis Harkins

OCC wins a victory at the Junior Rose 
Bowl, beating Northeastern Oklahoma 
21-0.

“Tumbleweeds to Roses,” a history of 
Orange Coast College is published. Dr. 
Basil Peterson hoildng Tumbleweeds 
to Roses book.

Campus radio station begins 
broadcasting.

1963 1965 1971
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Harpco Construction and  
Development INC.

Scott & Amy Hellman
Alisa Hill
Ernie Hnatiuk
Clayton Holmes
Jackson Homan
Brette Hospedales
Richard & Cathe Hutchison
Jose Ibarra
Integrity Applications Inc.
Scharrell Jackson
Nancy Jarecki
Gayle Jennings
Richard & Janet Johnson
Cheryl L. Jupiter
Raymond Kaleel
Joanne & Dennis Keith
Dennis & Joanne Keith
Kathleen Kelly
Mary Kennedy
Michael & Susan Klein
David Klein
Denise Kross
Landscapes Inc.
John Lenanton
Benjamin Lohman
Jose Lozano
Karim Makarechi
Christopher & Angela Mazelin
Kim McKee
John McKee
Leland & Kim Means
Steve Mensinger
Charlene Metoyer

Robert Millett
Binh Miyasato
Georgie Monahan
Bryce Moon
Kate Mueller
New York Life
Newport Rib Co., Inc.
Kevin & Erin O’Neill
Orange County Fine Arts, Inc.
Thomas Osborne
Phillip Peterson
Tom Pletts
Franklin Pratto
Julie Price
Charles Schwab Profit Partners 

Investments
Cindi Reber-Bonhall
Craig & Margaret Richardson
Maryhelen Richey
Guido Rietdyk
Alison Riggio
Hal & Terry Rose
Uwe Rotschedl
Eliza Rubenstein
Patrick & Robyn Scanlon
Robert Schneiderman
Dorothy Schrupp
Kelle Senye
Eva Shaffer
Dennis Shannon
Julie Simer
Monte & Charlene Sloan
Chase Smith
Lynn Smith
Southern California Restaurant Writers

Jocina St. John
Lon Stickney
Marcel Stiffey
Superior Meat Distributors
Jeff Thompson
Betty Thompson
Maria Traver
Michelle Turner
Holly Ulicki
Melissa Verdugo
Verve Press
Arlene Vieau
Leroy & Lisa Watson
Patrick & Dawn Watz
Seth Welcom
Wells Fargo Foundation Education 

Matching Gifts Program
David & Kerry Werstine
Jennifer Williams
Michael & Sherri Wilson
Brian & Margaret Witt
Albert Wong
Jerry Wood
Robert Zhe

$250 – $499
Madjid Niroumand
Terrill & Joann Gloege
Neal & Kam Stehly
Kurt & Donna Weber
Raul & Myra Jimenez
Eric & Sabina Hamre
Chris & Christine Drover
Mike Koerner
Leslie McCall

Joannie Williams
Robert Donohue
Richard & Reona Furrell
Deanne & Patrick Hemmens
Cheri Lawell
Kevin Megill
James Morgan
Steve & Barbara Morihiro
David & Teri Neumann
Jason & Margaret Odgers
David Okura
Tina & Felipe Serrano
Smart & Final Charitable Foundation
Shawn Musarra
Anthony & Jennifer Hedayat
Chipotle
Courtney Anderson
Christina Ramirez
Jan Goerrissen
Hannah Del Barto
Douglas Dwyer
Maggie Grisham
Gwendolyn Lloyd
Candy Pettus
Rhonda Wright
Skylar Kimura
Claudia Montoya-Andrews
Lisa Sapra
Richard & Kazumi Williams
Allen Tire Company
Mike & Julie Bullock
Harborside Restaurant
Curtis & Kelley Visca
Helen Forbes
Craig Irvin

OCC’s competitive surf team is 
formed, and captures the state surfing 
championship in its first year.

The Men’s Basketball team wins 
the State Championship, and the 
College’s Speech team wins their first 
national title by a record-breaking 45 
points.

The Alaska Eagle is donated to OCC’s 
sailing program by Neil Bergt.

1977 1979 1982
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Christopher Kulik
Mimi Taylor
Sharon Jones
Sean Connor
Shahriar Davari
Steven Goetz
Aylor Construction, Inc.
David Bush-Brown
Stuart Cogan
Andy Duncan
Michael & Lucinda Egner
Amy Esslinger
Susan Hall
David Michaud
Susan Mills
Mitchell Munt
Mike Ogden
Shivanand Pole
Dyanna Richards
Russ Rowell
Justin Scott
W.L. & JoAnne Scroggin
Paul & Mary Sowa
Linda Zimmerman
Maureen Crayton
Mark & Marlynn Taylor
Elliott Badzin
Geoff & Jody Madsen
Fred Honebein
Bradford Hubler
Maria Alvarez
David Harper
Melinda Herndon
David & Jacqueline Ledbetter
Rich Pagel

Diane Smart Leigh
Terry Murray
Rylee Adair
Molly Andrews
Teresa Araiza
Michael & Karla Armstrong
Bluewater Grill Newport Beach 

Bluewater Grill Newport Beach
Mitchell Branum
Capital Pacific Real Estate
Paige Connell
Larry Dickinson
Curtis & Janet Dunham
Edward Elfenbein
Samuel Ellsworth
Cyndee Ely
Steven Epstein
Anthony & Janie Gonzales
Jeanette Green
Sara Guentz
Mark & Allyson Haderlein
Marc Hamilton
Karen Hindin
Yumi Hoashi
Doug Johnson
Frederick Judd
Luke Kennedy
Nancy & Kenneth Krueger
Emma La Mer
Sierra Lim
Ronald Marshall
Anthony Moiso
Arabian Morgan
Jeanne Neil
Richard & Tehnaz Rutledge

Justin & Ann Marie Ryan
Cyndie Shepard
Jim Shull
Rick & Kimberly St. Laurent
Stephenson & Company
James Sugden
John Thompson
Shannon Thornton
Sean Wellengard

$100 - $249
Abarca’s Cell Phone Repair
D Adams
Richard & Roberta Adams
Fred Allen
Kim Allen
Kathy Allen
Altraco
Susan Alvarez
Hillary Amado
Chris Amaral
Carlos Anderson
Jeffrey Angle
Manuel & Sandra Argomaniz
Kim Arguello
Christopher S. Aufdemberg,  

D.D.S., Inc.
Sandy Auguston
Cecil & Leslie Avery
Evelyn Awai
Jose Ayala
Becky Aylor
Scott Babcock
Brad Bailey
Douglass & Carolyn Bailey

Christine Bailey
Cherryl Baker
Diane Salcedo Balding
Jamie Ballard
John & Julia Barber
Rich Barden
Nichole Barta
Alan Bartholomew
Al Bartolic
Tony Bartolic
Patrick & Monica Bartolic
Doramary Bartolic
Randy Bates
Barry Bates
Kim Battisti
Simon & Adela Beck
Ken & Jess Beckerman
Peggy Bedini
Sheila Behr
Jane Bennett German
Marjorie Bennetts
Angela Benstein
Gregg Berry
C.G. & K G. Bishop
Sandy Blackie
Eric Blair
Stuart Blair
Robert Blauer
Bernadette Blue
Robert Bornemann
Michael Bortone
Jean & Bob Bowman
Dennis Brask
David & Cynthia Brazelton
Alaine Brewer

Bill Gates visits campus to give a talk 
titled “The Future of Computing” at the 
Moore Theatre.

OCC’s Farm, which originated with 
the birth of the College, is closed to 
makeway for the new Technology 
Center.

OCC’s Harry and Grace Steele 
Children’s Center is dedicated.

1989 1991 1998
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Richard & Kay Brightman
Carleton & Jean Brighton
Corwin Brown
John & Kay Brown
Rita Bruccheri
Stephen Bruno
Joseph & Marlene Bryan
John & Heather Bunnel
Jennifer Bushman Curreri
Ana Calderon
Wendy Callahan
Cara Necessary Campeau
James & Robyn Caperton
Rafael Cappucci
Mary Cardull
Klarissa Carmona
Joseph J Carrillo Sr
Larry & Katherine Caudill
Christopher Ceballos
Rhonda Ceballos
Kathryn Chambers
Karri Chan
Pierre Charette
Ann Chavez
Shari Ciko
Chris Clarke
Alison Clarke
Donna Clegg
Julia Clevenger
Dana Cochran
Shayne Cocotis
Agnes Cocotis
Miriam Cohee
Amy Cohen
Terri Cohen

Gregg & Barbara Colbert
David Cole
Susan Coleman
Kristen Coleman
Vanessa Collett
Gary Connors
Nancy Jo Coonis
Linda Copp
Pete & Eileen Corkery
Robert & Leanne Crescentis
Lisa Crummett
Pam Cuthbertson
Tricia & Francis Dallahan
Tricia Dallahan
Sylvia David
Benjamin Davis
Louise Dawson
Richard & Shirley Dayton
Pam Debusk
Eryn Del Favero
Phillip Delaporte
Jillian Demello
Tobi Denson
Brenda Deras
Christopher DeSurra
Terri Dobbs
Paul Donato
Jia Dong
Betsey Dougherty
Annette Drake
Dawn Driggs
Rhona Driggs
Nicole Dwyer
Jordyn East
Douglas & Lori Eggenburg

Roseanne Eichenbaum
James & Catherine Elder
Jennifer Ellis
Brandon Ellis
Enrique & Maria Escolano
Sandy Fainbarg
Drew Falanai
John Falco
Seamus & Dianne Fallon
Britt Farmer
First Samoan Full Gospel  

Pentecostal Church
Elliot Fischer
Gregg & Jeri Florence
Joe Flynn
Helen Forbes
Joy Forgiarini
Myrna Foster
John Fox
Terry Franco
Timothy Free
Jim & Mary Fregosi
Paul & Judith Frisina
Sheri Fuller
Jacob & Eden Furgatch
Daniel Gabaldon
Efren & Ramona Galvan
Kristi Genoway
Thomas Getz
Theresa Giacone
George & Nancy Giokaris
Deirdre Gonzalez
Heather Goodall
James Goodine
Bryan & Carolynne Goodson

B. Gotuzzo
Jacob Hack
Jane Hack
L. Kevin & Nancy Hadden
Darwin Hall
John Hamilton
Neil & Sandra Hanesn
Andra Hardin
Steve & Lisa Harding
Susan Harlan
Rick Harlow
Carolyn Harmes
Robert & Norma Harrison
Sandra hartness
M. Dennis & Roi Anne Hartzog
Yukie Hatsushi
Nancy Haught
Robin Haught
Vickie Hay
Elliot Hayes
Alexandra Hayes
Michael Healy
Michael & Susan Heckrotte
Nancy Hedlund
Louis Heil
Jesus Hernandez
Gabriela Hernandez
Teresa & Juan Herrera
Melisa Hesla
John Hill
HolÃ© MolÃ©
David Holland
Melanie Holland
David & Lynn Hollibaugh
Heidi Hollos

A small island off the coast of British 
Columbia named “Rabbit Island” is 
donated to OCC.

OCC’s Sailing Center is renovated 
with improvements including 
wheelchair accessibility, a women’s 
locker room, and seismic safety 
upgrades.

Dennis Harkins becomes the 10th 
president of Orange Coast College.

2002 2009 2010
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Patrice Holloway
John Homan
Joe Homan
Jill & David Hood
Capus Hope
Mary Hornbuckle
Ann Hornstra
Vincent Horpel
Patricia Hotz
Curt Hoyt
Judi Hughes
Nancy Hunyadi
Jolene Irwin
Kirk Iversen
Etta Jackson
Neto Jacquez
Clarissa Jacquez
G. Derek Jarvis
Mike Jensen
Lisa Jette
Edwynn & Jody Johnson
Evelyn Johnson
Tileree Johnson
Don Johnston
Robert & Mary Jones
Orv Jordahl
Margarida Ju
Aurelia Juarez
Ilene Karpman
Melind Kartsonis
Walker & Shelley Keller
Elaine Kelley
Dennis Kelly
Tara Kennedy
Janelle Kim

Erin Kinder
Tom Kinder
Teuila King
Sherri Kline
James & Mary Jane Kluck
Don Knabe
Matt & Briana Knabe
Robert  & Jennifer Knapp
Suzanne Kneubuhl
Kelly Kneubuhl
Charles Knight Jr.
Lisa Knuppel
Lawrence & June Knuth
Denise & Kenneth Kross
Kathleen Labelle
Mary Langsdorf
James Lee
Adam Lee
McKinley Lefore
Nick Lehnert
Les Leslie
Julio Limonchi
Limonchi Construction
Dr. J. Linnan
Llewellyn Supply Company
Guadalupe Lopez
Beverly Loudin
Chris Lowry
Art & Joan Lucero
Eve Luckring
Mary Luuwai
Gordon Madsen
Donald & Karen Magee
Terril Magee
Maureen Magnuson

Kim Magnuson
Charles Maichel
James Jeanette Mamakos
Jeremy Manese
Dennis Mari
Lynne Marian
Lisa Mariotti
Cara Marshall-Bryan
Cedrick Martin
Loreen Martinez
Matthew Martinez
Suzy Mathieson
Anne McClanahan
Robyn McElvenny
James & Lauri McMillen
Mark McQuitty
Shelby McQuitty
Joseph Medeiros
Stephanie Mendez
Vicente Mendoza
Diane Nelson Menninger
Nick Mercado
Hans Mercer
Monty & Stephanie Merkin
Monty Merkin
Scott & Heidi Merritt
Shanise Mersburgh
Kathleen Michaud
Ed Michaud
Chris Miles
Lee Miller
Alice Miller
Jesse & Maria Miramontez
Mika Mitchell
Dina Mitchell

John & Jeannie Modeer
Theresa Monroe
Michael & Jeannie Moore
Bob & Beverly Moosman
Jim Moreno
Loretta Morris
Theresa Mortensen
Xeno Muller
A. Patrick Munoz
Connie Murphy
Donna Murphy
James Napolitano
James & Maria Nauman
Marguerite Nevarez
Tina Newman
Michelle Ngo
Ky Nguyen
David & Christine Njust
Ellen Nordburg
Ken Ogden
Shannon O’Neal
Nala Osorio
Harriet Ouellette
Vinta Oviatt
Debbie Palfy
Michele Pallander
Lynnsey Parker
David Parr
Dhara Patel
Dru Patterson
Dee Dee Person
Pete Peterson
Arthur & Caroline Pettengill
Christie Pettus
Alvin Pfeiffer

Orange Coast College is ranked 
number two among 50 colleges 
nationwide by valuecolleges.com 
based on educational return on 
investment.

OCC opens its new Recycling 
Center, with the hopes that it will be 
the first building in the world to receive 
LEED, SITES, and TRUE Zero Waste 
designations.

OCC’s new Astroturf© baseball field is 
funded by an anonymous gift of $1.9 
million. 

2016 2017 2018
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Mary Anne Pham
Frank & Elsie Pirkel
Stacie Pirrone
Patricia Pizzo
Javier Ponce
Chris Pope
Steve & Sherry Popovich
John & Nicole Portillo
John Portillo
Leslie Potts
Clifford Pradd
Charlene Prager
Stephanie Preciado
Britta Kvinge Pulliam
Michael Quezada
Adele Rahn
Anna Liza Ramillano
Mayra Rebeles
Adam Reddel
Steven & Sharon Reichwein
Charles Reiser
Theresa Reiser
Jose Reyes
Robert Richey
Bill Robbins
Jerry & Phyllis Robbins
Brandon & Nancy Rogers
Carlos Rosales
Martha Rosales
Jaclyn Rosenberg
Jenny Rosoff
Phillip Ross
Tiffany Rowe
Rick Rowe
Martin Rowe

David Ryberg
Gus & Irene Sabelino
Margie Sacks
Thomas Saftig
Sally & Duane Bartholomew Family 

Charitable
Sammons Rentals LLC
J Savidan
Denise Schaefer
Harry & Angela Schirer
Gregory & Lynette Schoenman
Randy & Shirlee Schoenman
Greg Schoenman
Cecilia Schreyer
Alan Schwartz
Jeffrey & Sandi Scroggin
Kirk Seabold
Patricia Secor
Haleh Shaikh
Karen Shanley
Kevin Shannon
Angela Shepard
Carmen Sherman
Carla Shy
Bob Silver
Susan Sink
Dusanka Skaljac
Leon Skeie
Barbara Skelly
Ken Slosberg
David Scott & Robin Smith
Bonnie Smith
Lani Snyder
Suzanne Snyder
Steve Soltz

Richard Somers
Janice Sommer
David Song
Southern California Scientific, Inc.
Maureen Sparks
Paul & Sharon Speights
Joe Stead
Jeff Steele
Dana Steele
Brandon Steele
Christina Story
Tim & Camille Strader
Chunling Sun
Surfside Sports
Shigeko & Grace Takimoto
John Tallichet
Sonia Tempia
Pavithra & Sanjai Thankachen
Jeff Thayer
Chris Thayer
The Carter Companys
John & Kelly Thomas
Jeff Thompson
Julie Thornton-Adams
Nancy Timmons
Byron Tobey
Priscilla & Jeffrey Tomazin
Julie Tran
Ronald & Erin Turner
Esther Twitchell
U Kyaw Win and Gandasari Win 

Charitable Fund
Dad & Mom Umu
Frederick Underwood
United Health Group

Edith Van Huss
Steve & Janice Vande Steeg
Suzan Varga
Meka Voge
Angie Volkman
Erich Von Batsch
Mark & Dana Votendahl
Danielle Votendahl
Brock & Jean Wagner
Jim Wakefield
Jill Wall
Bonny Walleman
Sean Walters
Jeffrey & Deborah Ward
Matt Warner
Charles & Vicki Warren
David Washburn
Shelly Lee Weaver
Shelby Weeda
Terri Weikel
Jeff & Karen Weins
Tom Weir
Frederick Wempe
Jay Wexler
William White, III
George Williams
Ellen Williams
Monica Witt
Julie Wofford
Mark & Shirley Wold
Mandy Woo
Duane & Carole Wood
J. Ted Wray
Kim Wright
Hanan Yaqub

New Orange Coast College 
Planetarium opens to serve the 
community.

2019
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This list includes gifts 
of over $50 made to the 
Orange Coast College 
Foundation between 
January 1, 2016-17 and 
Dec 31, 2016-17.  Every 
effort has been made to 
insure the accuracy of 
this list.  We apologize for 
any names inadvertently 
omitted.  If you have any 
questions about this list 
please contact Doug 
Bennett at (714) 432-5126 
or dbennett@cccd.edu
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L. M. Yauger
Lynne Yauger
Keika Yoshizumi
Marilou Young
Denise Young
Toni Young
Mark Zaffino
Rebekah Zepfel

$50 - $99
Sharon Adams
Aesha Akahi
Jerry Alban
Rob Alleman
Timothy Allen
Roberta Allen
Darcy Alsop
Patricia Amarant
Princess Anastasia
Courtney Anderson
William Anthony
Bob Argomaniz
Justin Argomaniz
Imer Arguello
Robert Arthur
Ken Ashton
Gustavo Azcuenaga
Margie Bailey
Vee Balma
Nicholas Bartolic
David & Deanna Behler
Renae Bellah
Helen Bielak
Christy Bordeaux
Carole Borg
Melissa Borgmeyer
Michael Boyce
Kelley Brent
Lora Brigham
Patrick Brosnan
Richard Brown
Sharis Brown
Dara Brown
Patty Brown
William Burkett
Bryson Burns
Michael Carey
Don & Lee Carlile
Sandra Carlisle
Yvonne Carrico
Bob & Cindy Carroll
Victor Castillo
Michelle Cerizo
Pamela Chavez
Will Chavez
Jose Chay
Nikki Chew

Wen Ling Chou
Jeanne Christie
Greg Christy
Doug Clay
Alise Clevely
Fiona Clyne
Joanne Clyne
Paul Cocotis
Agnes Cocotis
Eme Coll
Diane Colvin
Tom Connell
Francisco Coria
Concha Coronado
Sindi Corwin
Casey Costa
Jenny Cravens
Earl & Maria Crisp
Alice Cross
Elly B. Curreri
Jason Curry
Tony Davis
Jeffery & Anitra Dempsey
Judy Dempsey
Donna Di Ferdinando
Sam Diamand
Ted Diamantopoulos
Jeannette DiNella
Laurie Dion
Teresa Dobbs
Theresa Dodson
Doria’s Haus of Pizza, Inc.
Jeremy Dorse
Sam & Paula Downing
Sue downing
Jane Downs
Kevin & Donka Drozd
Don Dutro
Edwards Lifesciences Foundation
Jeff Eggenburg
Jessica Eldridge
Betsy Elliott
William Emick
Gerald & Mary Lou Erwin
Gioconda Estrada
Hedwig Evans
Portia Evans
Caleb Farmer
Don Farmer
Bill Farr
Jo Anne Ferguson
John Finn
Shane Flanigan
Candee Fleming
Mary Lou Flesh
Darlene Flores
David & Angela Forney

Kurt & Leanne Forshager
Christine Forte
Kristen Francis
Pam Fried
Lori Fuller
Geoff Fults
Greg Fults
Tom & Theresa Gallivan
Moises Garcia
Joseph Garcia
Diane Garza
GEO Building Services Inc.
Dick & Pat George
Michele George
Kim Gervasoni
Michelle Gironda
Tamara Gonzalez
Ignacio Gonzalez
Milda Goodman
Carol Goree
Eric Graham
Greg Green
Marc & Barbara Gregerson
Teresa Griffin
Lucy Groetsch
Monica Gutierrez
Miki Hacney
Andrew Halloran
Sarah Hamre
Kristi Harrell
Steve Hart
Adrienne Hawkinson
Brian & Michelle Hendel
Kevin Henson
Wendy Hershman
Alice Hill
Kaitlyn Hodge
Devyn Holland
Timothy & Siri Holmes
Julie Horn
Jeremy Horne
David Hughes
Jack Hutchison
Susan Irons
Tanya Iskierka-Sapp
Madison Jabara
Jami Jacobi
Sally Jacobs
Susann Jarvis
Douglas Jarvis
Emma Jeffery
Georgia Johnson
Ron Johnson
Mary Ann Johnson
Jacqueline Jones
Amy Jones
Jim Kahal

Kalea Special Events
Carol & Irwin Kanode
Wesley Kartch
Shelley Keller
Ray Kelley
Cheryl & Ray Kelley
Gerald Kessler
Issam & Rania Khalaf
Jill Kimbrough
Robert & Mirela Kluck
Connie Knott
Betsy Koestler
Paul Kohne
Kathryn Kross
Veit Kugel
David Kulcinski
Lori Lammerding
Jacob Landa-Gaulrapp
Terri Landers
John Landry
Mickey Laux
Bekah Laverty
Lawtons Development LLC
Mary Leahy
Jodi Levesque
Michael Levy
Lynne Lewis
Christina Licata
Bob Lien
Kathy Limonchi
Lisa Lindskog
Lorie Littler
Jennifer Litwin
Natalya Livingston
Samuel & Fawn Livingston-Gray
Ken Lloyd
Joe Logiudice
Jorge Lomeli
Elaine Lozano
Elizabeth Lucas
Robert Luuwai
Helen Luuwai
Kristen Madsen
Dianna Mahfood
Gina Malkiewicz
Vesna Marcina
Isabella Mariotti
Lynette Marrujo
Charles Marshall
Brenda Martinez
Olivia Martinez
Lorna Marucut
Eliot Mason
Patty Mateo
Luckett & Marianne Maynard
Joan McBride
Gretchen McGinnis



Kirke & Donata Mechem
Reyna Medina
San Mendoza
Max Mertz
Richard Messenger
Blake Michaels
Kim Miller
Susan Miller
Frankie Miller
Lindsay Moffett
Santosh & Carolyn Mohanty
Alejandro Molina
Joanna Monzingo
Theresa Moody
Craig & Heather Moothart
Kathy Morgan
Tracy Morse
Robert Morse
Martha MRodriguez
John Muir
Nakase Brothers Wholesale Nursery
Michael Napolitano
Yesenia Navarro-De La Rosa
Michelle Nevarez
Larry Norris
Kirk Ojendyk
Marionette Oliver
Jim & Maria Olivero
Christine Olivolo
Melanie Olson
James Owen
Dan Owens
Marena Padden
Mary Palumbo
Patrick Pangan
Alex Peñaloza
Lisa Pearson
Imelda Perfetti
Marian Perrin
Jacob Petersen
Carmela Pham
Emiliano Pineda
Tiffany Pompa
Paul Possemato
Polina Pustylnik
Lilia Quintero
Therese Quintinar
Steve & Martha Radosevich
Savannah Ragsdale
Dylan Raphael
Vicki Regnier
Nathan Reichwein
Karla Reinhardt
David Reyes
Marco Reyes
Ed Rhoad
Jan Ridgeway

William & Maureen Riley
Luis Rivera
Linda Rocque
Albert Rogers
Maria Rogers
Chino Romero
Craig Rommel
Grammy Rommel
Bret Ross
Dave Ruhl
Diana Sanders
Robert & Paula Sands
Chantel Saucedo
Linda Schemmerling
David schirer
Carl Schloessman
Gregory Schmidt
Jonathan Schubert
M. J. Selby
Martha Selock
Hicham Semaan
John Sempre
Jerome Sheridan
Shoreline Yacht Club
Anissa Simmons
Luva Skelton
Christian & Catherine Skytte
Kelly Small
Linda Smith
Sandra Spears
Patty Stamos
David & Carole Steele
Margaret Stehly
Richard Stepp
Craig Stieglitz
David & Claire Stoneman
Neal Stulberg
Jess & Barbara Sturgeon
Mary Sullivan
James & Lynne Sutter
John Sykora
Carolyn Tashiro
Maria Taylor
Shane Templeman
Bruce Terry
Malena Thee
Sue Thomas
Cissy Thornton
Donna Tice
Johnny Tidwell
Brenda Tiernan
Steve Tindall
Guy Torelli
Jacqueline Tran
Travis Tucker
David Ulicki
Siafega Umu

Olga Van de Vort
Barbara Van Gaasbeek
Linda VanKirk
Leonel Vasquez
Angel Vazquez
Steve Velez
Samuel Vena
Viola’s Management Company LLC
Tamanh Vo
Julie Wakefield
Richard Walker
CHenena Ward
Anna Wassman
Cyndy Wasso
Tanya Watson
Larry Weichman
Aaron & Cher Weiss
Ian Welsh
Ian Welsh

Jodi West
Don Wetherell
Teri Whiffen
Kerry Whilite
Gloria Whitman
Colleen Wilcox
Deborah Willard
Paul Woo
C. William Wood
George Wormsby
Ronald Wright
Jesse Wynne
Jock Yeager
Nobuhiro & Sachiko Yoshikawa
Virginia Yourg
Xavier Zendejas
Debbie Ziegler
Antanik Zorayan

Legacy Donors

M any donors to the Orange Coast College 
Foundation choose to make significant gifts 
to the College via their wills and estate plans.  

Below is a list of individuals who believed enough in 
the work of OCC to ensure that the College remains a 
force for good in the lives and careers of generations of 
students via such a gift:

Margaret “Maxine” Andrews
Maruja Baldwin
Charles & Betty Beecher
Mikel Bistany
John & Elizabeth Blaich
Shirley Brooke
Dr. Giles T. Brown
Howard Chastain
George Ciarlo
Ray Fladeboe
Mary Grant
Evelyn Greenhalge
Monta Harvey
Donald Haskell
Jane Hilgendorf
Alberta Hood

Dr. Richard Houghton
David Johns
Ruth Miller
Donna Moore
Joseph Pearlman
Bucky Pofahl
Helen Prothers
Margaret Ramondetti 
Ernest J. Schag
Olive Lipot Stahl
Richard Steele
Elizabeth Steele*
Herman R. Tate
Margaret “Peg” Taylor
Makoto Yoshida

*Indicates gifts received in 2017-2018

The Orange Coast College Foundation deeply appreciates 
the support provided by these individuals to the college.  If 
you would like to learn more about how you can include 
Orange Coast College in your will or estate plan please 
contact Doug Bennett, Executive Director, Orange Coast 
College Foundation – (714) 432-5126 – dbennett@cccd.edu
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OCC FOUNDATION/
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

PHILANTHROPIC GIFTS OF $10,011,333 
SET ALL-TIME RECORD FOR OCC FOUNDATION IN 2017-2018

Total Gifts and pledges to the Orange Coast 
College Foundation for the 2017–2018 Fiscal 
Year set an all-time record of $10,011,333. 
Cash gifts total $6,035,937 and gifts of boats 
and equipment were valued at $3,975,396.

The value of the Foundation’s endowment 
were at a new high of $22,339,369 and the 
total assets of the foundation are now valued 
at over $32 million.

Endowment assets are managed by Northern 
Trust Bank and for the year ending June 30, 
2018 the fund earned 8.02% net of fees and 
since inception in 2012 the fund has earned 
6.56% net of fees.

Audited financial statements and 990 tax 
returns for the OCC Foundation are available 
at: http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/
about_occ/Foundation
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Cash Investments Property & 
Equipment Pledges Total Assets

$620,653 $22,339,369 $8,935,688 $183,040 $32,078,750
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INVOICE
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Accounts Receivable Accounts Payable Total Liabilities

$16,130 $52,201 $68,331

+ + + =

+ =
Unaudited as of 6/30/2018. Audited financial statements will be available on the Foundation’s 
website in early January at http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/Foundation
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CO M B I N E D  U C /C S U 
T RA N S F E R RAT E S  F O R 

O RA N G E  CO U N T Y
CO M M U N I T Y  CO L L E G E S 

2 01 7-1 8

# COLLEGE UC UCI TOTAL

1. Orange Coast College 481 1316 1797

2. Fullerton College 263 1385 1648 

3. Saddleback College 350 904 1254 

4. Irvine Valley College 578 647 1225

5. Golden West College 102 798 900

6. Cypress College 117 751 868 

7. Santa Ana College 155 681 836 

8. Santiago Canyon College 117 619 736

Sources: CSU Office of the President and UC 
Information Center Webpage

Sources: CSU Office of the President and UC Information 
Center Webpage

COMBINED  
UC/CSU TRANSFER 

RATES FOR  
ORANGE COUNTY

COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
2017-18

Still

# COLLEGE UC CSU TOTAL

1. Orange Coast College 481 1316 1797
2. Fullerton College 263 1385 1648 

3. Saddleback College 350 904 1254 

4. Irvine Valley College 578 647 1225

5. Golden West College 102 798 900

6. Cypress College 117 751 868 

7. Santa Ana College 155 681 836 

8. Santiago Canyon College 117 619 736

For more information visit: 
www.orangecoastcollege.edu/toptransfer
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A Storybook Duo

There are plenty of famous dynamic duos that 
have graced the hardwood of the NBA - Jordan 
and Pippen, Shaq and Kobe, and Stockton and 

Malone are some of the most notable pairs that have 
achieved greatness.

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, the NBA’s all-time leading scorer 
and master of the skyhook, played with many legendary 
all-stars during his career, including Magic Johnson, 
James Worthy and Oscar Robertson. However, since 
retiring, the six-time NBA champion has formed a 
different kind of dynamic duo off the court with Orange 

Coast College creative writing professor Raymond 
Obstfeld. The two have teamed up to co-author  
dozens of books, comics and, most recently, produce 
television projects. 

Abdul-Jabbar and Obstfeld recently joined the writing 
team for the Veronica Mars reboot, which is scheduled 
to air on Hulu in 2019. What’s striking, however, is that 
their  friendship has a foundation that goes far outside the 
realms of basketball. 

“What’s more interesting about him is that he is incredibly 
knowledgeable about things like history and politics, and 

OCC’s creative writing professor Raymond Obstfeld and basketball legend 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar have a long history of collaborating on special projects.



just really has a breadth and depth of knowledge,” says 
Obstfeld on his friendship with Abdul-Jabbar. “I mean I 
like basketball, I play basketball, but we don’t talk  
about basketball much unless it’s for something specific 
like the books we wrote about his life. Mostly what 
we talk about involves history and science. Those are 
fascinating conversations.”

Obstfeld met Abdul-Jabbar while he was teaching 
at OCC. He says Abdul-Jabbar’s manager, Deborah 
Morales, was taking a class at OCC and had an idea to 
do a film with the basketball star. Morales was referred to 
Obstfeld, who met with both of them and suggested that 
Abdul-Jabbar should write a book first. He agreed and 
from there, the dynamic duo began to work on their first 
book together, “On the Shoulders of Giants: My Journey 
Through the Harlem Renaissance.” It was the first of 
many books the two would team up to co-author.

“Our relationship isn’t based on his past,” says Obstfeld. 
“[It’s] based on who he is now and what his interests are 
now. You can’t totally separate the two because of who 
he is. But his interests are so much broader than sports.”

Other books that Obstfeld and Abdul-Jabbar have co-
authored include a mix of basketball and non-sports 
focused titles, such as “What Color Is My World? The 
Lost History of African-American Inventors,” “Becoming 
Kareem: Growing Up On and Off the Court” and “Writings 
on the Wall: Searching for a New Equality Beyond 
Black and White.” The two have made the New York 
Times’ Best Seller list numerous times, and have been 
nominated for several NCAAP Image awards, winning the 
award once.

Abdul-Jabbar is an avid reader, which played a role 
in how he and Obstfeld got the opportunity to join 
the Veronica Mars reboot writing team. Obstfeld 
recommended a book to Abdul-Jabbar called “Slave 
Day,” authored by Veronica Mars creator Rob Thomas. 
Eventually Thomas contacted Abdul-Jabbar about writing 
an introduction to a re-release of “Slave Day” and Abdul-
Jabbar agreed.

Obstfeld and Abdul-Jabbar talked to Thomas about a 
show they were developing called “Trouble Man” and 
showed him some of what they’ve written so far. Thomas 
liked it and the three pitched the show to Warner Bros, 
who bought the show. Thomas later called Obstfeld 
and asked if he and Abdul-Jabbar would like to join the 
writing team on Veronica Mars.

“We jumped at it,” says Obstfeld. “I teach the pilot of 
Veronica Mars in my classes at OCC. I show it almost 
every semester as an example of great writing and 
structure and dialogue.”

Obstfeld still teaches part-time at OCC but for now he 
and Abdul-Jabbar are focusing their writing creativity on 
the Veronica Mars reboot. The job demands the writing 
team to be in the writers’ room from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
five days a week in addition to writing when they’re not in 
the room. But they do have some other projects in  
the works.

“We have several ideas for other television shows that 
we’re developing,” says Obstfeld. “We did a comic book 
together and we got a call from Marvel - they want us to 
come talk to them about doing another comic book. So 
that’s on the horizon.”
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  GOVERNMENT SAVINGS

Health $12.313 million

Crime $24.144 million

Welfare/unemployment $1.098 million

Total $37.555 million

$

  SOCIAL SAVINGS
Health $60.315 million

Crime $28.943 million

Welfare/unemployment $1.098 million

Total $90.356 million

TOP industries
IMPACTED by OCC
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STUDENTS
$835.4 million
Benefit: Higher future 

earnings

$169.4 million
Cost: Tuition, supplies, 

opportunity cost
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 UNEMPLOYMENT BY 
EDUCATION LEVEL  

$RETURN ON 
INVESTMENT FOR
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$538.2 million
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revenue, government 

savings

$118.4 million
Cost: State and local 

funding
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$4.90
Gained in lifetime earnings 

for students

$4.50
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public sector savings for 
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Gained in added state 

revenue and social savings 
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1 - Less than high school

2 - High school
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4 - Associate degree

5 - Bachelor’s degree or above
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Pirates’ Promise 

In Fall 2018, Orange Coast College launched its 
Pirates’ Promise, a guarantee of one-year of free 
tuition to first-time students at Coast. Vice President 

of Student Services Madjid Niroumand explains what the 
Pirates’ Promise program looks like, and how it will help 
contribute to student success. 

Q: What’s behind a program like Pirates’ Promise? 
How was the decision made to start this program at 
OCC?

A:The Pirates’ Promise was actually born of a 
statewide initiative where community college 

campuses and districts receive funding allocated by 
the state as part of Assembly Bill 19, or the California 
College Promise as it’s more commonly known. This 
initiative allows colleges that receive this funding to 
guarantee one full year of free tuition for first-time, 
full-time-enrolled students who meet certain criteria. 
At OCC, this is something we have been talking about 
for the past couple of years – how we could remove 
barriers for students who have financial difficulty. The 
fact that the funding now is here makes it a perfect 
opportunity to move forward with our Promise program, 
and we launched it right before the Fall 2018 semester. 

Q: Why was it important for OCC to participate in 
a ‘free tuition’ program? 

A: For us, the intent behind Pirates’ Promise is to 
facilitate people’s education. We did a number 

of surveys focused on students who were dropping 
classes after the semester began. The data told us that 
there are many financial barriers, and personal issues 
that are linked to financial problems, preventing students 
from completing their education. Many of our students 
are working while going to school, and for many, it is a 
choice between dealing with their day-to-day survival 
and life, and spending money on school. We wanted to 
remove that barrier.

Q: What type of criteria do students need to meet in 
order to qualify for the Pirates’ Promise program? 

A: They have to be in their first year at the College. 
Also, they must apply for FAFSA (Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid), and they must be enrolled full 
time. If a student is graduating from a high school in our 

district, as long as they are enrolled full-time, in 12 units, 
and they do not already qualify for tuition waiver through 
other financial aid, we will cover their tuition using the 
Pirates’ Promise. Students who graduate from a high 
school outside of our district will still benefit by enrolling 
in 15 units. 

Q: What has the response from students been so far? 

A: It’s been very good! What’s interesting is that 
we’ve had several students who come in to apply 

for Pirates’ Promise, and they end up qualifying for free 
tuition through the California Promise program (formerly 
known as the Board of Governors fee waiver.) We are 
working on finding the best way to communicate with 
students and clarifying how they can take advantage of 
the Pirates’ Promise.  

Q

Q

Q Q
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Q: Do you think OCC’s promise program will 
motivate students to take their education more 
seriously? 

A: I believe so. I think we look at it from two different 
angles:  we need to remove barriers as much as 

we can because we have a diverse population. For the 
students who have financial difficulty and are working, 
this should be a way to at least give them some type 
of assistance so they can focus on their education. 
At the same time, because the program requirement 
is  full-time enrollment, this helps students to be 
encouraged to take additional units if they are close to 
the full-time enrollment. By taking additional classes, 
students can finish their program quicker and also have 
an opportunity to have their tuition paid through the 
College’s Promise program. We also have some other 
eligibility criteria. For example, we ask that students 
meet with their counselor to develop a comprehensive 

Q Many of our students are working 

while going to school, and for many, 

it is a choice between dealing with 

their day-to-day survival and life, 

and spending money on school. We 

wanted to remove that barrier.

continued on page 32



educational plan so they understand their goals and 
how they can achieve those goals. We also require that 
students maintain a 2.0 GPA, and once they do that 
we will pay the subsequent semester. Those are the 
requirements for them to continue being eligible for the 
Pirates’ Promise. 

Q: What’s the ultimate goal of the Pirates’ Promise? 

A: The intent is to promote student success and 
program completion. We try to facilitate people’s 

education, and meet the financial need that students 
face in order to complete their studies. However, I 
think we still need a lot of resources to truly look at the 
individual level of each student to see what other barriers 
they face. The payment for tuition is one, but there 
are a number of other challenges that each student 
might have. I hope at some point we can have enough 
resources to satisfy the needs of each and  
every individual.

Q: So what you’re saying is this is not a cure all… 

A: This is a great assistance. It helps with tuition 
for students who are full-time for their first year. 

We need to be dynamic and look at all the resources 
available to students in order to satisfy the program’s 
original intent, which is completion and student success. 
The plan is to extend the Pirate’s Promise and provide 
more support such as textbooks, in addition to tuition.  
While it alleviates and it helps some areas, our students 
have different needs .. child care issues, financial, 
personal, scheduling, to name a few. I would hope that 
at some point we could expand our services to provide 
more specific individual-based assistance for each 
student.

Q: OCC is going to see a lot of big changes on our 
campus in the next couple of years, both physically 
and in our processes. How does Pirates’ Promise fit 
into all of that? 

A: There are a number of different initiatives currently 
in the planning stages that focus on student 

success. I think these initiatives are all really relevant to 
the intent of the Pirates’ Promise - for example, Guided 
Pathways provides information and education for 
students to understand what they want to do,with their 
eventual career goal in mind, and helps them select their 
program accordingly. AB705 will hopefully help students 

starting in transfer-level courses with appropriate 
support to succeed and finish those transfer-level 
courses. Again, all of these initiatives focus on  
student success. 

Q: What should students who are thinking of 
applying for the Pirates’ Promise know before they 
get started? 

A: We have a Pirates’ Promise website where 
students can fill out an application, and they will 

be contacted by the office of Student Equity. There is 
no deadline to apply; we are accepting applications on 
an ongoing basis. All students need to do is to fill out 
an application, apply for FAFSA as a requirement, and 
if they don’t receive the California Promise and they are 
enrolled full-time, we will pay their tuition. For the rest 
of the semester, they need to create a comprehensive 
educational plan and finish their classes with a 2.0 
GPA. If they register full-time again for the subsequent 
semester, we will do the same thing.

Q

Q
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Q Q

Vice president Niroumand oversees the Student 
Services Wing at OCC, which includes enrollment 
services, financial aid and student equity.
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It's Cooler @Coast'

*expected completion date of Fall 2020

TOP 
transfer college in Orange County  

to University of California and  
California State University campuses.

 FIRST 
community college in Southern  

California with student housing.*

ONLY 

student-run public aquarium in  
the United States.

www.orangecoastcollege.edu

ORANGE COAST COLLEGE

http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/Pages/home.aspx


Welcome Home Paul

In early October, the Orange Coast College 
family welcomed home one of its own with “P.F. 
Workshop,” a weeklong showcase of all things Paul 

Frank at the OCC Fashion department’s pop-up shop, 
The Box.

Frank — the founder and creative genius behind Paul 
Frank Industries — has been a longtime fixture at Coast, 
beginning in the mid-1990s while he was a student 
studying art and fashion, and continuing as he returned 
to teach fashion design courses and share his success 
and wisdom with OCC students.

Best known for his whimsical characters, Frank 
has made his mark in the fashion industry with his 
company’s sales topping $40 million in the early 2000s. 
That “Paul Frank style,” with bright pops of color and 
retro charm has become recognizable all over the world, 
with Frank’s smiling characters featured on t-shirts, 
shoes, backpacks, toys, home goods, and pretty much 
anything else you can think of.

Frank himself is as eclectic as his eponymous brand, and 

recently added “author” to an already impressive resume 
that includes “designer,” “cartoonist,” and “icon.” His 
new book “She Loves Me”— co-written with Coast part-
time faculty member Trevor McDonald and illustrated by 
Parker Jacobs — debuted this fall at the Orange County 
Children’s Book Festival, held annually on the OCC’s 
Costa Mesa campus (see story on page 6). 

Following his appearance at the Book Festival, 
Frank kicked off a week of activities at The Box that 
showcased of his work, including button making 
workshops, grilled cheese and pickle lunch chats, book 
readings for children, and, of course, book signings. 
Infused in every interaction was the feeling that Paul 
Frank is, indeed, a friend. 

“The best thing you can have is an imagination,” he 
says. “You don’t have to know how to draw — if you 
can go somewhere inside your head, and think of a fun 
place you’d like to be, you can create a story all your 
own. Your imagination is the key to everything else you 
do. It’s the way to think about how things are and how 
you’d like things to be.”
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LegacyLegacy
Are you interested in supporting Orange Coast College’s mission but feel overwhelmed by the thought of writing 

another check or relinquishing your assets today? A simple, flexible and versatile way to make a gift is to include 

OCC in your will or living trust, known as a charitable bequest. By including a bequest to the Orange Coast College 

Foundation in your will or living trust, you will be leaving  a lasting legacy that will benefit Coast students for years to 

come. For information on how to include the OCC Foundation in your will or trust please contact Doug Bennett, at  

(714) 432-5126  or dbennett@cccd.edu, or visit our website at www.occ.gift-planning.org

Former OCC 
President David 
Grant Receives 
USRowing 
Medal of 
Honor for 2018

Coast Community College District Trustee and 
former Orange Coast College President David 
Grant has been named as the recipient of the 

Medal of Honor from the USRowing organization, the 
governing body for the sport of rowing.

Grant was recognized for his “conspicuous service to, or 
accomplished extraordinary feats in, rowing” according to 
USRowing’s website. The Medal of Honor is the highest 
honor USRowing can bestow.

Before leading the Coast Crew program for 38 seasons 
and racking up 11 national titles along the way, Grant 
was a coxswain and also took sailing classes under the 
tutelage of the College’s second president, Dr. Norman E. 
Watson. However, it was until Grant took over OCC Crew 
that the program began to make a name for itself in the 
rowing world. Nicknamed the “Giant Killers,” Coast Crew 
regularly rows against four-year programs including those 
at UCLA, UCI, Harvard, and Pennsylvania. During Grant’s 
tenure the Pirates became the first western crew to row 
in the People’s Republic of China, in addition to rowing in 
tournaments in places like Ireland and Canada.

He later was invited to coach the U.S. rowing team at the 
1984 Olympic Games.

Of the USRowing honor, Grant says: “There are no doubt 
countless other individuals in this great sport of rowing 
who are more deserving of this very generous surprise. 
There are few things in life more special than to be 
honored by one’s friends — and rowing colleagues are 
especially appreciated. I am very grateful.”
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Coast'
Orange Coast College is 

undoubtedly a destination 
campus; just a few short miles 

from the beach and located within a 
short drive of Los Angeles and San 
Diego, as well as iconic spots like 
Disneyland and Surf City, OCC is a 
world class location for any college 
student looking to live the good life. 

But don’t take our word for it - read on 
to see what some of our out-of-state 
and international student athletes have 
to say about why they chose Coast. 
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Coast'Ahmad Lewis, 
Football - originally from Washington 

“A friend of my dad told 
him about Orange Coast 
Coast College and my dad 
relayed that information on 
to me, so I decided to give 
OCC a shot. I did some 
research on the school and 
made the decision to come 

here and I love it. The campus is nice, the area is nice 
and the teachers go out of their way to help you 
succeed. The coaches are very knowledgeable and 
really help us succeed and get us to where we want to 
go after our time here. It’s been a blast competing with 
my friends and representing this school.” 

Meven Anglade, 
Soccer - originally from France

“I wanted to come to the 
United States for school, 
but I didn’t know anything 
about it, so the school I 
was at in France helped me 
get to a college in 
Kentucky, but I didn’t like 
that one so much. So I just 

searched ‘Community Colleges in California’ and 
Orange Coast was one of the first to pop up, so I looked 
at that one and ended up here. 

I was taking the soccer P.E. class when Coach (Kevin) 
Smith saw me and asked me to try out for the team. 
It’s been great coming to OCC. Playing on the soccer 
team has been a lot of fun for the past two years. 
As an international student, to be able to meet other 
international students has been a great experience.”

Lily Johnson,  
Volleyball - originally from Idaho

“I had first heard of Orange 
Coast College through my 
stepdad, who had family 
that lived out here in 
Southern California, so I 
looked up the school and 
really liked what I saw, and 
thought this would be a 

good fit for me and a new chapter for my life.

Since coming here, I think this is a great place to live 
and to go to school. I live within walking distance of the 
school so it makes it easy to get to school and practices 
with little trouble. I love playing on the volleyball team 
and for Coach Chuck [Cutenese] … it’s been a great 
experience!” 

Gabriele Simonti, 
Water Polo - originally from Italy

“I used to visit California 
with my family when I was 
younger and I always 
wanted to get my 
education in the United 
States. I had a friend who 
was applying to 
Saddleback and I asked 

him about Orange Coast, and he said it was a great 
school, especially for swimming and water polo, so I 
contacted the coach and started the paperwork process 
for coming here. 

In addition to water polo, I’ve also competed with the 
swim team, which I had never done before. It was a 
great experience and we made it all the way to state 
finals, which was fantastic. I met new people that I 
wouldn’t have met if I just did water polo. It’s been a 
great two years at OCC. I feel at home and I don’t want 
to leave.”
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OCC Awarded  
Five-Year, $2.75 
Million STEM Grant 

In early November, Orange Coast College received 
a five-year, $2.75 million grant through the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Developing Hispanic-

Serving Institutions program, with the money intended 
to increase the rate of students pursuing degrees in 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields.

The Title V grant also aims to increase the pipeline of 
future STEM teachers for elementary and secondary 
schools. 

It was an effort spearheaded by Geology Instructor Erik 
Bender and Dean of Math and Science Tara Giblin, who 
applied for the Department of Education grant in 2017. 
OCC qualified for the funds due to its high number of 
Hispanic students, who make up roughly 35 percent of 
the student population at Coast. The grant will tackle a 
persistent problem at Coast when it comes to success of 
STEM students. 

“We found that OCC students in general weren’t doing 
well in STEM classes,” Bender says. “They were not 
transferring on, and were reaching some sort of boundary 
and just not progressing.”

The College hopes the grant will increase the number 
of students declaring STEM majors, increase success 
rates in math and science courses, and then improve 
transfer rates to four-year institutions. This involves 
developing partnerships with local K-12 schools, as well 

as developing special programming that draws attention 
to careers in STEM education and research.

“We wrote this grant to basically help students succeed 
and it has lots and lots of tutoring, peer mentoring, you 
name it ... it’s all included in the grant,” says Bender, who 
will serve as the project director. “We’re going to have a 
full-time STEM counselor. There’s also teacher education 
for people who may want to teach in STEM fields. We will 
be grabbing tutors from the sciences, physics, geology, 
astronomy, and bringing them to our STEM Center for 
full-time tutoring.”

The STEM Center provides study and workshop space 
as well as resources like textbooks, microscopes, 
models for studying anatomy, plus specialized computer 
programs for math and engineering.

OCC also plans to launch a summer STEM Academy 
in Summer 2019, designed to provide middle and high 
school students with short programs to gain exposure 
to potential paths of study in STEM offered at OCC 
(including engineering, math, chemistry, physics, biology, 
geology, astronomy, marine science, ecology and others). 

The work undertaken via the Title V grant funds will 
integrate well with statewide initiatives like AB 705, which 
changes how students are placed in math courses, 
and Guided Pathways, which has a goal of streamlining 
student support and resources across the campus.
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Ready. Set. 
LAUNCH.

On a recent cold September morning at 
Vandenberg Airforce Base near Lompoc, Calif, 
a record number of people chose to forego 

sleep in order to watch an historic space launch.

Orange Coast College alumni Jessica Artinger joined a 
crowd of roughly 50 fellow “ELFINers” who rose before 
dawn to make the three-hour drive from Los Angeles to 
see project “ELFIN” launch into space. ELFIN (Electron 
Losses and Field Investigation CubeSat) is the name 
of a student-led, five-year-long project that built two 
satellites, designed to measure space weather. The 
satellites - constructed at UCLA and attached to a 
rocket - were both about as big as a loaf of bread. It 
was a prideful moment for the students who spent 
five years working on the project, including Artinger; a 
recent transfer student to UCLA, she eventually became 
the lead fabrication engineer for the project. 

“We got to hear the countdown to [launch], the crowd 
started kind of counting down with the guy that was in 
the control room,” Artinger said. “So everybody was 
getting super excited and you could just feel the energy 
before the actual rockets lit up.”

During her three and a half years as a student at OCC, 
Artinger built an impressive resume. She was the 
president of the astronomy club, president of Phi Theta 
Kappa (an international honor society for two-year 
colleges), vice chair of the advocacy committee, logged 
850 service hours and was named the 2016 student 
leader of the year. It’s little wonder Artinger became the 
lead fabrication engineer– her time at OCC gave her the 
tools needed to take on the task. 

“My last year at OCC I quit my day job so I could 
dedicate all my time to school,” she said. “That really 
prepared me [in terms of learning to] juggle the stresses 
of getting this done. We literally built the last two flight 
models in the last three months, which is an extremely 
tight timeline.”

When Artinger first set foot on OCC’s campus in Spring 
2013, she never imagined it would be the first step on a 
path that led to helping launch a satellite into space. Photo courtesy of NASA/Bill Ingalls
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“In fact, I didn’t really become an astrophysics major until 
my last two years [at Coast],” says Artinger. “I knew I 
wanted to study science but I didn’t know what branch 
of science. I didn’t really know much or I didn’t follow 
rockets or anything like that. Looking back, if you would 
have told me that I would be doing this, I would tell you 
you’re crazy.”

Artinger came to OCC with the intent of transferring to 
UCLA but never knew how much she would grow to 
care about the College - her post-UCLA plans include 
teaching at Coast.

“I think that, especially in science, everybody is capable,” 
says Artinger. “Having instructors that push students 
along the way is important. And I got that from OCC. It 
would be really cool to be able to give that back.”

Artinger credits three teachers at Coast with helping her 
find success: astronomy professors Nick Contopolous 
and Jerome Fang, and geology professor Erik Bender. 
She says each one went the extra mile for her.

“At a university, [a professor’s] job is to do research. But 
at OCC no one is paid any extra money to do research,” 
says Artinger. “If they’re mentoring you through research 
it’s because they want to and they decide to. So having 
[those professors at Coast] was really neat.”

That’s the kind of teacher Artinger wants to be; someone 
who goes above and beyond for her students. She 
wants to show students what they’re capable of in the 
same way her professors at OCC helped her. After all, 
Artinger is an example that even the sky isn’t the limit. 



After leaving OCC, Adam Devine and Blake 
Anderson found success in acting, comedy, 
screenwriting and film production, starting 
with the popular sitcom “Workaholics,” which 
ran for seven seasons on Comedy Central. 
They later co-founded a sketch comedy 
group called “Mail Order Comedy,” which 
co-produced the film “Game Over, Man!” in 
2018 with Seth Rogen’s production company. 
Devine and Anderson have had many roles 
in popular TV shows and films, including 
Pitch Perfect, Arrested Development, Modern 
Family, and Entourage. 

Alumni
Orange Coast College

& FRIENDS
The classes that transformed your journey. The 

faculty and staff that impacted your life. The 
students who became life-long friends. 

Reconnect with the school you love. Join the OCC 
Alumni and Friends Association.

The Orange Coast College Alumni and Friends 
Association connects alumni to the College, to the 
community and to each other. 

You are considered an Alumni and Friend if you ever 
took a single class. Membership is a great way to 
keep in touch with OCC and fellow Pirates. Alumni 
Association members not only receive great resources, 
they also support current students through the annual 
Alumni and Friends Scholarship. 

Annual memberships are FREE! Once you sign up, you  
will start to receive these benefits:

• Access to College resources, such as state-of-the-
art computer labs, the job placement center and a  
large library

• Invitations to special events and celebrations  
on campus

• Updates on the College news through newsletters

• Local retail discounts through the Bursar’s Office

Sign up Today:
www.orangecoastcollege.edu/alumni OCC Annual Report 2017-2018        41   

http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/Foundation/Alumni-and-Friends/Pages/default.aspx
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Orange COast COllege
2701 Fairview road

Costa Mesa, CaliFornia 92626
www.orangeCoastCollege.edu

MISSION STATEMENT 
Orange Coast College serves the educational needs of its diverse local and global 
community. The College empowers students to achieve their educational goals by 
providing high quality and innovative programs and services leading to academic 
degrees, college transfer, certificates in career and technical education, basic skills, 
and workforce development to enable lifelong learning. The College promotes 
student learning and development by fostering a respectful, supportive and 
participatory campus climate of student engagement and academic inquiry.

http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/Pages/home.aspx
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