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Message From  
the President
Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 edition of the Orange Coast College 
Annual Report. As I approach eight month mark of my tenure as 
President, I am reminded how quickly time passes when you’re 

having fun! Over these past months, I have been welcomed enthusiastically 
by OCC’s campus community, as well as our extended community of supporters and friends of the College (see story, 
page 18). I feel proud to serve as the 11th president of OCC, and humbled to be at the helm at a time of transformational 
change on campus. 

This year, OCC will complete three major construction projects that will change the face of our campus, and put us 
further along on a path to modernizing our facilities to meet the needs of our students. On page 7, you can see the 
progress of OCC’s new College Center and Student Union project. This two-building facility will serve as a central hub on 
campus, housing many of OCC’s student services as well as our dining facility, instructional culinary and hospitality labs 
and classrooms, and offices for our student government. You can also read about the College’s new Aquatics Complex 
on page 8, which is scheduled to open this summer. The Aquatics Complex will not only benefit our local community 
by providing a state-of-the-art swim facility with a competition-sized pool, it will also double as an adaptive kinesiology 
space, offering fitness opportunities and resources to adaptive kinesiology students.

However, the biggest change set to take place this year at OCC is without a doubt the transition to being a 24-hour, 
residential campus, with the opening of our new student housing complex, The Harbour at OCC (see story, page 4). 
Scheduled to open its doors to students in August, The Harbour is the first on-campus housing facility at a community 
college in Southern California. Originally conceived as a solution to a housing shortfall that has been a barrier for many 
OCC students, The Harbour will prioritize housing for the College’s most vulnerable students, including veterans, former 
foster youth, and homeless students. To that end, the OCC Foundation has started a Housing Trust Fund that will support 
students who are most in need of affordable housing (see story, page 6). 

Finally, I want to share with you that right as we were preparing to send this publication to print, OCC suffered a 
tremendous loss with the death of Head Baseball Coach John Altobelli, his wife Keri, and their daughter, Alyssa on Jan. 
26 (see story, page 14). We knew that we could not send out the Annual Report without including the story of John, and 
the impact he had, not just on our College, but in the lives of the thousands of students he taught and coached during 
his 28 years at OCC. “Coach Alto” embodied many of the traits that we cherish at Coast — he was hardworking, he put 
students first, and he believed, wholeheartedly, in the promise of community colleges, and the power they have to better 
the lives of students. He will be missed terribly by all who knew and loved him at OCC, and I hope that you will keep his 
family and friends in your thoughts as they navigate a new reality without their loved ones. 

In gratitude,

Dr. Angélica Suarez
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Our Mission
Orange Coast College serves the educational 

needs of our diverse local and global 
community. The college empowers students to 

achieve their educational goals by providing 
high quality and innovative programs and 

services leading to academic degrees, 
college transfers, certificates in career and 

technical education, basic skills, and workforce 
development to enable lifelong learning. 

The College promotes student learning 
and development through fostering a 

respectful, supportive, participatory, and 
equitable campus climate of student 
engagement and academic inquiry.
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Message from 
Bill Wood/  
Doug Bennett

Dear Friends of Orange Coast College: 

Since 1985, the Orange Coast College Foundation has built a 
legacy of providing support for programs and projects that 
benefit OCC students. We are particularly grateful to the 

generous donors acknowledged in this report. 

Their gifts — totaling just over $100 million during the past 35 years — have funded numerous College projects  
and activities. 

The highlight of 2019 was the grand opening of the Orange Coast College Community Planetarium. The Planetarium 
project was initiated by the OCC Foundation Board of Directors in 2008 and led by OCC President Emeritus David 
Grant. It is a one-of-a-kind learning destination that serves the campus and the Orange County community, both through 
college-level courses and field trips for elementary school students. More than $3 million in private gifts to support the 
project and programming in the facility was raised by the OCC Foundation. 

This year also saw the groundbreaking for the new Orange Coast College Professional Mariner Training Center at the 
College’s maritime campus on Pacific Coast Highway in Newport Beach. The foundation provided initial funding and 
advocacy for the project.

In 2018 we were saddened to hear of the passing of Elizabeth “Betty” Steele, a remarkable friend of Orange Coast 
College. Betty and her husband, the late Richard Steele, through their personal philanthropy and that of the Harry & 
Grace Steele Foundation provided more than $5 million in gifts and grants in support of the students of Orange Coast 
College. Their support benefited the Harry & Grace Steele Children’s Center, the School of Sailing & Seamanship and the 
renovation of the Robert B. Moore Theatre.

As we look ahead to 2020, we will celebrate the opening of the new OCC Aquatic Center, the new Student Union and 
Student Life Buildings, and the opening of The Harbour @ OCC Student Housing Complex. 

We hope that you enjoy reading about these new and exciting developments at Orange Coast College, many of which are 
made possible by the support of our many generous donors and their gifts that benefit the students at OCC. 

Sincerely, 

C. William “Bill” Wood Doug Bennett 
Chair, Orange Coast College Foundation Executive Director, Orange Coast College Foundation
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Campus Community Welcomes 
President Suarez with 
Planetarium Reception 

In late October, Orange Coast College 
and the Coast Community College 
District invited local community 

partners, donors and elected officials 
to campus for a welcome reception for 
OCC’s new president, Dr. Angélica Suarez, 
who began her tenure during Summer 
2019. The reception, which took place on 
the patio of the College’s recently opened 
Planetarium, gave the community a 
chance to meet President Suarez and hear 
about her journey from first-generation 
community college student to president 
of one of California’s largest community 
colleges (see story, page 3). 

“This is a historic moment for me and 
my family. I am the eldest of six kids, I 
am an immigrant, I am a first-generation 
college student, and I 
am a community college 
student. The journey that 
got me here represents 
the promise of community 
colleges, and the impact 
that they have in changing 
the lives of students,” 
President Suarez said in a 
speech to attendees.  

Coast students, faculty 
and staff also were on 
hand to show support 
for President Suarez, 
who acknowledged 
the important role that 
employees play in helping 
create an atmosphere on 
campus where students can thrive.

“As we create the next chapter of Orange Coast 
College, I am proud to lead this stellar institution, 
[building] upon the major successes that we have had 

supporting students, and continuing to help students 
thrive and excel,” she said. “I’m looking forward to 
working with all of you to get that done.” 

PLAY VIDEO

PLAY VIDEO

PHOTO GALLERY
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fzeAslHg4w
https://www.flickr.com/photos/orangecoastcollege/albums/72157711451602472
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President’s Biography: 
A Career Focused on Equity, 
Collaboration and Innovation

A n educational leader for more than 30 years 
who is committed to the transformational 
power of the community colleges, Dr. Angélica 

Suarez serves as the 11th President of Orange Coast 
College. She oversees Orange County’s largest 
community college, which has been serving students 
since 1947. With a student population of more than 
20,000, OCC provides exemplary programs leading 
to associate’s degrees and certificates in more than 
130 career programs. OCC is a leader in transfers to 
four-year institutions, a designated “Military Friendly 
Institution,” a qualifying Hispanic Serving Institution 
(HSI) and boasts the only community college sailing and 
seamanship program in the state. 

Before accepting the presidency at OCC in 2019, Dr. 
Suarez served as the Vice President for Student Affairs 
for the Southwestern Community College District. In 
this role, she was responsible for the leadership of the 
District’s student support services and programs serving 
approximately 20,000 students each semester in five 
locations. Additional administrative experience includes 
serving Southwestern College as Acting Superintendent/
President; Acting Vice President for Academic Affairs; 
and Academic Dean for the Higher Education Centers 
in Otay Mesa and San Ysidro. While working for City 
Colleges of Chicago, she served as Academic Dean at 
Wright College. Dr. Suarez has held faculty positions in 
counseling at Wright College and Southwestern College. 

Dr. Suarez is recognized as a collaborative leader 
focused on creating accessible and equitable pathways 
to higher education for all students. As past-president 
of the California Community Colleges Chief Student 
Services Officers organization, she has championed 
statewide reform focused on the implementation of 
innovative, responsive and equitable student success 
initiatives designed to close student educational 
achievement gaps. As chair of the San Diego and 
Imperial Counties Chief Student Services Officers, she 
led efforts to strengthen the pathway for students to 
local transfer universities. 

At Southwestern College, her steadfast commitment 
to increasing access for all students resulted in the 
design of intentional pathways for students through 
support services inside and outside of the classroom, 
such as a First Year Experience Program, HSI/Title 
V’s Doorways to the Future program, and the Student 
Veterans Resource Center. True to this commitment, she 
led efforts to build two new comprehensive education 
centers in the communities of Otay Mesa and San 
Ysidro. 

Dr. Suarez’ personal narrative as an immigrant and first-
generation college student connects her very directly 
to the shared experiences of California community 
college students.  Her collective community college 
experience has provided her with multiple perspectives 
as a former student, classified staff member, faculty 
member, and administrator. Her educational background 
includes a doctoral degree in educational leadership 
and policy studies from Loyola University Chicago, 
a master’s degree in counseling psychology from 
California State University at Long Beach, a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from California State University at 
Long Beach, and an associate’s degree from East Los 
Angeles College.
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A Place to Call Home…

A ccording to the U.S. Census Bureau, Orange 
County’s population is growing at a faster rate 
than housing is being built, with a projected 

shortfall of more than 100,000 units by 2040.  

As the needs of our diverse student population continue 
to grow, Orange Coast College is committed to doing its 
part to provide the next generation of students with the 
housing resources they need to succeed. 

OCC’s housing will provide affordable and accessible 
housing for students from all walks of life, including 
veterans, foster youth, single parents, international 
students, athletes, and more. On-campus student 
housing will allow students at Coast to actively 
engage in meaningful ways with the campus and local 
community, and will serve as a key economic driver in 
the region for years to come. 

“A Way of Life”
When Orange Coast College first opened its doors in 
1948, barracks buildings dotted throughout campus 
were a reminder of what had once been the Santa Ana 
Army Air Base – several of these barracks would serve 
as the College’s student housing for more than  
a decade.

Back then, for $30 a month, students were given 
a furnished room, communal bathrooms, and two 
meals a day. OCC served as the social epicenter of 
the unincorporated area that would eventually become 
Costa Mesa, and weekend football games often 
featured packed stands and a dance afterward. As one 
ex-resident commented the year before he left OCC: 
“The dorms are a way of life, not just a place to live.”  
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OCC Student Housing -  
Coming Fall 2020
Students who live in OCC’s Student Dormitories will 
have an opportunity to stay plugged in to the campus in 
ways that will contribute to their academic and personal 
success. The facility will be academically focused with 
tutoring and co-curricular education available, as well 
as convenient amenities such as study rooms, kitchens, 
laundry, community rooms, and more. Professional  
staff will be on hand 24/7 to provide guidance and 
academic support. 

Housing Facts
• 304,000 gross square feet
• 800+ beds 
• 17 Resident Advisors 
• On-site parking for 600 cars 
• Bike parking for 200 within the building 
• Access to state-of-the-art OCC Fitness Complex
• Within walking distance of restaurants and stores 

83% 93% 87% 84% 84% 
CA Resident Out of State International Renting Living with Family

Student IntereSt In HouSIng

Based on Brailsford & Dunlavey's survey of students 

conducted between November 1 and November 17, 2013

PLAY VIDEO

PLAY VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ToRoM-W_FR0
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Foundation Board Starts 
Housing Trust Fund, Receives 
$100K Donation to Launch

Orange Coast College’s Foundation Board voted 
in September to create a Housing Trust Fund 
to provide housing for at-risk and vulnerable 

students in the College’s housing facility, The Harbour 
at OCC, which is scheduled to open in Fall 2020. 
Board member Mary-Lynn Bergman Rallis kicked off 
fundraising for the trust by donating $100,000. 

“Ours is a complex and constantly changing world, one 
I believe needs more compassion and more kindness 
extended to certain at-risk student populations” wrote 
Bergman-Rallis in a letter announcing her donation. “I 
say BRAVO to the enlightened OCC students, faculty, 
staff and administrators whose dedicated, determined 
efforts have addressed this fundamental need of our 
students, thus offering them not only the opportunity to 
survive and thrive, but further, to succeed!”  

Newport Beach resident Bergman-Rallis is a longtime 
supporter of OCC’s Foundation, serving as a board 
member for the past 22 years. She was instrumental in 
fundraising efforts for the College’s Planetarium, and  
the Planetarium’s Bergman-Rallis Theatre is named in 
her honor. 

Currently, more than 80 percent of the students who 
participate in OCC’s Guardian Scholars program — 
which provides resources for former foster youth — 
identify as being housing insecure (see story, page 
31). Ultimately, the goal of the Foundation Board is to 
raise enough money to create an endowment, which 
will guarantee that beds are available each year for the 
College’s most vulnerable students. 
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Student Union & College Center 

Construction is nearly complete on 
OCC’s Student Union and College 
Center project, scheduled to open in 

Fall 2020. The 119,000-square-foot College 
Center will house OCC’s administrative offices, 
Bursar’s office, dining facilities, and hospitality 
program classroom and lab space on three 
levels. The College Center also will include a 
8,000 square-foot ballroom with capacity for 
more than 1,100 people, which will be available 
to rent for private events. 

OCC’s Student Union building will serve as 
the new home for the College’s Associated 
Students office, Veteran’s Resource Center, 
Scholarship Office, and College Outreach team. 
At just over 40,000 square feet, the Student 
Union will provide more space for each of these 
programs to expand and serve more students. 
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PLAY VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHNY9oDYJTw


Kinesiology/Aquatics

OCC’s new Kinesiology and Athletics facility 
is nearly complete, and the state-of-the-
art facility is expected to take the College’s 

competitive aquatics programs to another level. With a 
planned soft opening of Summer 2020, the facility will 
include a 65-metre competition-sized pool, a smaller 
therapy pool for Adaptive Kinesiology programming, 
exercise and classroom space, and office space for 
OCC’s coaching staff. 

The outdoor pool area also will include a large shade 
structure, making the facility a prime destination for 
competitive swim programs. 
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PLAY VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4A0U2e4aTo
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Language Arts and Social 
Behavioral Sciences

Orange Coast College broke ground on a 
new Language Arts and Social Behavioral 
Sciences building in early December. The 

building — funded through Measure M, a $698 million 
bond measure that voters approved in 2012 — is the 
second phase of a multi-building complex planned as 
part of OCC’s Vision 2020 facilities master plan. Phase 
1 included the Math, Business and Computing Center, 
which opened in 2015. 

The three-story, 95,000-square-foot project was 
designed by by tBP Architecture firm, and will include 
classrooms, office space, conference rooms, a 
newsroom, and indoor/outdoor labs for geography 
and anthropology courses. Additional programs 
of study that will be housed in the building include 
English, psychology, communications, world 
languages, journalism, English as a Second 
Language (ESL), and economics.

PLAY VIDEO

PLAY VIDEO

PHOTO GALLERY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBoUBz6q5GY
https://www.flickr.com/photos/orangecoastcollege/albums/72157712132326977
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Maritime Training Center

R epresentatives from Orange Coast College 
gathered in late September to break ground on 
a new Maritime Training Center, located across 

Pacific Coast Highway from the OCC’s Sailing and 
Rowing Base on Newport Harbor.

The two-story, 12,000-square-foot project is the result of 
more than 15 years of planning by the Coast Community 
College District. The Center will be built above ground-
level parking and connected to OCC’s harbor-side 
facility by a skyway bridge over PCH. The $22 million 
project is funded by the local Measure M school bond, 
passed by voters in 2012.

Once construction is complete in Fall 2021, 
the building will be the new home for OCC’s 
growing Professional Mariner Program, which is 
dedicated to students who are pursuing careers 
in boating and maritime-related fields. Beyond 
classrooms, the facility will include a state-of-
the-art laboratory space, a full mission bridge 
simulator, a radar training room, conference 
room, and a student lounge.

PLAY VIDEO PHOTO GALLERY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2g2kdRuwsfY
https://www.flickr.com/photos/orangecoastcollege/albums/72157711062217036


The last two decades at Orange Coast College have 
been a time of incredible transformation. Tell us a 
little bit about the vision for the College, in terms 
of construction. What have we achieved since 
we began planning this massive modernization 
of OCC’s campus, and what are we hoping to 
achieve going forward?

A: The past twenty years have been very exciting 
and I’ve had the great fortune of being part of the 

outstanding teams that have led the effort to go from a 
vision, to planning, to construction, to — now — a living 
campus. Over these past two decades, our leaders, 
planners, architects, construction management firms, 
and dedicated Coast District employees have been 
focused on a campus that serves our students and 
community. We have progressed through two facilities 
master plans, and currently, we are updating our Vision 
2030 facilities master plan. We have passed two general 
obligation bonds [Measure C and M], brought in millions 
of dollars from state resources, and last summer we 
issued tax exempt bonds to fund OCC’s student 
housing project, The Harbour. What a ride!

OCC’s vision goes back to the founding of the College 
and its focus on students, with a mantra of “how does 

it benefit students?” The College also has had a strong 
planning culture, with facilities master plans going back 
to 1947 and with each facilities master plan building  
on another. 

When I arrived at the Coast District 20 years ago, 
OCC’s leadership was visionary and built on a culture 
of planing and visioning documents. In 2004 we were 
faced with aged infrastructure — old buildings — but 
we had a vision of a campus with modern, world-class 
educational facilities. That’s not to say the campus 
wasn’t beautiful and well maintained, but it was worn 
out and many structures needed to be replaced. 

With the community’s support and the passage of 
Measure C, the campus was able to begin moving 
forward with its master planning efforts. Measure C 
replaced the 50-year-old infrastructure of utilities, some 
going back to the days when OCC’s campus was the 
Santa Ana Army Air Base! That infrastructure project 
was painful but it provided the utility backbone for the 
campus we see today. Over the past two decades we 
have seen projects such as Watson Hall’s Enrollment 
Center, the OCC Library, and renovations of the Lewis 
Center, music and drama lab, gym and football stadium, 
in addition to campus-wide classroom renovations. 

OCC Annual Report 2018-2019        11   
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Vision 
2030:
Vice President of 
Administrative 
Services Rich 
Pagel talks about 
OCC’s physical 
transformation 
over the past two 
decades, and what 
comes next

QQ
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We also built the Fitness Complex, softball and soccer 
fields, the Arts Pavilion, a Starbucks, the Allied Health, 
Consumer Science, Biology Complex of buildings, and 
improved our PCH Maritime campus with a new sea 
wall, classrooms, and support areas. At this time, OCC 
also began the planning for the first Measure M project, 
the Math, Business and Computing Center building. 

But the College never stops evolving and planning — 
that’s the great thing about OCC! After 2010 we asked 
ourselves: What about a new student center? Can 
we build a planetarium? Can we build a new aquatic 
center? How about solar panels and a new recycling 
center? What about student housing? Through many 
committee meetings and the participation of all of the 
different shared governance groups on campus, we 
created the Vision 2020 facilities master plan. 

Right now, we have the most construction on our 
campus that has ever occurred in our history. In 2020 
we will see a new student center, a new kinesiology 
facility with a competition-sized pool, and student 
housing with 800-plus beds. In 2021, we will open our 
new Social Sciences and Language Arts building, which 
will be located on the north side of campus next to the 
recently built Math, Business and Computing Center. At 
our maritime campus, we are building state-of-the-
art classrooms, additional parking, and a bridge that 
crosses Pacific Coast Highway. 

As this new decade begins, the campus will continue its 
Vision 2030 facilities master plan efforts. Again, Vision 
2030 will be built on past vision and plans, and will 
explore new possibilities. The mantra is still as important 
as it ever was: “How does it benefit students?”

That all sounds very exciting! But, let’s talk a little 
bit about sustainability. OCC has been a leader 
in sustainability for many years, and we recently 
received a Leadership Award from the U.S. Green 
Building Council for green building practices (see 
story, page 28). How has that impacted our vision 
for campus, and what opportunities do you see 
ahead for promoting sustainability at OCC? 

A: Yes, we have received many awards and have 
been recognized at a national level for our 

commitment to sustainable practices. And that goes 
all the way back to our Recycling Center, which was 
established in 1970 following a campus visit with 
environmental activist Ralph Nader. Sustainability has 
been a part of OCC’s vision for a long time, and it’s in 

our DNA, but we have so much more to do. I believe we 
are in the midst of an environmental crises, and we need 
to change the way we teach, learn, and live in order to 
do our part to address climate change. 

At OCC, our largest carbon footprint is transportation. 
How do our students get to and from school? The 
majority of students drive a car by themselves and 
we definitely are having discussions about how to 
encourage alternative modes of transportation, such as 
carpools, public transit, and active transportation like 
bikes, skateboards and walking. 

Another area of concern is our paper consumption — 
we want our community to get in the habit of asking 
‘do we need to print out a paper document or would 
an electronic document serve the same purpose?’ 
Reducing our printing needs by going to a digital format 
has the added benefit of cost savings, as well, so we 
win on two fronts: lower cost and lower carbon footprint.

Looking ahead, my hope is with so many students 
living on campus OCC will have an opportunity to 
educate them about sustainability in a way that might 
change their lives. We can do that by being a good 
role model and by finding ways to encourage a change 
in their behavior, such as making it easy for students 
to use alternative, environmentally friendly modes of 
transportation, or improving recycling efforts and being 
conscious of our everyday decisions. 

Let’s shift to student housing. It seems like 
transitioning into a residential campus has the 
potential to really change the culture of Orange 
Coast College. Can you share why that decision 
was made, and how you think it’s going to benefit 
students in the long run?

A: Many people don’t realize that OCC started out 
as a residential campus, with men’s barracks 

left over from when our campus was part of the Santa 
Ana Army Air Base; those barracks were used as dorm 
facilities until about 1960. So, student housing has 
always been a vision for the College. Now, as California 
grapples with rising housing costs and our students 
struggle to find affordable options, we’re hoping to 
alleviate that by offering student housing. 

There’s also a student success component to housing, 
because there are so many connections made within 
resident halls. We’re hoping to see cohorts of students 
that collaborate on education and build learning 
communities. Research on these types of residential 
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learning cohorts has shown that they help keep students 
in class, keep them in school, and keep them motivated 
to be with their classmates. 

A serious effort toward student housing started in 
2010 and was a core component of OCC’s Vision 
2020 facilities master plan. We knew that Measure M 
and our General Fund resources could not support a 
housing effort, so we started to review public-private 
partnerships. We found 
a terrific company, Scion 
Group, and they have 
been able to bring this 
housing project together 
with a planned opening 
date of Fall 2020. This 
is tremendous progress 
toward helping our 
students access housing 
... just think, a student at 
Coast will be able to live 
and learn with a group of 
fellow students who all 
have the same objective 
of success. 

This area has some outstanding swim programs, 
both at the high school and college levels, 
including our own men’s and women’s swim 
teams, who last year won their second straight 
swim championship and third state championship 
in four years. Now we are building a state-of-
the-art swim complex, complete with a 65-meter, 
competition-size pool. Do you see OCC’s new 
swim facility being a boon for the community?

A: That’s what our hope is. When we went out 
and looked at all the pools in our local area, we 

really wanted to focus on a pool that was going to be 
exceptional, that was going to be a destination location 
for tournaments and more. We have so many great 
swimmers that come out of Southern California, so I 
really see a bright future for the program. 

What makes our facility unique, however, is the way that 
we are bringing Adaptive Physical Education into the 
mix, with a second pool that will be customized to meet 
the needs of our students with disabilities. The facility’s 
location will also serve as a bridge between the sports 
fields and our Fitness Complex, located on the far north 
part of campus, and we were able to add kinesiology 
offices and coaches offices as well. It’s a great project 

and my hat goes off to the many individuals who helped 
bring it to fruition. 

One final question: I’ve heard you mention shared 
governance, and task forces and committees. Talk 
to me a little bit about why it’s so important to 
have these big decisions about OCC’s building 
footprint made using a participatory model, 

and by engaging its 
stakeholders and 
community.

A: I’m just a strong 
believer in 

participatory governance, 
and I think that’s one of 
our strengths at OCC. 
The more people that we 
have around a particular 
topic, the better ideas 
that are going to come 
out of that, and the more 
our community’s going to 
engage with that project. 

Having all of your 
stakeholders be part of the decision-making process is 
so important on any college campus; ours, particularly, 
because we have a group of individuals on this campus 
that want to participate. They want to see Orange Coast 
College thrive, they care deeply about the students, 
and having those opportunities for people to engage 
and to be part of the process and part of the decisions 
and the planning, it’s key. It’s key, and it leads into good 
administration of our College. 

Currently, we are in the middle of planning sessions for 
OCC’s Vision 2030 facilities master plan. Again, I’m so 
encouraged to see the participation of many individual 
across the campus in these planning efforts, which will 
be showcased in the coming months with campus and 
community engagement sessions. 

We have made remarkable progress over the past 20 
years, and that would not have been possible without 
the collaboration of OCC’s visionary leaders and our 
outstanding campus community. I would encourage 
all to be part of our future and please attend the Vision 
2030 planning sessions offered to the community  
this spring. 
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A Shattering Loss: 
Orange Coast College Mourns 
the Death of Head Baseball Coach 
John Altobelli and Family

As employees, student athletes and friends of 
the College arrived at OCC’s Wendell Pickens 
field on the afternoon of Jan. 26, the silence 

was deafening. Media outlets were reporting that NBA 
legend Kobe Bryant had died in a helicopter crash 
hours earlier, and assistant coaches Tim Matz and Nate 
Johnson knew that Pirates Head Baseball Coach John 
Altobelli had also been a passenger, along with his 
wife, Keri, and 13-year-old daughter Alyssa. As word 
spread, more and more people trickled onto campus, 
instinctively gathering on the field, a place that “Coach 
Alto” had made into a home-away-from-home over the 
course of his 28 years at Coast. Friends and colleagues 
wore expressions of shock and devastation, and players 
sat against the outfield backstop and wept. 

It would not be an exaggeration to say that John 
Altobelli was a giant in the world of collegiate baseball. 
In his 27 seasons as head baseball coach at OCC, 
Altobelli led the Pirates to numerous conference and 
state championships, racking up more than 700 
wins during his career — only the 16th coach in the 
California Community College Athletics Association’s 
history to reach that milestone. Altobelli also earned 
himself some lofty company in 2019, guiding his Pirate 
ballclub to the CCCAA State Championship in May and 
becoming just the fifth coach in the history of California 
Community College baseball to win four or more state 
championships.

The 2019 Pirates set a school record for wins in a 
single season (39) and OCC won the Orange Empire 
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Conference for the third straight year, last accomplished at Coast when 
Mike Mayne’s Pirates won three straight conference crowns from 1980-
82. In 2019, Altobelli was honored by the American Baseball Coaches 
Association as an ABCA/Diamond National Coach of the Year, a testament 
to his incredible work ethic and passion for the game.

The Pirates’ baseball leader also played a central role in fundraising efforts 
to help make much-needed upgrades to OCC’s Wendell Pickens Field. 
The changes included a full scoreboard, new sound system, snack stand, 
bathrooms, improved batting cages and bullpens as well as a state-of-the-
art AstroTurf™ playing surface. 

But Altobelli was much, much more than his winning record or his 
fundraising success. He was known on campus for his mentorship of 
student athletes, guiding players toward scholarships and transfer to 
four-year universities and, in some cases, professional careers. “It’s hard 
to put into words what this loss means to the college and the athletics 
department,” OCC Athletics Director Jason Kehler says. “John was a 
tremendous coach and an even better friend. Beyond that, he was an 
amazing mentor to all of the students and athletes that he taught and 
coached. He treated them all like family and his impact will live on forever.”

A Moving Tribute
Amidst the sadness and shock in the hours following Altobelli’s death, 
another sentiment began to take hold: resolve. OCC baseball players made 
the decision to move forward with the Pirates’ season opener against 
Southwestern College on Tuesday, Jan. 28 in order to honor Coach Alto, 
whose determination and drive in the face of adversity were legendary, both 
on and off campus. 

Thousands of people poured into OCC’s baseball park that sunny 
afternoon, creating a shrine of flowers around Coach Altobelli’s number 
14 jersey and photographs of his family. Players wore t-shirts emblazoned 
with the number 14, and patches stitched with the words “Forever a Pirate” 
were distributed to spectators. A sign hung at the entrance reminding 
visitors that the field was, in every sense, “The House That Alto Built,” 
and, in a show of solidarity, the Costa Mesa Fire Department hung a large 
American flag in front of the baseball park’s entrance using a large fire 
engine ladder.

“Today is Alto’s favorite day, opening day. He loved opening day,” said 
Johnson during the tribute. “On opening day he was always here early, but 
today I beat him to the field. And, it’s going to be the only time that I ever 
do.” Johnson, an assistant coach under Coach Altobelli for seven years, 
has been named acting head coach for the 2020 season. 

John Altobelli is survived by his son, JJ, and daughter, Lexi. The Orange 
Coast College Foundation has established the Altobelli Family Memorial 
Fund to support John Altobelli’s surviving children. So far, the fund has 
raised more than $60,000.

For more information and to make a contribution please visit  
www.orangecoastcollege.edu/altomemorialfund

Dear John... 
Thank You... 
Love, Toad

For many at OCC, losing a member of the 
“Pirate Family” has been devastating. However, 
for OCC Sports Information Director, Tony 
Altobelli, the loss is unimaginable. Tony and 
John have worked together at OCC for the 
past 14 years. We are printing an abbreviated 
version of a letter that Tony wrote to his “big 
brother” John on Jan. 27. To read the full 
version, visit www.occpirateathletics.com 

Dear John,
Well this definitely isn’t the story I thought I’d 
be writing 24 hours before our baseball season 
opener. I thought this would be a proper way to 
respond to you after you wrote me a letter when 
you were at college in Houston and you thanked 
me for driving across the country with you. The 
fact I’m talking about it now should tell you 
what that letter meant to me. Thirty-five years 
later, here’s my return letter. Better late than 
never, right?

I’ve got a few “thank you’s” of my own that I’ve 
been meaning to tell you over the years, but 
unfortunately, I never got around to telling you. 
So ... this will have to do, I guess. First and 
foremost ... 

THANK YOU for being my big brother. For 
most of my young life, you were there, setting 
the pace that I had to try and keep up with. To 
say that bar you set was rather high is putting it 
mildly, but I guess I needed to have that type of 
example so in the event I came within a country 
mile of that expectation, I’d be well ahead of the 
rest of those around me growing up. 

THANK YOU for letting me be the annoying 
little brother and allowing me to join you on 
most of your older brother adventures. I’m sure

http://www.occpirateathletics.com/landing/index
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=occf&id=45
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 Mom and Dad had something to do with that (“take your brother, John …”), but I never felt like the third  
wheel with you on your teenage beach dates or “in the way” when you were hanging with your high school  
baseball friends. 

THANK YOU for the sports contests in the front yard. I know I wasn’t much of a competition being eight years 
younger than you, but I still enjoyed just hanging with my big brother, shooting hoops, playing whiffle ball, playing 
catch in the street, throwing the frisbee around, shagging fly balls in the outfield while Dad threw you batting 
practice. So many simple activities still resonate in my head and those are some of my favorite memories. 

THANK YOU for helping me reach my maximum in baseball. Again ... WE ALL AREN’T JOHN ... so 
following him through the baseball ranks in my baseball-crazed family was like a kazoo player following the 
Beatles, but I did the best I could. You helped me get better with hours of time in the batting cages and hitting 
countless ground balls. Little did I know those habits would become lifelong for you. 

THANK YOU for NOT being perfect. Contrary to popular belief, the mighty “Alto” had some flaws and as his 
younger brother, I got to witness them all. Never ashamed to make mistakes, you always owned up to them (well ... 
99% of the time) and without you even knowing it, you were showing me what it was like to be an adult and to 
accept responsibility for your actions. 

THANK YOU for sharing your baseball team with me. The term “Pirate Family” is a term that is used up 
and down the athletics department, but with the baseball team, it’s really emphasized and success is shared with 
everyone involved with the program. If there’s a state championship, you always made sure I got a ring. Every year, 
there always seemed to be some type of Pirate baseball swag that made its way to my office without any request  
or expectation. 

My favorite moment in my 14 years of doing this for a living occurred last year when I was able to introduce you 
as the winning coach at the State Final Four. To me, that was both of us at our absolute best, doing what we loved 
and it was a moment we got to share. Hearing later from Keri that it meant something to you to hear my voice 
made it even more special for me. The fact that this will be our final moment on a baseball field absolutely breaks 
my heart, but also makes me happy beyond belief. 

Well, brother, I’ll wrap this up, but not before telling you that 
I love you and I already miss you. Take care of Keri and Alyssa 
and we will keep a good eye on everything and everyone down 
here for you. And, as long as I’m around here, you can make 
sure I’ll do my best to keep your spirit alive for everyone to 
understand and follow around here. 

You left a lasting impact on thousands of kids and you left 
a mark in the collegiate baseball world that will never be 
forgotten. You made a difference, John — what more can 
anyone ask for?

THANK YOU for keeping the bar high, John. Give Mom a 
hug for me.

Love, 
Toad
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16th Annual OC Children’s Book 
Festival Brought Authors, 
Artists and NBA Legend to Coast 

On Oct. 6, Orange Coast College once again 
partnered with the Orange County Children’s 
Book Festival to host the organization’s annual 

event, which brings thousands of children and adults 
to campus to celebrate the joy of reading and the 
wonders of the imagination. This is the 16th year that 
OCC has hosted the Book Festival on its campus, with 
the area around the College’s newly built Planetarium 
transformed with multiple stages and exhibitions. 

The featured speaker was late five-time NBA champion 
and two-time Olympic Gold medalist Kobe Bryant, who 
promoted his book “Legacy and the Queen.” Bryant 
— who passed away tragically in a helicopter crash 
in January — held a book signing in OCC’s Faculty 
House, signing approximately 200 books before he was 
accompanied by the Coast men’s basketball team to 
the festival’s main stage for an interview with English 
Professor Chris Evans. 

Other notable public figures who were in attendance 
included reality television star Elena Gant, promoting her 
new book “Rox & Pax” and noted astrophysicist David 
A. Aguilar, who was featured on the S.T.E.A.M. stage  
to share his experience working for NASA’s New 
Horizons Mission special media team on the historic 
Pluto Flyby mission. Animal and Nature stage sponsor, 
San Diego Zoo, brought a cheetah named Ruuxa 
on stage, accompanied by trainers and his dog 
companions, Raina and Rae.  

Admission and parking for the Book Festival are always 
free, and exhibitors and vendors include PBS SoCal, 
Lakeshore Learning, Orange County Department of 
Education, and Sophia’s Kitchen. 

PLAY VIDEO

PHOTO GALLERY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bc-GwkIB58
https://www.flickr.com/photos/orangecoastcollege/albums/72157711248889131


OOrange Coast College and the 
OCC Foundation are appreciative 
of the continuing donations from 

the community in support of students.  
The Foundation has a legacy of financial 
prudence and responsibility. Gifts are 
with the fiduciary oversight ensuring that 
the restrictions of donors are adhered to and that disbursements are 
administered with integrity.  The honor roll of donors below lists donors 
who gave $50 or more between July1, 2018 and December 31, 2019.

THANK 
        YOU

$500,000+
 William D. Alcott and Thomas 

Anderson
Johann Keil

$250,000  - $499,999
 Sean Broe
Estate of Elizabeth Steele
James & Janet Ray
Samueli Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999
Tokiko Blakely
Timothy Collins
Estate of Tamara D. Watson
Foundation For The Carolinas
Gene Haas Foundation
Peter Hill
Robert & Yvonne Houssels
Carolyn Parks
Geraldine Roseta
Jerrell T. Richards, Ph.D.
Frank & Brenda Slootman
Katherine Verner
Leon & Cheryl Ward
Patrick Werner

$50,000  - $99,999
 ASOCC
Fern Fitzhenry
Bob McCaffrey
Pepsi Bottling Group, LLC
Pied Piper II, LLC
The Rallis Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Barabara Haskell
Jim & Martha Newkirk
Orange County Farm Bureau
Harriet E. Pfleger Foundation
Orangewood Children’s 

Foundation
Sally Crystal
Dana Jon Gardner
Umoja Community Education
Isidore & Penny Myers 

Foundation 
Jennie V. Foundation

$10,000 -  $24,999
Claudia Ackley
American Association of 

University Women Laguna 
Beach Foundation

Mary Lynn Bergman-Rallis
Chihuahua Taproom

Clay Lacy Aviation
David Cline
Budge & Carol Collins
Costa Mesa Community 

Foundation
Crenshaw Lumber
The Croul Family Foundation
Jeffrey Dimsdale
Doing Good Works
Donalda M. Pelletier Foundation
Lisa Gustafson
Donald Hudson
Sylvia Impert
Gary James
Kaiser Peramente
Willis & Judith Longyear
James Mansfield
Brian Malone
Carleton Morgan
National Charity League, Inc. 

Newport Chapter
Bob Newman
O.L. Halsell Foundation
MUFG Union Bank Foundation
Donna Safian
Schwab Charitable
Daniel Shrader
Smith-Walker Foundation
Ricardo Soto
Bob & Anne Stewart

Waltmar Foundation, Inc.
Peter Weiner
Robert Weis
Lynn Dixie Winfield
Louise Zaki

$5,000 - $9,999
 Angels Baseball Foundation
Steve Baltes
Wm Curtis Barnes
Barbara Bullard
John & Yasuko Bush
Stanley Clemmensen
Confrerie De La Chaine Des 

Rotisseurs Foundation
John Davenport
Patrick Declusin
Sharon Donoff
Chris Drover
Curtis Fleming
Gary & Mary West Family 

Foundation
David Grant
Katrin Homan
Anthony Hsieh
Eileen Lewis
ModernBrain Corporation
Patrick Munoz
Bellport Group Newport  

Harbor Shipyard
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Northern Trust
Lorraine Prinsky
John Rallis
Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation Inc.
Greg Rosenkrans
Eva Shaffer-Hyska
Frederick Steadry
Richard Stepp
John Stuart
Walter & Barbara Stupin
Truth Initiative
Mary Anne Turley-Emett
U S Water Taxi, Inc
United States Sailing 

Association

$2,500 - $4,999
 Alpine Vistas Trust
Laura Behr
Doug & Mailei Bennett
David Castenholz
Susan Church
Cystic Fibrosis 

Foundation
C William & Wynndi 

Dahlin
Kevin Dickey
Richard Eberhart
Heidi Ehrbar
Jane Farwell
Steffani Calli Foxcroft
Norm Fricker
Robert Fuller
Blade Gillissen
DonateWell Good  

Done Great
Steve Guentz
Scott & Amy Hellman
Rush & Linda Hill
Anthony Iacopetti
DeFore Foundation 

for the Arts Jimmie 
DeFore Dance Center

Michael Johnstone
Paul Johnstone
Cheryl L. Jupiter
Bill Kieckhaefer
Tod Kurt
Michael Lawler
The Lincoln Club
Mary McChesney
Paul Mitchell
Brian & Denise Mock
Montage Resort & Spa
Network For Good
Sean Nicholson
Marcella Norling

John Novak
Orange County Wine 

Society
Orthopedic Specialty 

Institute Medical 
Group of Orange 
County

Wayne & Barbara Otte
Elizabeth Parker
Cheri Poe
Constance Raub
David Roberts
S & S Metal Fabricators
Steve Sellinger
Vida Shajie
Marilyn Sion
Tyler Stallings
Paul & Polly Stemler
Shane Sweet
Steve & Carol Tamanaha
The Lab, LP
Trader Joe’s
Clay Tucker
John Upton
Albert Wong
Karen Yould

$1,000  - $2,499
David Adams
Anaheim/Orange County 

Hotel & Lodging 
Association

Fred & Marilyn 
Anderson

Association For Applied 
Sport Psychology

Frank & Belia Ayala
Karen Baker
Ted & Marsha Baker
Matthew Baker
Kevin Ballinger
Nicole Baltes
Jeffrey Barbakow
Gregory & Judy Bartone
Brian & Kim Battisti
Bryan Bayer
Michael & Jacki Beebe
Richard & Lynette Berg
William Berner
The Bicycle Tree
Gillian Bidgood
Neozyme International, 

Inc. Bio-Organic 
Catalyst, Inc.

James Blodgett
Boras Sports Training 

Institute
David & Christy Brodt
Cameron Brown

Sue Brown
Stefan Brule
Rhonda Burch
California Community 

Foundation
Greg & Lora Cannon
Todd & Jenny Carpenter
Bruce Cary
Jason Ciaglo
Ann Cleland
Sean Connor
Timothy & Amie Cooper
Costa Mesa Women’s 

Club
Eric Cuellar
Scott Cutshall
D. Travis Kubiak Spirit 

Memorial Fund
Robert & Van Dees
Nonie Desurra
Helen Dinkins
VoluntEARS Grants 

Disney Worldwide 
Services, Inc.

Alice Doppelhammer
Rendell Drew
Toby Echelberry
Edward Cella Art & 

Architecture
Ellucian Pathways 

Scholarship
Kyle Enger
Bob Fey
First Bank
Robert Flaig
Stephen & Lynda Flynn
Gloria Forrest
Eric Forssell
Fountain Valley 

Chamber of 
Commerce

Ralph Gama
Gelfand, Rennert & 

Feldman
General Atomics
Pat & Gina Gleason
Steven Goetz
William & Janice 

Hackett
Patricia Hadden
Howard & Kathleen Hall
Florence Hanchett
Jason Hanck
Harbor Beach Div77 

Scholarship 
Foundation

Dennis Harkins
Lorraine Henry
Don Hilgendorf

Tim Hodges
Mary Hornbuckle
Eleanor Huang
Louis & Kathleen 

Iacopetti
Kim Ingram
Nicolette Jackson
Jamboree 

Manangement Corp
Jessie Rees Foundation
Stanley Johnson
James Jorgensen
Frederick Judd
Joanne & Dennis Keith
Jacob Khan
Joan Kitchens
Kiwanis Club of Costa 

Mesa
Kathryn Lang
Steve Lee
John Lenanton
Leonard-Emery Family 

Foundation
Craig & Loren Linquist
Jack Lipton
Little Pickle
Lowes
Milagro Maggette
Dick & Jennifer 

Manoogian
Ernest Maurer
Daniel McCarthy
Dorothy McKee
Jane McLaughlin
Meathead Movers
Dale Merrill
Mesa Verde  

Consulting, Inc
Charlene Metoyer
Richard Meyer
Scott Mitchell
Georgie Monahan
Branden Morad
Steve & Barbara 

Morihiro
Kate Mueller
Music Teachers Assoc 

of California Orange 
County West

Irene Naesse
Richard & Sandra Nava
Thu Nguyen
Hannah-Hanh Nguyen
Dawn Nicewarner
Randy Nickel
Osbaldo Nieves
Merry Norris
Robin O’Connor

Curt Olson
Orange County Fine 

Arts, Inc.
F.J. Ortiz
Spectra Food Services 

& Hospitality Ovations 
FanFare, LP

Pacific Life Foundation
Rich Pagel-Wheeler & 

Patsy Culver Wheeler
Gloria & Lawrence 

Parker
Bob Pethick
Clyde Phillips
Donald Pratt
Erik & Andrea Rangno
Michael Ravellette
Cindi Reber-Bonhall
Carmine Rimi
Jennifer Roberts
Bradley Rostratter
Eliza Rubenstein
Donald Russell
Brent & Lisa Ryhlick
Craig & Stephanie 

Satterfield
Patrick & Robyn 

Scanlon
Cecilia Schreyer
Dorothy Schrupp
Thomas Selzer
Alexander & Kimberly 

Shadid
Kevin Shannon
Sean & Leanne 

Sheward
Terry & Joyce Shibuya
Peggy Shoval
Julie Simer
Simpson Strong Tie
Charlene Sloan
Geoffrey Strand
Angélica Suarez
Sandra Sudweeks
Robert Summers
Toyota Motor North 

America, Inc.  
TABC, Inc

Mimi Taylor
CMMM Restaurants 

Inc. The Tulsa Rib 
Company

Betty Thompson
Thornburg Foundation
Timeless Learning, Inc
Theriault Todd
Mary Tostado
John Trejo
Travis Turner

Richard Turner
Arlene Vieau
Volleyball Enterprises, 

Inc.
The Walt Disney 

Company Foundation
Kay Warriner
John Weispfenning
Penny White
Jennifer Williams
World Pet Association, 

Inc
Robert Zhe
Sally Vincenti
Linda Zimmerman

$500 - $999
David Adams
Robert Alke
Robert Alleman
Kim Allen
Altraco
Cecilia Alvarado
Alzheimer’s  

Orange County
Scott & Monica 

Anderson
Ron & Teresa Axe
June Bahr
Jeff Bauer
Melanie Schnoll Begun
Bob & Merritt Bennett
Richard & Vicki Beno
David & Kellie Bernstein
George & Esther Blanc
Amanda Bloom
Book That Event, LLC
BP Foundation, Inc.
Christopher Brandt
Laurie Brown
Roger Camp
James Capellino
Clay Carlson
Kat Carroll
Matthew Chapman
Junior Chapple
Patricia Clark
Tim Clark
Jim Clarkson
Christopher Clifton
Ian & Joanne Clyne
Coast City Ballet Corp
Heather Codding
Gregg & Barbara Colbert
Kevin Conway
Vivian Cooper
Jo Ann Copp
Costa Mesa Orange 
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Coast Lions
Kenneth Crawford
Timothy & Mary 

Cromwell
Greg Crow
Shauhin Davari
Kim Davis
Marvin & Katherine 

Stovall Dennis
Earl & Mary Allyn Dexter
Robert Dingman
Alane Dolensky
Demi Dusterhoft
Heidi Effmann
Michael & Lucinda 

Egner
Robert Ellis
Cyndee Ely
Sue Enquist
Sandy Fainbarg
Richard Frechen
James & Kristen Freund
Richard Gannon
Jennifer & Samuel 

Gazzo
Tara Giblin
Go Aok, LLC
Larry Graham
Stella & Steve Guild
Bridget & Ronald Halsey
Steve & Jennifer Handy
Laura Hanks
Deanne & Patrick 

Hemmens
Claudia Herms
Melinda Herndon
Lisa Hesla
Erik Hillard
Hoag Memorial Hospital 

Presbyterian
Chris Hoff
Richard Holdaway
Jackson Homan
HPI Architecture
Hudson Dance Academy
Syed Hussain
IAI, Llc
Michael Inman
Matthew Ippolito
Greta Jackson
George & Shirley Jagels
Shana Jenkins
Gayle Jennings
Marilyn Jones
Sharon Jones
Anna Katsuki
Mary Kennedy

Duc Thanh Thien Kinn
Thomas Kish
Michael & Susan Klein
Nancy & Kenneth 

Krueger
Christopher Kulik
Rich Lamas
Land O’Lakes 

Foundation
Mark Leibowitz
Amy Leonard
Suzanne Lewis
Susan Lopez
Rafael Lopez
Malcolm Drilling  

Col. Inc.
Amy Mangurian
Jennifer & Mark 

Mannon
Alan Maples
Jeffery & Lucinda 

Marino
George & Barbara 

Mattias
Leslie McCall
Charles & Linda 

McCauley
Kate McCollum
Todd & Melinda 

McDevitt
Patti McDonald
Kim McKee
John McKee
Leland & Kim Means
Lee Miller
Claudia Montoya-

Andrews
Scott & Carolyn Morgan
Arabian Morgan
David & Calda Morley
Movandi Corp
Hiroyuki Negishi
Jeanne Neil
David & Teri Neumann
Tijai Nguyen
Thuy Nguyen
P. Nielsen
Madjid Niroumand
Robin Nomaaea
Kevin O’Hara
On-Camera Audiences, 

Inc
Tim O’Neil
Max Paulus
Jill Pehonsky
Arlene Estrada Petokas
Candy Pettus
Glenda Pfeiffer

Tom Pletts
Sherana Polk
Kate Powers
Joe Pugliese
Linda Ramirez
Tommy Rhee
Eric Rich
Alison Riggio
Diane Ruhlander
Carolyn Rullo
Lee Runnels
Jerry & Yvonne Russell
Richard & Tehnaz 

Rutledge
Derek Sabori
Ron Sangara
SCA Inc. - Collegium 

Caidis
Vince Scardina
Larry & Jan Schatz
Larry & Renee Schatz
Robert Schneiderman
Jon & Helen Schofield
SchoolsFirst Federal 

Credit Union
Senga Engineering
Walker Smith, III
Mark Soden
Linda Sohl-Ellison
Richard Somers
Soroptimist 

International of 
Huntington Beach

South Bay Basketball
Southern California 

Restaurant Writers
Joyce Sparks
Gretchen Steadry
Sheri Sterner
Mikkel-Ane Stipe
Robert Stirrat
David & Claire 

Stoneman
Robert Strachan
Alan Sudweeks
Chunling Sun
Kevin & Veronique 

Suther
Robert Swanson
John Taylor
The Social Changery 

LLC
Victoria Thompson
Catherine Anh Tran
Maria Traver
Trustee for New  

York Life
Damian Tsutsumida

Eric Vlasic
Leroy & Lisa Watson
James Webb
Sean Wellengard
Wells Fargo Foundation 

Education Matching 
Gifts Program

Ana Williams
Will Wilson
Mark Wojcik
C. William Wood
Kim Wright
Roger Wyett
Tim Yale
Xinjie Yu
Amir Zaki

$250 - $499
Dean Abernathy
Caryl Aguilar
Clifford Allen
Susan Alvarez
American Collegiate 

Rowing Association
Leesa Amon
Leticia Arroyo
Audiences Unlimited, 

Inc.
Ronda Austin
Jessica Avalos
Vanessa Ayala
Linda Bagatourian
Balance in Form
Mark & Alice Baldwin
Lori Barker
Laurie Barton
Carl& Pamela Bernstein
Mark Boudreau
Jennifer Bower
Miguel Brito
Christina Burstein
Sherry Bush
W. Butler
Mary Byers
Laurie Campbell
Shauna Candella
Kenny Carmichael
Brad Carr
Donald & Diane Carrig
Richard Carroll
Jennifer Chaiyakal
John Cheever
Chipotle
Alan Cirson
Chris Clarke
Chuck Clegern
Julia Clevenger
Kirsti Coffin

Diane Colvin
Chavon Cortez
John Culp
Mark Curran
Kathy D’Andrea
Richard & Shirley 

Dayton
Dell Giving
Dare Delorefice
Jon & Charmain 

Dennison
Bob Dennison
Christopher DeSurra
Frank Easterbrook
Edward Elfenbein
Kelli Elliott
Jennifer Ellis
Brandon Ellis
Rozanna Elsenpeter
Michael Emery
Susan Erickson
Experian Information 

Solutions, Inc.
Mary Faulkner
Oscar Favela
Rhonda Fegan
Leslie Fuller
Rober t& Carol Funke
Daniel Gabaldon
Patricia Gardenias
Matt & Lawana Gentry
Mary Gilman
Alan & Wanda 

Gindlesperger
Jerry Greco
Phillip Grisotti
Roger Gutierrez
Silvia Gutierrez
Nga Tuyet Ha
Donald Haid
Luellyn Harper
Dianne Harrison
Anthony & Judith 

Hawkesworth
Vickie Hay
Douglas Heckle
Melinda Heendon
Paula Henry
Stacey Herzing
Gary& Glynis Hoffman
Sarah Jane Hollister
Kelly Holt
Joe Homan, M.D.
David & Jill Hood
Hotel Emporium, Inc.
Todd & Shaylon 

Hummer

Craig Irvin
Mike Ishikawa
Cindy Ishimaru
Kirk Iversen
Eric & Leslie Jackson
Suzanne M. Jaglowski
Doug Johnson
Steve Johnson
Evelyn Johnson
Jamie Kain
Masayuki Kan
Susan Kang
Fahim Kassam
James & Catherine 

Kerrigan
Christopher Ketcham
Martin & Zsuzsanna 

Killeen
David Kitchens
James Konon
Emma La Mer
Sarah Laird
Richard & Kristin 

Langlais
Cheri Lawell
Bula Leong
Maria Del Pilar Lerma
Sherman Liu
Frank Liu
Benjamin Lohman
Ty & Britton Lunde
Crystal MacNeill
Hermilo Madera
Karine Marois
Gary & Marilyn Marsh
Craig Marson
Loreen Martinez
Dave Mays
Vivien McGrath-Lee
John & Barbara 

McGuire
Anthony & Paulette 

Mendoza
Mesa Water District
Blake Michaels
Microsoft
Lorena Miramontes
Bryan Mom
Frances Morgan
Lynette & Toby Morris
Steven & Patsy Morris
A. Patrick Munoz
Lisa Muramoto
Ross Murray
Joy Myers
Jeff & Kelli Nadeau
Ash & Amy Narayan
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Masanobu Negishi
Daniel & Jessica 

Neumann
Michelle Ngo
Tony & Ginger Nizich
Greg & Trisha Noble
Mary Nori
Raymond & Loretta 

Obstfeld
Mitch Olson
Patrick Olson
Linda Orem
Johnny & Katrina Otte
Vinta Oviatt
Ken Parker
David & Heidi Paul
Kathleen Pellegrino
Lisa Perrine
Denise Petricig
Christie Pettus
Shawn Peukert
John & Nicole Portillo
Aileen Queen
Todd Ramirez
Walther Ramos
Franya Ramp
Mandy Ream
Virginia Rebal
Kristi Reynolds
Irini Rickerson
Deborah Riley
Richard Rivetti
Carlos & Martha Rosales
Kelley Rusnak
Keith Ryan
Hank Schellingerhout
Joe Scott
Karen Shanley
Scott Smith
Kevin Smith
Andrew Smith
Lynn Smith
David Song
Mandy Soo Hoo
South Coast R.V. Repair
Southside Volleyball Club
James Spence
Tad & Deborah Springer
Rayanne Steele
Neal & Kam Stehly
Dan & Laurie Stepanian
Steve Stone
Allen Stone
Celina Stratton
Vicki Strong
Susan Sugihara
Michael Sutliff

Tanaka Farms, LLC
Dan Tapia
Rylan & Ivy Terakawa
Liz Tucker
Robert Turner
U Kyaw Win & Gandasari 

Win Charitable Fund
UBS Financial Services, 

Inc
Christian & Monica 

Venzlaff
Alejandro Villegas
Bjorn Von Arx
Pam Warnick
David Washburn
John Watz
Kristin Weaver
Larry & Laurie Weichman
Aaron & Cher Weiss
Jodi West
Sam West
Crystal Whitmore
Lance Wood
Dave & Amy Wright
Mehmet Yilmazturk
Joseph & Felicia Young
Jill Young
Mark Zaffino
Sarah Zappas

$100  - $249
 Ashlee & the A List Team
Josie Abeygunaratne
Tony Acedo
Enrique Adame
Carlos Adame
Brenda Adams
Susan Adler-Tallarico
Liana Ahn
Jeannie Ahn
Omar Ales
John Alexander
Wesley Alleman
Frank Alleman
Fred Allen
Hal Allis
Maria & Mario Alvarez
Mitchell Alves
Daniel Amado
Christiane Amat
Richard & Mary Anderson
Sandra Anderson
Eric Anderson
Craig Anderson
Rosa Angel
Paul Annunziato
Jackie Anthony
Andrea Anthony

Lena Antoci
Blain Archer
Manuel & S&ra 

Argomaniz
Kim Arguello
Robyn Arias
Michael & Karla 

Armstrong
Jan Arnold
David Austin
Oralia Avalos
Cecil & Leslie Avery
Granddaddy Axe
Carol Axe
Ronald & Teresa Axe
Barbara Bagale
Brad Bailey
Cherryl Baker
Devon Bakke
Adriana Bala
Barcelo Bicycles
Donna Barnard
Julie Barnes
Barnes Electric LLC
Bob Barry
Adam Bartlett
Robert Barto
Patrick & Monica Bartolic
Carole Beacham
Bill Bean
Benevity Community 

Impact  Fund
Ron Berg
Brian & Donna Berg
Karin Bevier-Yurkovich
Debbie Bigoss
Kara Bill
Logan Bingham
Dave Black
Elizabeth Blake
Shannon Bledsoe
Chris Bliss
Kim Bloom
Vicki Jo Boals
Ray & Marilyn Boehm
Patrick & Elaine Bonner
William Bonnett
Mary Boone
Brian & Ekaterina Boone
Glenn Boss
Ashlee Botello
John Boucher
Gail Brady
William & Robin Brandt
Tracy Brandt
Sandra Bravo
Paul Breithaupt

Legacy 
Donors
Many donors to the Orange Coast College 
Foundation choose to make significant gifts to 
the College to benefit students via their wills and 
estate plans.  Below is a list of individuals who 
believed enough in the work of OCC to ensure 
that the OCC Foundation remains a force for 
good in the lives and careers of students via 
such a gift.

Margaret “Maxine” 
Andrews
Maruja Baldwin
Charles & Betty 
Beecher
Mikel Bistany
John & Elizabeth 
Blaich
Shirley Brooke
Dr. Giles T. Brown
Howard Chastain
George Ciarlo
Ray Fladeboe
Mary Grant
Evelyn Greenhalge
Hazel Cubbon 
Greenleaf
Monta Harvey

Donald Haskell
Jane Hilgendorf
Alberta Hood
Dr. Richard Houghton
David Johns
David Johnston
Ruth Miller
Donna Moore
Joseph Pearlman
Bucky Pofahl
Helen Prothers
Margaret Ramondetti
Ernest J. Schag
Elizabeth Steele*
Herman R. Tate
Margaret “Peg” Taylor
Tamara D. Watson*
Makoto Yoshida

*Indicates gifts received in 2018 – 2019

Orange Coast College and the Orange Coast 
College Foundation deeply appreciate the 
support provided by these individuals to the 
college.  If you would like to learn more about 
how you can benefit OCC students in your will 
or estate plan, please contact:

Doug Bennett, Executive Director
Orange Coast College Foundation
(714) 432-5126
dbennett@cccd.edu

mailto:dbennett@cccd.edu
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Robin Brewer
Celeste Broer
Marcy Brown
Beeg Brudder
Sandra Bruno
Janie Bryan
Michael & Hillary Bryan
The Bucklen Family
Pavel Budilo
Kari Burke
Shannon Burkhart
Tiffani Burlingame
Pamela Buxton
Gwendolyn Buys
Maria Caballero
Karen Cabanillas
Pat Cable
Leslie Cadavid
Nicholas Cain
Gus Calicol
Calle Coral  

Investments LP
Yiming Cao
Lance Capel
Don Card
Katie Carpenter
Fay Carter
Logan Carter
Jewel Carter
Toni Casper
Mark & Julie Casper
John Cassidy
Kyra Castro
Olivia Cello
Terry Chambers
Kathryn Chambers
Stephenie Champlin
Desiree & John Chang
Lynette Chapman
Bruce Chapple
Cecilia Charlton
Cherry Chau
Jieran Chen
Cherry Creek 

Association
Donald & Mary  

Anne Chock
Khim Choong
Julie Chow
Gina Christian
Ronald Cichy
Rodney Clark
Robyn Clark
Christy Clemens
Filippa Clifton
Felicia Coco
Marilyn Coffin

Vicki Collison
Diana Concepcion-

Fletcher
Nicole Cook
Holly Copeland Sherlock
Carolina Cormac
Deon Cormier
Steve Correz
Costa Mesa Historical 

Society, Inc.
Jonathan Cotner
Todd Cottle
Paul Crary
Crenshaw Bowling, Inc.
Marie Crook
Lee Cross
Chelsey Croucher
Thomas Crume
John & Kimberly 

Dablow
Dan Dahlin
Grandpa Daniel
Benedick David
Ray Davis
Benjamin Davis
Susan DDS
Regina De Leon-

Reynoso
Angelin Dean
Deep Cove Forest 

Products, Inc.
Maggie Dekker
Eugene Delacruz
Genevieve Dellinger
Guy Delorefice
Davis Delorefice
Todd Delorefice
Esther Delurgio
Charles Denault
Rita Derache
Coreen DeSoto
Victor & Brooke Desprez
Donna Di Ferdinando
Paul DiCarlo
Lauree DiCarlo
Barbara & Dale Dickey
Kennesse Downey
Shawn Drapp
Rod Driscoll
Chris Drover
Lina Dubon
Liz Dunster
Carla Durkee
Scott Edmondson
Stephen & Marilyn 

Edmunds
Melanie Eklund

Joyce Elliott
Clayton Ellis
Sean Elward
Erik Elward
Bess Emano-Walden
Seth Enslow
Robert Esparza
David Estrada
Brian Ettlin
James & Teria Evans
Chris Evans
Joe Ewens
Mike Ewer
Natasha F
Ted Faddoul
Kline Family
Marshman Family
Craig Farmer
Bill Farr
Betty Farrell
Federal  Home 

Mortgage Loan 
Lina Feghali
Karen Felts
Loto Fesili
Ernesto Figueroa
Paul Finley
Julie Fischer
Elliot Fischer
Kevin Fitzcharles
Scott Flatten
Greg Flores
Christian Flugel
Gale Flynn
Joe Flynn
Dory Forf
Peter Francesco
Staci Francois
Kathleen Franz
The Frazier’s
Jim & Mary Fregosi
Gabby French
Amanda Friedman
Geoff Fults
Daryl Funai
Ian Furar
Luz Gabaldon
Alyson Gabaldon
Susan Gaites
Madeline Gaites
Ryan Gale
Melissa Galitzen
Marta Galloway
Al Galloway
Jaime Garau
Stephanie Garcia
Olympia Garcia

Ryan Garcia
Pat Garcia
James Garmon
John & Kathy Garnett
Donavan Gaytan
Rachel Gekko
M. Arthur Gensler
Michael Gentile
Matthew & Jennifer 

Gentry
Jennifer Gentry
Dick & Pat George
George Y. Cheng, D.O.
Thomas Getz
Yolanda Gibbs
Brian Gibbs
Deanna Gibson
Mike Gill
Dick Gladden
Will Glenn
James Glidewell
Lee Goebel
Tamar Goldmann
Jason Gomez
Renee Gomez
Federico & Adriana 

Gonzalez
Luz Maria Gonzalez
Nicholas Gonzalez
James Goodine
Louis & Gina Goodman
Harry Gordon
April Goss
Mary Grant
Pete Gravely
Matthew Greco
CK & Jody Green
Lacey Greer
Eric Grisotti
Sara Guentz
Robert Gundry
Mitch Guthrie
Juan Gutierrez
Max H.
Carolina Hadsall
Pauline Hagino
Zohreh Hajati
Mary Hale
John Hale
Darwin & Susan Hall
Mark Hamamura
Tara Hamby
Judith Hamilton
Julie Hammond
Joseph Hammouch
Annie Han
Gregory & Faye Hanoian

Liza Harding
Mathew Hargreaves
Susan Harlan
Ann Harmer
Glen & Helen Harper
Marilyn Harran
George Hart
Debbie Harvey
Cameron Hastings
Kari Hatch
Michael Hatch
Robin Haught
Kristen Heffernan
Mary Helen
Ralph & Susan Helper
David Hemingway
Bryon Henderson
Kay Herbel
Allen Herman
Justin Hermes
Mark Hernandez
Christopher Hernandez
Gabriela Herrera
Kathryn Herrick
Melisa Hesla
Ron & Betty Hesla
Alaina & Cody Hess
Patricia Hickok
Jordan Higashi
Nicole Hill
Tim Hirota
Jamie Hitchings
Kenney Holick
David Holland
John Homan
Randall Hooper
Nicholas & Jennifer 

Hornbuckle
Frank Horst
Jenny Hosel
Patricia Hotz
Walter Howald
Bradford Hubler
Susanna Hugelshofer
Josh Huitt
Helen Humphreys
Amelie Hunter
Shelly Hurt
Monica Hykes
Katie Ibay
Stella Ibay
Agatha Ibranossian
Jan Iha
Shirlene Ileleji
Kelli Inman
Kelly Inouye-Perez
Wilma Ireland

David Irons
Steve Iseda
Anissa Iseda
Ernest & Alice Iseminger
Xina J
Colin Jacob
Jami Jacobi
Pamela James
Chania Javier-Rhodes
Shana Jenkins
Sean Jenkins
Jane Jensen
Robert Joffe
Jeffrey Johnsend
Janet Johnson
Scott Johnson
Robert Johnson
Danielle Johnson
Sheri Johnson
Grant Johnson
Georgia Johnson
Elaine Johnston
Don Johnston
Karla Jondle
Shirley Jones
H. Gilbert Jones
Shirley Jones
Karen Jordahl
Orv Jordahl
Dylan Joseph
Tracy Kagawa
Kalea Special Events
Kim Kanetis
Rick Kapko
Alex Karby
John Kearney
Diane Keegan
Barbara Keeler
Mike Kehoe
Mark & Susan Keidel
Hoku Kekauoha
Kaleleonamele 

Kekauoha
Walker & Shelley Keller
Cheryl & Ray Kelley
Dennis Kelly
Eniko Kender
Tara Kennedy
Danny Kennedy
Patrick Kennedy
Patricia Kenoi-Chin
Mary Kent
Mark & Eby Kent
Charles & Joann 

Kenyon
Kama Keohokapu
Richard Kerley
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Mirna Khan
Diane Kim
Janelle Kim
Erin Kinder
Tom Kinder
Michael Kinsey
Marie Kish
Jeff & Teri Klein
Kristofer & Amy Klein
Robert  & Jennifer 

Knapp
Al Kneider
Kelly Kneubuhl
Lawrence Knuth
Suzanne Knutson
Bethany Koehler
Eric Koppelmaa
Kasey Koppelmaa
Gerald Kraemer
Richard Kraft
Yolanda Kraushaar
Olenka Krupa
Jimmy Kruse
Ihn Ku
Lisa Ku
Benjamin & Lisa Ku
Rachel Kubik
David Kulcinski
Ada & Tammy  

La Barbera
Vivian Lalim
Todd Landwehr
Lara Lanfried
Kristin Langlais
Mary Langsdorf
Terry & Denise Lasch
Marian Last
Deb LeClaire
Kay LeClaire
Judith Lecocq
Wendy Lee
Patricia Loftus Lee
Jodie Leemann
John & Nora Legaspi
Kevin Leonard
Tita Leong
Rider Leong
Debbie Leong
Bubu Leong
Maria Del Pilar Lerma
Mark Les
Vivian Lew
Eric Lewis
Tabitha Liang
Todd & Erin Lightle
Rachel Liles
Julio Limonchi
Limonchi Construction

Richard Linder
Lisa Lipps
Christian Lising
Carol Long
Christine Long
Maureen Long
Rosa Lopez
D.M. Lopez
Angel & Julie Lopez
Jason Lopez
David or Martha Lopez
Guillermina Lopez
Davi Loren
Howard & Anne Lowe
Eve Luckring
Sandra Luebke
Jackson Lyman
Denise Lynes
David Lyon
Craig Lyon
John Macelwee
Shawn Macha
Dan MacLeith
Ramadian & Crystal 

MacNeill
Debbie Maderos
Luis & Argelia Madrigal
Nancy Maichel
Ali Malachi
Sean Malachi
Carol Malcolm
Tim Mallott
David Maloney
Maloney Chiropractic, 

Inc.
Alex Mandossian
Peter Mangurian
Jodi Marcus
Brian Marcus
Janine Mariano
Katsya Marson
Andree Martin
Tony Martin
Cedrick Martin
Jennifer Martinez
Steve Martinson
Yoshihiro Masuda
Jade Mathes
Suzy Mathieson
Steve Mathison
Bruce & Dell Mattern
Gloria Mauch
Scott Mazzeo
Clementina Mazzeo
Gary McArthur
Cindy McCabe
Katie McCarroll
Heather McCollough

Melinda McCoy
Sallie McDaniel
Annie McDaniel
McGarry & Laufenberg
Lily McGregor
Tammy McHale
Jerod McMillen
Tiare Meegan
Douglas Meeks
Michael & Joan 

Meissenburg
Aurora Mejia
Kathryn Melheim
Shana Susan Menaker
Deanne Mendoza
Luciano Mendoza
Pedro& Silveria 

Mendoza
Diane Nelson 

Menninger
Mike Merkin
Audrey Messick
Mi Casa
Gordon Michie
Andy Middaugh
Miguel’s Jr.
Randy& Angela Miner
Kathleen Minor
Rick Minor
Liz Miramontes
Missy Mitchell
Mika Mitchell
Troy Molina
Mark Montecalvo
Luci Montgomery
Michael & Luci 

Montgomery
Roger Montgomery
Dina Mooneyhan
Michael & Jeannie 

Moore
Art Moore
Linda Morgan
Carolyn Morgan
Mike Morrow
Rosie Morrow
Theresa Mortensen
Michael & Linda Moyles
Mr. Buck’s Liquor
John& Susan Mueller
Xeno Muller
Muniz Family
Mitchell Munt
Julie Murphy
Tina Murphy
Mike Murphy
Guy Murrel
Shawn Musarra

My Maintenance Inc.
DJ Nakaba
Honami Nakagawa
Ven Narayanan
Larissa Nazarenko
NCA Financial Services
Judith & Lance Neal
Ken Neva
Marguerite Nevarez
Donald& Tracy 

Newsome
NextEra Energy, Inc.
Savy Ngoy
Hoang Nguyen
Thoi Nguyen
Johnpaul Nguyen
Paul Nilsen
Rosalie Nizich
Richard Noble
Diana Nolan
Nate Nomnawee
Mike Nordstrom
Richard & Virginia 

Norton
C. Phillip O’Carroll
Cynthia Ochoa
Jason& Margaret 

Odgers
Sheryl O’Halloran
Alili Olbon
Jim& Maria Olivero
Flory Oncu
Shannon O’Neal
Carrara Onody
Chaiya Ortiz
Javier Ortiz
Janis Otis
Michael & Celia 

Ouellette
Sid Oxford
Dom Palera
Joanne Panian
Grandma DeeDee Papa 

Bear
Pete Pappas
Niki Parker
Julie Partnoff
John& Sue Patterson
Dru Patterson
Jeffrey Pau
Joanna Pau
Jeri Pau
Barb Peoples
Patty Perreira
Lori Pesavento
Laura Peters
Bob Peterson
Pete Peterson

Marilyn Peterson
Ted Petit
Mindaugas & Ina 

Petokas
Mary Petrenko
Gia Thu Thi Pham
Wendy Pineira
Sean Pirtle
Ashley Poole
Brad & Jennifer Poore
Nora Porter
Leslie Potts
Karen Powell
Maxine Powell
Esteban & Kristina 

Pradd
Billie Pratt
PRGX Friends
Melissa Pua
Dhrumil Purohit
Shannon Quihuiz
Christopher Quinn
Jason & Casie Quintos
Richard Ramaglia
Christina Ramirez
Barbara Ramirez
Ashley Rose Ramirez
Mike Ramos
Laura & Bob Randolph
Dillon Rasmussen
Robert & Catherine 

Rasmussen
Pankaj Rastogi
Peggy Reagan
Jeff Reagan
Hannah Reid
Dad Renee
Keith Rhodes II
Ashley Richards
Mark Richelieu
Gabrielle Ridley
Kim Riet
Dennis Rimmel
Ashley Rippeon
Colin Robbins
Darren& Jeniece 

Roberson
Mary Robinette
Laverne Robins
Albert Rogers
Kevin & Lynn Rogers
Christina Rojas
Savannah Romero
Melissa Rosado
Vivian Rosenberg
Robin Rothell 

Christensen
Martin Rowe

Sofia Roy
Nancy Rubenstein
Alexis Rubin
Jacqueline Rudy
Shaelyn Rumley
Lynn Russ
Joy Russell
Deborah Rustman
Flavia Ruzi
Justin & Ann  

Marie Ryan
Bart Ryder
John Ryder
Lori S
Margie Sacks
Thomas Saftig
Stephanie Sallinger
Gail Salmo
Hugo Samayoa
Maricela Sandoval
Troy Sandum
Juan SanJuan
Poerava Sapolu
Lisa Sasaki
Stanton Sasaki
James  & Patricia 

Satterfield
Gretcvhen Savedra
Rick& Donna Savely
Joe Scagliotti
Teresa Scarbrough
James Schiano
Erika Schipsi
Maria Schmidt
Nora Schneider
David Schneider
Andrea Schoon
Larry Schroeder
Eric Schroeder
Raymond Schuler
Deanna Sciaraffa
Robin Scott
Angel Sentman
Gayle Seoane
Bruno Serato
Tina & Felipe Serrano
Kayleigh Sevi
Mital Shah
Debbie Shair
Karen Shanley
Jocelyn Sherman 

Falcioni
Izumi Shiiba
Grace Shin
Elizabeth Shivel
Kelly Sigmon
Dean Silbersack
Jennifer Silbert



Theresa Silva
Cheryl Silves
Laura Simental
Leisl Simmons
Andy Simonoff
Ronald Sisk
Lynn Slack
Monte & Charlene Sloan
Michael D Sloan
John Sloat
Cecil Smith
Sue Smith
Richard Sobrato
Cecilia Solorzano
Hugh &Jean Sonoda
Ada Sonoda
Southern California 

Scientific, Inc.
Vince Spinnato
Bob Sporrer
Sheri Spradlin
William Stacey
Theresa Stanford
Tracey Stangarone
Gene Starr
State Farm Companies 

Foundation
J. M. Steele
Clark Steele
Carsten Steinhausen
Chris Stephens
Lauren Stewart
Renee Stickel
Terra Stokes
Bruce & Ralene Strauss
Andy Stuart
Sarah Sullivan
Sean Sullivan
Kurt & Lauren Swygert
Mardy Sylvester
Cori Sylvester
Steve Sylvester
Kevin T Vu
Alice Taber
Cindy Takita
Chantelle Takita
Terri Takita-Robins
Dawn Tanamachi
Shellie Tanori
Carolyn Tashiro
Tracie Tatum
Joseph Taylor
John Taylor
Richard & Carol 

Terakawa
Dean Terakawa
John Thomas

Julius Thomas
John & Kelly Thomas
Amelia Tierney
Emada Tingirides
Uncle Tob
John Torres
Carol Travis
Thomas Trost
Matthew Tully
J. Howard & Jeannie 

Tuttle
TVI, Inc.
Lorraine Ulett
Elisabeth Umbehand
Teri Uyehara
Liam V
Genevieve Ivy 

Valenzuela
John Van Den Heever
Theo Van Den Helder
Edith Van Huss
Sarah Velasquez
Rosa Verdeja
Verve Press
Rick Villa
Barney Villa
Vera Villagomez
Frank Visco
Sally Vogt
Laura Wagner
Ricky Waichoon
Bess Walden
Garry Walden
Susan Waltz
Diane Ward
Catherine Ware
John & Monica Warren
Leigh Ann Weatherford
Alex Weaver
Molly Weaver
William Wei
Terri Weikel
Amy Weiss
Seth Welcom
Colleen Wells
Richard & Monte 

Werner
Edwin & Cindy 

Westbrook
Jay Wexler
Max Weyl
Scott & Haley Whitcomb
Kristen White
Philip White
Clarene White
Robert White
Sandy Whiteside

Anthony Whitlinger
Guy Wilding
Bill William J
Hilary Williams
Noelle Williamson
Paul & Debra Wisner
Jennifer Withers
Brian & Margaret Witt
John Wolfe
Adam Wollander
Mark & Audrey Wood
Kawtar Wuflestad
Chris Yakura
Wenjing Yan
Jonathan Yardley
Grace Yoon
Marilou Young
Aaron Young
Jose Cruz Zambrano
John Zimka
Corey Zimmerman
Carol Zink
Robert Zorich
Lynne Zubieta
Genevieve Zuidervaart

$50  - $99
Scott Abbott
Ed Adame
Rebecca Adames
Carl adams
Raye Adcock
Justin Adkins
Jessie Adner
Shelly Aguilar
Michael Aguilar
Rebecca Ahlberg
Nicole Ahuna
Jessica Alabi
Steven Albano
Frank Albers
Chris Alcaraz
Paolo Alfante
Dustin Alleman
Cynthia Almeida
Erika Alonzo
Anthony Alonzo
Barbara Alvarez
Monserrat Alvarez
Daniel Amado
Daniel Amado
Teddie Amato
Ben Anderson
Stephanie Anderson-

Ortiz
Catherine Andrews
Naomi Andry

Naomi Andry
Eileen Angulo
Lupe Arambula
Stephanie Arbolida
Christopher Arbolida
Cash Arbolida
Ron Arbolida
Roger Argomaniz
Imer Arguello
Valerie Arneson
Jimmy Arnold
Karen Asbury
Chris Ashbach
Elizabeth Aurelio
David Austin
Manuel Avalos
IvoryJo Avalos
Yola Awabdy
Angel Bade
Angel Bade
Eric Bader
Go Bailey
Christine Bailey
Laura Baker
Sheila Baldado
Maribel Balderas
Sally Baldwin
Nicole Ballestero
Matthew Ballinger
Ty Barksdale
Nat Barlow
Renai Barney
Robert Barone
Tyler Barrass
Savannah Barrasss
Nancy barto
Michael Bartolic
Michelle Bastian
John Bauer
Thomas & Jamie 

Baumann
B Becerra
Wayne Beckham
Mary Bell
Melody Bellmar
Lisa Bernardin
Denny Berni
Amanda Bishop
Brooke Bishop
Bryson Bissonnette
Neely Blackman
Devyn Blackstone
Natasha Blaha
Tracie Blankenship
Sheldon Blockburger
Boeing
Kris Bolcer

Susan & Joe Bonaker
James Boothman
Arlynn Bottomley
Nicholas Boullon
Tom Bousman
Karen Bowen
Robert Bower
Robert Boyd
Melissa Branch
Caitlin Breazeale
Rita Breksa
Stefania Brianti
Debbie Brice
Laura Brinkerhoff
Paco Brito
Bill Brodt
Shannon Brosnan
Barbara Brown
Kevin Brown
Stephanie Bryan
Wes Bryan
Johannah Bryant
Maggie Bryant
Rachel buck
Michelle Buelna
Linda bullis
Carol Burton
Wendy Butler
Medusa C
Krisanne Caciola
Frances Caille
Louie Calderon
Erica Calhoun
Ron cambra
Robert Campuzano
Maren Cannon
David Cannon
Tucker Cannon
Christine Carbajal
Larry S. Carlson
Gary & Janet Carr
Yvonne Carrico
Dana Carrig
John Carroll
LynnÃ¨ Carrouth
Mark Casper
Kevin & Jill Cavanaugh
Ben Cello
Marely Cervantes
Tawny Chapman
Yolanda Chavez
Jose Chay
Joann Cheetham
Nancy Cheever
David Cheever
Mark Cheney
Web Chonnay

Inja Chung
Noemi Cid
Lisa Cindrich
Rosa Clampitt
Rosa Clampitt
Chancellor Clark
Stu Clark
Yen Clark
Adrienne Clements
Pierre Clemons
Sean Click
Lisa Clifford
Audrey Clifton
Fiona Clyne
Paul Cocotis
Jodi Coker
Kristen Coleman
Brenda collier
Carly Collins
Rachelle Colton
David Colvin
Elva Compa
Michael Conahan
Jean Conley
Emily Conrad
Mike Conti
Nicholas Contopoulos
Stacy Cook
Steve Cooper
Elisa Cooper
Jesse Cordova
Kalvino Coria
Roshelle Cormier
Concha Coronado
Augie Cortez
Nicolas & Veronica 

Covarrubias
Alex Cowley
Marianna I. Coyle
Stephen Coyne
Craft Beer N’Pizza Inc.
Sandra Craig
Gregg Crandell
Benjamin H & Nicole N 

Cranson
Wendell Crawford
Diana Crisp
Not Cristal
Cecelia Cromwell
Mike Cromwell
Alice Cross
Angela cruz
Grace Crystal
Brian Cwik
Steve Dalez
Evelyn Dallal
Dana Dalpiaz
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Tanya Davis
Tracey Davis
Genevieve Davis
Teresa De Jong-Pombo
Jazmin De La O Villanue
Michael Decatur
Sherri Dekker
Renee DeLong
Kyle Demeyer
Don Demsher
Paul Demsher
Nancy Dench
Charles & Jennifer 

Denney
Charmain Dennison
Darleen Dennison
Victoria Desantis
Eugene & Carol 

Desilets, Jr.
Ronald & Nancy 

Dierkens
John Digiovanni
Jill Dominguez
Kristia Dorian
Mary Ann Dorrian
Bonnie Doyle
Julie Drake
Carol Druyvestein
Diana Duey
Raoqi Dulman
Laura Duque
Randy Eckels
Sean Edwards
Don Eide
Lisa Elliot
Carson Ellis
Sadiki Ellis
Estelle Emery
Christopher Erblich
Travis Erwin
Carlos Espada
Rebecca Esparza
Sergio Espinoza
Gioconda Estrada
Lenny Evans
Jodie Evans
Joe Ewens
Chris Ewer
Regina Fagan
Brian Fagan
Mark Fagan
Helen Falkner
The Family
Tanner Family
Jerry Farcone
Cynthia Fenison
Tamara Figlar

Claudia Figueroa
Grace Figueroa
Ann Fitzcharles
Shelly Flores
Juan Flores
Darlene Flores
John Flynn
Kevin Forde
Rory Fortune
Tom Fosmire
Karen Francis
Charles Francis
Charles & Leslie Francis
Neal Freeman
John Frey
Fredrick Fruhling
Pamela Funke
Darrin Furches
James Furtado
Brian Galey
Daethina Garcia
Michael Gardenias
Thomas & Elizabeth 

Garrow
Andrew Garrow
Gassel Family Fund
Denise Gealy
Dennis Gedestad
Layne Gerl
Kim Gessford
Negah Gheysar
Cindy Gibbons
Scott Gibson
Jean gifford
Stacy Gingrich
Sean & Carri Glen
Laurel Goffe
Luis Gonzales
Joshua Gonzalez
Pam Gonzalez
Jeff Goodwin
Vicki Graney
Chris & Maggie Greco
Ronald Green
Marvis Green
Rob & Lindy Grishkoff
MaryAnn Groark
Lucy Groetsch
Jodi Grumet
Gina Gruwell
Keri Guevara
Denice Gustin-Piaza
Monica Gutierrez
Mindy Haber
Michael Hall
Robert Hall
Edward & Martha 

Halowell
Ken Hansen
Sharon Hansen
Rick Harlow
Jill Harper
Bryan Harrison
Sylvia Hart
Judith Harty
Chris Hartzog
Elisabeth Hassanzadeh
Charles Hatfield
Nancy Haught
Mad & Greg Haywards
Shirley Heavlin
Isabel Heimburg
Judith Hendler
Mike Hendrickson
Eric & Malisa Hendry
Valerie Herder
Rita Hernandez
Liz Hernandez
Delfina Hernandez
Wendy Hershman
Bree Hesla
Mike Hewitt
Jan Higa
Irasu Hilario
Nicole Hillestad
McKenzee Hineman
Jamie Hitchings
Daddy Ho
Denise Hobbensiefken
Michael Holland
Gena Hollander
Erica Holt
Jim Holtman
Hester holyz
Theresa Homan-Jacobs
Fred Honebein
Steven Honeywell
Ericka Humphrey
Ingrid Humphrey
Paula Humphrey
Aleks Hunt
Tim Hurley
Chris Hurtado
Bryn Hutchinson
Lisa Huyck
Lois Ichiki
Kenji Ignacio
Karen Indeglia
Sirena Irwin
Darryl Isaac
Yasushi Iseda
Daniel Ishimaru
Donate It
Mike Ivey

Cole J
Lori Jacob
David Jacob
Joan Jacobshagen
Susanne Jaeggi
Roberta James
John Janeczek
Jeffery Janssen
George Jarvis
Emma Jeffery
Tamara Jensen
Jessica Jimenez
Aunt John
Joshua Johnson
Deb Johnston
Jeanette Jones
Mel Joseph
Stephanie Joyce
Wesam Jreisat
Aurelia Juarez
Terence Jupp
Tracy Kagawa
Susan Kaneko
Emilie Kapono
Alexis Karol
Joe Kates
Robert Katz
Kris Kayl
Lisa Keegan
Robert & Linda Keller
Jan Kelley
Tina Kellogg
John Kelly
Lee Kelly
Mary Kenoi-Okajima
William Kerr
Carl Kesgen
Stacey Ketcham
Sangeeta Khetarpal
Neda Khodai
Valerie Kiefer
Kevin Kiernan
Isabel Killeen
Jill Kimbrough
Mae Kiriaze
Virginia Komenda
Glen Konishi
Henry Koppelmaa
Victoria Koppelmaa
Daren Kortsen
Lynne Kouser
Maureen Kraemer
Sally Krebs
Jessica Kroenert
Bette Krueger
Jessica Ku
Veit Kugel

Anthony Kuo
Daniel Kuo
Susan Kuypers
Jay & Lisa Lamb
Vicki Lamkin
Sara Lapworth
John Lapworth
Amy Large
Danielle Larson
Megan Lattimer
Delores Lawrence
Carmen Lazo
Ricardo Lazo
Robert Lazorko
Mary Leahy
Debbie Leahy
Andy Leahy
Michele Lee
Deborrah Lee
James Lee
Nanci Leigner
Barbara Leipper
Melissa Levek
Patrice Punim Levin
Ron Levy
Denise Lewis
Spencer Lewis
Suzy Leys
Chandra Liggins
John & Majorie Lightle
Dennis Lin
Kathleen Lockridge
Larry Long
Eva Long
Robert Long
Ashlynn Lopez
Darlene Lopez
John Lopez
Debbi Lopez
Cheryl Lopez
Fernando Lopez
John Lord
Donna Losoya
Thomas Loucks
Max Love
Andy Lukman
Christian Lutich
Cuong Ly
R&all & Hannah Mabie
Danielle Macias
Cody Madrid
Brian Maguire
Julie Majors
Didith Mallott
Joe Malone
Buddy Malone
Florian Manier

David & Carol Manning
Lisa Marr
Bob Marshall
Matthew Martinez
Robert Martinez
Eliot Mason
Yvette Massie
Terry Matz
Helen W. Maughan
Merlin& Carla Maxwell
Angela Mazarei-Peters
Jason& Jaclyn Mazur
Sheridan McArthur
Chris McCollor
Gloria McCoy
Brian McDaniel
Dan McDermott
Michael & Laura 

McFadden
Janis McKee
Keith & Lisa McKenzie
Kelly McLaughlin
Joseph Medeiros
Reyna Medina
Jose Melchor
Lesly Melendez
Noelia Mendoza
Arnold Mendoza
Gerardo Mendoza
Mary Menke
Chris Merritt
Robert Michael
Bruce Michaels
Uncle Mike
BJ Miles
Kim Miller
Towanda Mitchell
Richard Miyashiro
Jean Miyashiro
David Mockus
Ian Mollon
Laura Monge
Lori Montgomery
Juliette Montgomery
Mary Moon
Mendy Moore
Paco Morales
Steve Moreno
Teri Morgan
Stephen & Alexa 

Morgan
Mike Morgan
Susan Morley
Mary Kate Morrison
Robert Morse
Alixander Morse
Summer Moshy
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Anon Mous
Elizabeth Muise
Denise Mulvey
Juan Munoz
Julie Munson
Mikayla Murphy
Rolland & Sharon 

Murray
Russell Musarra
Kay Nadeau
Marilyn Nagle
Eileen Napolitano
Scott Nathan
Yoshie Negishi
Isabelle Nguyen
Robert Nicholls
Vernon Nicolas
Patty Nix
Carol Noble
Kenneth Noble
Ellen Nordburg
Inger Norman
Cody Nulph
Mike & Elizabeth Nunes
Michelle Nunez
Virginia Nuzzolese-

Laflamme
Ana O
Shelley Oates-Wilding
Peter& Linda Oeth
Piedad O’Gara
Sheryl O’Halloran
Margaret O’Halloran
Takashi Okubo
Clayton Olivier
Mike Olson
Iris Ortega
Wendy Ott
Tom Ouellette
JoAnn Pace
Elizabeth Page
Michelle Palmer
Dick& Debby Palmer
Pam Pam
Lee Paprocki
Joe Parcell
Carolina Parra
Jen Paul
Nicole Paull
Jon Peabody
Mer Pechersky
Brenda Pence
Ramon Perez
Olga Perez Stable Cox
Blair Peters
Nancy Peterson
Phil Pettina
Chris Peukert

Ej Phifer
Everette Phillips
Debra Phoenix
Peter Phung
Alfredo Piazza
Ray Pineira
Sarah Pirie
John Polikolsky
Jimmy Ponce
Juana ponce
Javier Ponce
Darryl Porter
Angle Portillo
Amo Portillo
Christopher Prabhu
Blanca Prado
Belinda Prado
Angelo & Frances Prete
Katherine Prete
Karen DeClue & Paul 

Prioleau
Katherine Puangco
Gloria Pueblos
Veronica Quinonez
Damian Quintana
Cesar Quintanilla
Migdalia Rabelo
Michael Raffetto
Fischer Rago
Sonia Ramirez
Erik Rangno
Clint Reese
Laura Reese
Catrice Reese
Todd Reimund
Guadalupe Rendon
Paul Renfrow
Marco Reyes
Lisa Richelieu
Ashley Rippeon
Ashley Rippeon
Nicole Riscica
Brisseth Rivera
Dennis & Deanna 

Roberson
Mary Roberts
Laura Robertson
Lonnie Robnett
Valinda Roche
Mike Rockman
Rene Steven Rodarte
Rick Rodgers
Martha Rodriguez
Laurie Roebuck
Alexandria Rojas
E. & J. Romero
Karen Root
Cirina Rose

Lavinia Rosen
Dan Rosenstein
John Rosenzweig
Tere Ross
Andy Rost
Mimi Rothman
Uwe Rotschedl
Christian Rotschedl
Barry Rotter
Ed Runyon
Brad Ryhlick
Cynthia S
Scott Sackin
Mark Salerno
Jessica Sample
Jose Sanchez
Diana Sanders
Diana Sanders
John & Carol Sanders
Jennifer Sandoval
Christina Sao
Isabella Sauers
Sherry Schacht
Linda Schemmerling
Jacque Schermerhorn
Jennifer Schmid
Anna Schneider
Peter Schofield
Russell Schoon
Daphine Schuler
Jessica Scotty
Trevor Scurlock
Bill & Karen Seckington
Frances Zappella 

Severance
Linda shair
Theresa Sheffey
Michele Shelley
David & Cindy Sherman
Akemi Shimada
Kathryn Shobe
John Sideris
Tova Silva
Sonya Silva
Dani Silver
Kelly Skalet
Dana Smith
Susan Smith
Michael Smith
Jeff Smith
Linda Smith
Doran Smith
Linda Smith
James Smith
Stephanie Snowden
Rita Solberg
Rosa Solorzano
Denise Spangler

Ronald & Diane 
Spellman

Shannon Spencer
Gloriana Spicer
Kara Spivey
Scott Sporrer
D.& S. Sterrett
Kris Stewart
Bruce Stocker
Chuck Stoddard
Craig Stout
Sandra Strauss
Ken Streit
Donald Strenk
John Strickland
Jim Stuart
Jess & Barbara 

Sturgeon
Peter Sumarsono
Kristin Sumarsono
Zhe Sun
Ron Supply
Aunt Suzy
Prof Clay Tanaka
Vicky Tang
Treak Tasker
Gaye Taylor
Annie Taylor
Walter & Judith Taylor
Becky Taylor
Mark & Marlynn Taylor
Roxanna Tellier
Teremar, LLC
Rich Terzian
Craig Thiry
Catherine Thomas
Steve Thomas

Brenda Tiernan
Steve Tina
Lisa Toma
Joe Tompkins
Muffin Top
Guy Torelli
Zoya Toth
Amour Toura-Gaba
J.R. Towle
Stephanie Townson
Ira Trachter
Kevin Trang
Louis Trinh
Wesley Turnbow
Max Twinam
Tom Ullrich
Frank Valenzuela
Juan Vallejo
Sarah Van Dam
Kenneth D. van Eizenga
Jon Vanderhoof
Paisley Velasquez
Ilene Venegas
Ro Verdeja
Trinita Vernon
Susan Vestermark
Iris Vicent
Alissa Viggianelli
Henry Volkman
Amanda Vriens
Megan Wagner
Amy Walk
Jane Walker
Barron Wallace
Brooke Wallen
Francis Walsh
Karen Walton

Chelsea Ward
Stephen & Yuriko 

Warner
Brenda Warner
Tamara Warren
Paul Watkins
Gale Weatherford
Agnes Weaver
Ann Weber
Russ Webster
Glenn & Susan Welch
Don Wetherell
Teri Whiffen
Chris Whipple
Randy Whitacre
Gwyn White
Kathy Whittall
Sharon Wierenga
Molly Williams
Stephanie Williams
Karen Williams
Joanne Willner
Jeffery & Debra Wilson
Axel L. Witt
Tiffany Wolfe
Liz Wolff
Paul Woo
Jean Wright
Brett Wyngarden
Mickey Wynn
Chris Yaki
Anne Yardley
Antony Yukshing
Huimin Zhao
Debbie Ziegler
Jeremy Zitter

This list includes gifts of over $50 made to the 
Orange Coast College Foundation between July 
1, 2018 and December 31, 2019.  Every effort 
has been to insure the accuracy of this list.  We 
apologize for any names inadvertently omitted. If 
you have any questions about this list or would 
like information on making a gift to support OCC 
students please contact:

Doug Bennett, Executive Director
Orange Coast College Foundation
2701 Fairview Road
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
(714) 432-5126
dbennett@cccd.edu

mailto:dbennett@cccd.edu
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Designated Scholarships Accounts Payable Total Liabilities

$325,524 $67,797 $587,268

 
$ASSETS
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$
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$
$
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Cash Investments Property & 
Equipment Pledges Total Assets

$458,488 $23,317,904 $6,923,003 $110,000 $31,619,462+ + + =

+ =

Total gifts and pledges to the Orange 
Coast College Foundation for the 
2018–2019 Fiscal Year were $3,524,511. 
Cash gifts totaled $1,840,066 and gifts 
of boats and equipment were valued at 
$1,684,445.

The value of the Foundation’s 
endowment stood at $23,317,904 as of 
June 30, 2019 and the total assets of the 

OCC Foundation are now valued over 
$31.6 million.

Endowment assets are managed 
by Northern Trust Bank and for the 
year ending December 31, 2019 the 
fund earned 19.08% net of fees. Since 
inception in 2012 the fund has earned 
7.1% net of fees.
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Michael Recycle:  
OCC’s Sustainability Coordinator 
Leads the Charge on Zero Waste

Mike Carey likes to tell people that if he does 
his job well enough, one day Orange Coast 
College’s Recycling Center will go out of 

business. It’s not something you’d expect to hear from 
someone who has spent most of his life working to build 
the Recycling Center into the valued community resource 
that it is today. However, as OCC’s Environmental 
Sustainability Coordinator, Mike lives and breathes his 
calling. “I always say that it’s not a huge success story 
out here. OCC’s Recycling Center is almost a museum of 
failed design,” he explains. “Everything [in our yard] is an 
artifact of failed design because it’s now part of the waste 
stream whether it’s recycled or not.” 

A look around the Recycling Center emphasizes Mike’s 
point: the Center processes approximately 60,000 
aluminum cans per day, 20 tons of glass bottles per 
week, and more than 1,000 tons of paper per year. The 
demand for more space and resources resulted in a 

brand new facility that opened in 2017, offering not just 
more parking but also the ability to host classes and 
tours that are focused on sustainable practices. “What 
we hope to do is open people’s minds and ideas. There 
are so many different components of sustainability, 
whether it be energy, water, waste, purchasing, social 
equity, transportation, or food systems,” Mike says. 

Construction for the new Recycling Center was 
meticulously planned with green building practices 
in mind. Solar panels provide electricity, solar tubes 
provide lighting, carpet tiles are made from recycled 
plastic bottles, and the building itself is oriented for 
northern exposure, ensuring maximum daylighting 
and cooling. Landscaping is drought tolerant and an 
underground stormwater retention pool collects all runoff 
from the entire site. Planter beds are tucked around the 
Ronnenberg Center for Sustainability classrooms, located 
behind the Center. Students from OCC’s horticulture 
program use the planter beds to grow vegetables that 
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they donate to the College’s food pantry, and the excess 
goes to animals at the Santa Ana Zoo. 

All of these practices and more led to OCC’s Recycling 
Center earlier this year becoming the first facility in the 
world to achieve LEED Gold certification, Sustainable 
SITES Initiative (SITES) v2 
certification, and TRUE 
Zero Waste certification. 
Even more impressive? The 
rigorous application process 
for all three certifications 
was led by the Associated 
Students of Orange Coast 
College, who financially 
support and benefit from the Recycling Center, as well 
as student interns working for the Center. “We brought 
students along and got them involved in the process of 
doing the points, and the credits, and the submissions,” 
Mike says. “It provides our students with valuable 
experience that they can add to their 
portfolio, their resume, their LinkedIn, 
and their transcripts, that says ‘we were 
involved in this project and this was  
the outcome.’”

Empowering student interns to be 
ambassadors for sustainability also 
brings Mike’s story at OCC full circle: he 
started working at the Recycling Center 
35 years ago as a student intern. “Just as 
I was finishing my education, the director 
of the program left and I was asked to be 
the Recycling Coordinator on an interim 
basis until they found somebody else. 
Either it’s me or they’re still looking,” Mike 
says with a smile. 

Leaders in 
Sustainability
Earlier this year, U.S. Green Building 
Council President and CEO Mahesh 
Ramanujam traveled to OCC 
from Washington D.C. to recognize the College’s 
achievement of triple certification of LEED, SITES and 
TRUE Zero Waste. During his visit, Ramanujam was 
impressed by what he saw as he toured campus. “He 
kind of pulled me aside as we were doing the tour 
and asked ‘all of these things that you’re doing at the 
College ... are these things that you’re doing to get the 

certifications? Or, are these things that you guys just 
do?’ I said, ‘No, these are just the things that we do. It’s 
who we are,” Mike says. 

A few months later, Mike received word that USGBC 
had named Orange Coast College a 2019 Leadership 

Award recipient. He 
traveled to Atlanta in late 
November to receive the 
award at a Leadership 
Awards Ceremony during 
the Greenbuild International 
Conference and Expo, 
featuring keynote speaker 
President Barack Obama. 

OCC was recognized alongside 19 organizations and 
individuals — including Microsoft Corporation and 
the Colgate-Palmolive Company — who are using 
green building and sustainable practices to improve 
quality of life for those around them. “Our Leadership 

Award recipients remind us that taking action — big or 
small — has the power to change lives and promote a 
higher living standard for us all,” said Ramanujam in a 
statement following  
the announcement. 

Mike was invited to speak on two panels, one led by 
Ramanujam and the other focused on sustainability 

“I like singing the song of Orange Coast 

College. I’m super proud of this institution, 

I spent the better part of my life here.”
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on college campuses that he co-presented with a 
representative from U.C. Berkeley. The Greenbuild 
conference also gave him a chance to reconnect with 
sustainability focused colleagues from all around the 
country, a cohort known for sharing best practices and 
inspiring innovation. Those connections have led to 
opportunities for Mike to share OCC’s values with other 
colleges and universities, 
as well as with corporate 
counterparts from large 
companies like Toyota 
and Disney. “I like singing 
the song of Orange Coast 
College. I’m super proud 
of this institution, I spent 
the better part of my life 
here,” he says. 

Being OCC’s resident 
sustainability expert also 
makes Mike a beacon 
of change in his local 
community, where he 
serves as the Chair of 
the Citizens Advisory 
Committee for the Costa 
Mesa Sanitary District, 
and was recently named a 
recipient of the city’s Art of 
Sustainability Award to be 
presented at the Mayor’s 
Celebration in  
the spring. 

There’s little doubt that Mike has earned his nickname 
“Michael Recycle” and made OCC a leader in 
sustainability, not just in the College’s local community 
but nationwide. But don’t expect him to take much 
credit for his inspiring work — in fact, Mike finds his 
inspiration closer to home, citing President Emeritus and 
Coast Community College Trustee Dave Grant and OCC 

Vice President of Administrative Services Rich Pagel as 
two of his mentors. 

“Dave Grant... he gets it. He inspires me just because 
of his dedication to the campus, and the [Coast 
Community College] District and the students in 
particular,” says Mike. “In his office he has a sign that 
says ‘How does it benefit students?’ Framing everything 

that you’re doing in that way is 
an inspiration.” 

As for Rich Pagel, Mike says 
that he walks the walk when 
it comes to sustainability: “He 
just does the right thing. He’s 
constantly on a path to do a 
lot of the things that we talk 
about, but in a low-key way. 
For example, students see 
him riding his bike to work, 
wearing a suit; he doesn’t even 
own a car. It makes me proud 
when I go to the California 
Higher Education Sustainability 
Conference and a vice 
president is there. Every single 
time on the way back from 
these conferences he asks 
‘Okay what’s your takeaway? 
What can we do to implement 
that on our campus?’”

Mike’s larger point is well-taken: it took a village to make 
OCC into a leader in sustainability, with many working 
behind the scenes to bring green practices to campus. 

“I’m super fortunate that this program has the support 
that we do,” Mike says. “There have been a lot of great 
leaders [at OCC] who have just said ‘Yeah, go for it. Try 
it.’ Nobody says, ‘No.’”

Got Recycling?
OCC’s Recycling Center is open seven days a week, from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. (donations 
only on Sundays). The center accepts aluminum cans, plastic bottles with codes 1, 2 and 
4, glass food and beverage containers, all types of paper, reusable clothing, E-waste, 
household batteries and fluorescent light bulbs. The center does NOT accept auto or 
marine batteries, furniture, used motor oil, tires, chemicals, paint, or any other form of hazardous waste. 

Follow OCC’s Recycling Center on Facebook @occrecyclingcenter or on Instagram @occrecycling for news and 
announcements.
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Foster Youth Find A “Family”  
at Orange Coast College 

L ast year, when Orange Coast College’s Guardian Scholars 
program conducted a survey of the students they  
serve — students who typically have been a part of the 

foster care or juvenile justice systems — to gauge how well they 
are meeting their needs, all 40 respondents used the same word 
to describe what the Guardian Scholars program means to them: 
Family 

“They said [it] again and again,” says program coordinator Gabrielle 
Ridley. “Guardian Scholars is my family.” 

For students who have experienced the trauma of disruption in 
their family life, it’s no small thing to find a community in which they 
feel they belong. It can mean the difference between succeeding in 
school and dropping out. 

History
When it was first started in 2001, the Guardian Scholars program 
at OCC was a trailblazer, the first of its kind at a community college 
and, later, the prototype for countless similar programs at colleges 
and universities across the county, including 70 Guardian Scholars 
programs to date. 

It all started with a $25,000 donation from the former CEO and 
Chairman of the Perrier Group of America Inc. “Originally, Guardian 
Scholars was the vision of a man named Ron Davis, who saw a 
need, and so he made a financial donation to OCC and to Cal 
State Fullerton,” explains Ridley. “He said, ‘This money is for foster 
youth students who are pursuing their higher education. Please 
use it as you see fit.’” 

With such a broad mandate, the program started out very 
informally. OCC Foundation Director Doug Bennett and 
administrative assistant Rene Kinn managed the funds, awarding 
tuition and book scholarships to aged-out foster youth who 
enrolled in classes at Coast. “Over the years, [Doug and Rene] 
sort of became like a surrogate mom and dad to many of [these 
students], and it became obvious what the need was; the students 
needed more than just financial support, they needed more 
comprehensive support,” says Ridley. 

Part-time staff was hired to serve as a point of contact and provide 
that support, funded through grants and private donations, until 
2015 when OCC applied to participate in the California Community 
College State Chancellor’s office Cooperating Agencies Foster 
Youth Educational Support (CAFYES) program, which provides 
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categorical funding for foster youth support services. 
The funding through CAFYES enabled OCC’s Guardian 
Scholars program to hire a full-time academic counselor 
and a second full-time specialist. 

Today, OCC’s program serves between 100 and 120 
students each academic year, offering support for 
everything from academics, to housing, to mental health 
and wellness. Staff also offer life coaching, teaching 
students how to manage their finances, build healthy 
relationships, find employment and develop a cultural 
identity in the absence of a traditional family structure. 

Building a Community
More than anything, the Guardian Scholars program 
at Coast offers former foster youth a chance to build 
a community, not just with staff but with one another. 
“We always have our one to three big goals for the year 
that we’re working on, and 
community is always a big 
one,” says Ridley. “We start 
by putting on events where 
our scholars can engage 
with each other. We do a 
new student orientation for 
all new incoming students 
as a mini-bridge to college 
life, but we also start 
the community-building 
there. We plan games and 
activities for them to get to 
know each other, sending 
the message that ‘these are 
your people, this is your team.’ All of our new incoming 
scholars get a Guardian Scholars backpack, and they’ll 
see each other on campus and say, ‘Oh, I didn’t know 
you were a scholar,’ because they recognize  
the backpack.”

The program’s offices — located in OCC’s student 
services hub Watson Hall — provide a warm and 
welcoming respite for students away from a hectic 
campus life. “We’ve got snacks, breakfast and lunch ... 
because we know most of our students identify as being 
food and housing insecure, so we take care of that,” 
says Ridley. “We’ve got school supplies they can grab, 
coffee in the morning, the computers and also printing, 
and then just the study and hangout space.” 

As OCC’s Guardian Scholars program prepares to 
embark on its 19th year of existence, an opportunity to 

address one of the biggest challenges for the students 
it serves has arisen. Last fall, the Orange Coast College 
Foundation Board kicked off its next big fundraising 
venture — a housing trust that will provide scholarships 
for Guardian Scholars to live in the College’s new 
student housing facility, The Harbour. So far, the trust 
has raised $100,000 to be used for vulnerable student 
populations, including student veterans, single parents, 
and former foster youth (see story, page 6). 

Housing Trust
According to Ridley, more than 80 percent of the 
students in OCC’s Guardian Scholars program are food 
and housing insecure, and this lack of basic needs can 
have a negative effect on academic success.

Always intended as a resource for vulnerable student 
populations, The Harbour can provide a safe space for 

students who need it most. 
However, special considerations 
and more fundraising are 
needed to make that dream 
a reality. “The apartment that 
we’re hoping to fund is the four-
unit suite, where each unit is a 
separate bedroom, as opposed 
to the most economical suite 
where there are two people 
sharing a room,” says Ridley. 
“Nighttime is hard for folks 
who’ve been impacted by 
trauma, and so we do want 
them to have that level of 

privacy. What that means is that, ballpark, we’re looking 
to fundraise $350,000 a year just for housing.” 

Ridley also sees housing scholarships as a way to teach 
former foster youth important lessons about budgeting 
that they might not have picked up during their 
upbringing, and which can set them up for success later 
in life. “What happens a lot when a housing program 
is fully funded is, when the funding ends a student can 
end up homeless, because they’re not in the habit of 
paying rent and budgeting,” she says. “Our hope is 
that our Guardian Scholars students can pay rent on a 
sliding scale that increases over time until they’re paying, 
maybe not the full rent amount, but something that’s 
going to get them in the habit of being able to rent an 
apartment on their own when they’re no longer residing 
in on-campus housing.”

“Our scholars are changing 
the world. They’re changing 
their stories and they’re 
changing the stories for 
the future generations that 
come after them.”
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Contact Information:
Lisa Eddy, Cruise &  
Event Coordinator
(949) 645-9412
lisaheddy@nordicstarcruises.com
www.nordicstarcruises.com

With her classic lines and yacht club interior, the 92-foot Nordic Star is the 
perfect platform for cruising Newport Harbor or along the coast for an 

afternoon anchored off Laguna. Nordic Star will accommodate up to 50 of your 
guests for an elegant afternoon or evening cruise around Newport Harbor. 

Perfect for friends, business, or just the family. You set the tone. Nordic Star’s 
professional crew will work with you to achieve beach casual or coastal chic.

1801 W. Coast Hwy • Newport Beach, CA  
(949) 645-9412 • www.occsailing.com
Serving Newport Beach since 1960

Orange COast COllege

NORDIC STAR

Connect with us

Other special considerations that are being worked 
out in planning housing scholarships is special lease 
schedules (most students will need a 10-month lease, 
while Guardian Scholars will need housing year-round), 
meal planning, onboarding and specialized case 
management training for housing staff, such as trauma 
informed care training. 

While OCC is still in the process of hammering out the 
details for housing scholarships in anticipation of The 
Harbour’s opening in Fall 2020, one thing is clear: this 
Guardian Scholars program has come a long way. 

“The national rate of college graduation for students 
impacted by foster care is three to five percent. Our 
graduation rate is 20 percent,” says Ridley. “For the 
last three years we’ve had 10, 14, 16 graduates. Many 
of them go on to transfer to four-year universities. We 
just had a whole batch who were graduating with their 
master’s degrees.”

“Our scholars are changing the world. They’re changing 
their stories and they’re changing the stories for the 
generations that come after them.”

mailto:lisaheddy@nordicstarcruises.com
https://nordicstarcruises.com/
http://occsailing.com/
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To Infinity & Beyond! 
Dacey Nguyen Represents OCC 
at NASA, Shares her Dream of a 
Career in Space Exploration

Twenty-year-old Dacey Nguyen is a perfect 
example of why it’s not where you start on 
your journey that matters, but where you finish. 

Considering her ambitious goal of someday being an 
astrophysicist, it’s hard to imagine Nguyen as the type of 
student who didn’t take advanced placement classes in 
high school.

“I actually didn’t take any [A.P. 
classes],” says Nguyen. “But I knew 
I wanted to do something with 
astronomy and astrophysics. 
I knew that I wasn’t going 
to make it anywhere 
huge that I wanted to go, 
so I applied straight to 
[Orange Coast College] 
and nowhere else.”

It’s a good thing fate led 
her to OCC first. It only 
took one class at Coast for 
her to confirm that space 
was the right destination  
for her.

 “I took physics my junior year 
of high school and I wasn’t the 
best at it, but I enjoyed it enough to where I wanted to 
combine it with my love of space!” says Nguyen. “So, 
the whole astrophysics dream took off from there. When 
I took Astronomy 100 with Jerome Fang at OCC, I 
realized I was really on the right path of where I wanted 
to go.”

As Nguyen spent more time at OCC, her love for space 
and astrophysics grew. So much that NASA saw her 
potential, drive and ambition. They invited her to receive 
in-person training as the OCC representative at the 
NASA Community College Aerospace Scholars (NCAS) 
2019 event. The four-day training, which took place in 

October, is an educational experience for community 
college students who are interested in exploring STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) related 
careers. She and her team got to work directly with a 
NASA team member.

“Each team had a mentor. The mentor was actually an 
employee from NASA because they 

know what it’s like to 
be working there so 

they gave us hands-on 
advice,” says Nguyen. 

“It just gave all of us eyes 
into what the company is 

like and working for NASA 
because, for a lot of us, 
that was our end goal.”

Being selected for NCAS 
was a big accomplishment 

and Nguyen had to work 
for it. After submitting two 
300-word essays, two letters 
of recommendation and 
transcripts, she was required to 

take online courses, which she 
aced. Her excellent grades and 

supplemental material qualified her for the 
in-person training at NASA Armstrong in Edwards, 

Calif. The training allowed her to take on a project as 
if she was contracted by NASA, and Nguyen was the 
project manager for her group of 10 people, which she 
said was a rewarding experience. 

“Each team created their own [theoretical] company. Our 
goal and objective was to get a contract from NASA to 
build a model rover,” says Nguyen. “We built LEGO 3D 
models of rovers and they were functioning — we had 
to program them. We participated in competitions with 
the rovers.” 
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Nguyen loves to share her passion for STEM with 
others, and this past year she founded the Orange 
Coast College chapter for the Society of Women in 
Space Exploration (SWISE). 

“I thought about how, because I attend a community 
college, we don’t get the same opportunities and 
programs like [students at] bigger universities,” says 
Nguyen. “In order to provide other students with 
these resources and special opportunities, I started 
a new chapter of SWISE at OCC to make sure that 
other girls who are in the same circumstances as me 
will be offered resources to be able to succeed.”

OCC doesn’t offer a degree in astrophysics, so 
Nguyen has had to get creative with her approach 
to preparing for a career in the STEM industry. She’s 
majoring in astronomy with the intent to transfer. Her 
ultimate goal is to transfer to UCLA where she can 
officially become an astrophysics major. Going to 
UCLA would allow her to take a path that has already 
been paved by former OCC student, Jessica Artinger, 
who helped the university launch a satellite cube in 
September 2018 as an astrophysicist major. Recently 
Nguyen got to meet Artinger and learn from her 
experience.

“She came to one of our SWISE meetings and she 
talked a little about her satellite program at UCLA … 
she brought in a 3D model of the cube satellite and 
she gave us tips and pointers and basically said, 
‘because we are women we are at a disadvantage, 
but it’s also an advantage because they want to hear 
your voice now,’” says Nguyen. “Women need to step 
up and support one another in the space industry 
and just STEM in general.” 

Nguyen credits OCC for allowing her to have the tools 
to pursue a career as an astrophysicist. 

“This past semester I was very fortunate to have 
support from both faculty and my friends to start up 
[SWISE] … OCC has allowed me to hone into my 
own career and future plans,” she says. “There are 
so many classes offered and opportunities given 
here. As a community college, I think that’s so great 
because a lot of us come from different financial 
backgrounds and different family situations. It’s such 
a wide spectrum but there’s something for everyone 
here, and there’s help if you need it. I think that’s what 
is so great about OCC.”
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The Sun: Our Living Star
Jan. 3rd – Mar. 31st
Sat. & Sun. at 2 p.m.

Earth to the Universe
Jan. 3rd – Mar. 31st

Fri. at 7 p.m. • Sat. & Sun. at 12:30 p.m.

SCI-FI SUNDAY
Join us in our new OCC Planetarium for a fun sci-fi afternoon that will include a 45-minute 
planetarium show as well as full screenings of some of your favorite science fiction classics.   

Planet of the Apes (1968)

Sunday, March 22

Metropolis (1927)

Sunday, April 19

The Time Machine (1960)
Sunday, May 17

3:30 P.M. • OCC Planetarium • Fee: $20
Sign up for all 4 screenings for $65!

www.orangecoastcollege.edu/occplanetarium
(714) 714-7430 @occ_planetarium
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WE ARE REACHING
 FOR THE STARS

 

WE ARE REACHING

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVB2UUhIX7E
http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/planetarium/Pages/default.aspx
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Are you interested in supporting Orange Coast College’s mission but feel overwhelmed by the thought of writing 

another check or relinquishing your assets today? A simple, flexible and versatile way to make a gift is to include 

OCC in your will or living trust, known as a charitable bequest. By including a bequest to the Orange Coast College 

Foundation in your will or living trust, you will be leaving  a lasting legacy that will benefit Coast students for years to 

come. For information on how to include the OCC Foundation in your will or trust please contact Doug Bennett, at  

(714) 432-5126  or dbennett@cccd.edu, or visit our website at https://orangecoastcollege.plannedgiving.org

Legacy

Family of Underground  
Punk Rock Icon Kim Shattuck 
Establishes Scholarship in  
Her Memory

W hen Kim Shattuck began her journey 
as a student at Orange Coast College 
in the early 1980s, she was studying 

photography, not music. It wasn’t until she was 
presented with an opportunity to be part of all-female 
garage rock band, The Pandoras, that she quickly 
taught herself to play the bass. 

Shattuck — who grew up in Orange County and passed 
away in October at age 56 after a two-year battle with 
ALS — became a culture and underground punk rock 
icon, eventually starting her own band, The Muffs, and 
releasing six albums over the span of two decades. In 
2013 she toured with alternative rock band the Pixies 
and two years later staged a reunion of the Pandoras. In 
her final years, Shattuck helped produce the Muff’s last 
album, “No Holiday,” which was released shortly after 
her death. 

Among The Muff’s most popular songs is a remake of 
“Kids in America” featured on the soundtrack of the 
1995 cult-classic “Clueless.” Shattuck, who served as 
the lead singer and songwriter for the group, was well-
known for writing tongue-in-cheek lyrics that reflected 
real life, such as the song  “Blonder and Blonder,” 
referencing an ongoing feud with Hole frontwoman 
Courtney Love. 

While her success in 
the music industry 
eventually took her to 
Hollywood and all over 
the world, Shattuck  
visited home often, and 
was never shy about 
her Orange County 
roots. “A lot of people 
look down on people 
who come from the 
suburbs,” she said in 
a Los Angeles Times 
interview in 1999. “They think you can’t create art out  
of that. But art is in the person … I have my own brand 
of angst.” 

Shattuck was well-loved in the music community, with 
many in the industry expressing their heartbreak and 
condolences after her death. When news of her passing 
broke, iconic Sunset Strip venue The Roxy said it best 
on their marquee: “Kim Shattuck Forever.” 

A scholarship in Kim Shattuck’s memory has been 
established by her family through the Orange Coast 
College Foundation.  

Legacy

mailto:dbennett@cccd.edu
https://orangecoastcollege.plannedgiving.org/


It Takes a Village:  
Kyre Adams Finds Success Through 
Support Outside of Football

For Kyre Adams it has always been football or bust. 
Dreams of playing football at the highest levels 
motivated him to make the journey to Orange 

Coast College from Baltimore, Maryland in the Spring of 
2016 following a successful prep career at Old Mill (MD) 
High School, and before he turned 18 years old.

“I was getting some early looks at four-year schools, 
but because of my testing, it wasn’t going all that 
well,” Adams says. “I didn’t know too much about 
junior college football in California, so I looked up some 
schools and contacted Orange Coast. From there, I 
decided to make the move across the country. I was 17 
years old, 160 pounds and skinny, and I was basically 
moving myself out to California. My mom tried to help, 
but it wasn’t easy.”

In Adams’ mind, football was all that mattered. However, 
because of that single-minded focus, he excelled on the 
field … but struggled off of it. As a freshman, Adams 
earned a spot on the team and played in four games as 
a defensive back, earning 11 tackles (seven solo). Off of 
the field, Adams struggled in the classroom and by the 
time his sophomore season was ready to begin, he was 
ineligible to play due to poor grades.

While it might sound like a kid simply neglecting his 
schoolwork, there was more to it for Adams. He was 
18 years old and 3,000 miles from home. With little to 
no financial help, he had to not only put in his time and 

effort on the football field, but also work hard in the 
classroom as well as work 8-10 hours a day (sometimes 
nights) to support himself with out-of-state 
tuition, bills and life in general.

“The Spring of 2017 was 
my lowest point through 
all of this,” he says. “I 
was not able to play 
because of my grades 
… I was working 6-10 
hours a day at a moving 
company and trying to 
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get my grades up by taking one to two classes, but I 
was racking up out-of-state tuition debt and I just didn’t 
have the right mindset.”

In addition to his struggles in California, Adams’ life 
in Maryland was about to take a drastic turn for the 
absolute worst — the loss of two family members. His 
step-sister, Mia Gavin, died in the Spring of 2017 due to 
sickle-cell anemia and just a few months later, one  
of Kyre’s older brothers, Dantae Simmons, was shot  
and killed.

For Adams, these obstacles began to feel 
overwhelming. When asked to rate his mindset on a 
scale of 1-10 (with 10 being a move back to Baltimore), 
Adams says “I was at a 9.5.”

“My mom was trying her best to help from across the 
country, but she was struggling as well, all by herself,” 
Adams said. “I was just trying to have enough money  
to eat and pay rent, and I was also growing so my 
clothes began to not fit. During spring practice was the 
first time I really felt like calling it quits and going back  
to Baltimore.”

New OCC head football coach Bubba Gonzalez saw 
Adams struggling, and he and his coaching staff knew 
they needed to help. “Kyre completely embodies the 

‘JUCO struggle’ when it comes to trying to be a 
student-athlete and having to support yourself as 

well,” Gonzalez said. “I think he came to California 
with nearly JUST the clothes on his back.” 

Coach Gonzalez began to reach out to various 
coaches and OCC staff to brainstorm ideas 
to help Kyre and get him the assistance he 
needed. But as important as having help and 
support is, for Adams, it was a matter of 

accepting the help and putting time and 
effort into restoring his life and football 

career. “With all of the things that were 
happening [in my life], my head just 

wasn’t in the right place,” Adams 
said. “I didn’t think it was possible 
for me to get to where I needed to 
get to.”

In 2018, things began to turn 
around for Adams. He was trying 
to improve his grades and he 
re-dedicated himself to the game 
and focused on improving his 
situation. But life wasn’t done 

teaching Adams about adversity. In the spring of 2018, 
the 19-year-old blew out his knee, stopping his forward 
momentum to return to the football field. In addition, 
Adams’ hard work in the classroom improved his 
grades, but not to the point of becoming eligible, further 
hindering his hopes and dreams.

“I never thought I was going to get back to the game 
again,” Adams said. “I would call my mom every day for 
advice and guidance. I was trying to figure out how to 
get my life back in order and I was still grieving over the 
loss of my brother and step-sister. I needed help.”

It was only once Adams got to that level of 
hopelessness that the path back to his goals and 
dreams could begin. He knew he needed help to make 
this happen and he needed to not only seek out this 
help, but he also had to believe and trust the people 
who were trying to help … something that’s not always 
easy to do.

The Long Road Back
Adams was stopped on all fronts … physically, 
academically, spiritually, and financially. He was across 
the country from his family and there didn’t seem to be 
a positive outlook anywhere in his future. It was time for 
his “Pirate Family” to step in and help Adams along his 
path to success.

Some of the tools Adams was able to utilize, both on 
and off the athletic field, include: 

• The OCC PRESS Program … a service that helps 
with tutoring and maintaining a solid educational 
pathway.

• Student Equity program, offering a guarantee 
of fair treatment, access, opportunity, and 
advancement for all students, while working to 
identify and address barriers that stand in the way 
of student success.

• Athletic Training and Sports Medicine, helping 
athletes overcome injuries and assisting on 
returning the athlete back to competition.

• Pirates Cove: A pantry and resources hub 
available to assist students facing food insecurity 
and in need of other basic needs.

In addition to these services, student athletes at OCC 
are lucky to have access to employees who simply care 
about each and every student that comes through the 
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Jamaal Lee - Men’s Basketball Assistant Coach, Athletic 
Mentoring Specialist - Student Equity
“When I first met Kyre he had a story … what I saw in him paralleled my 
own experiences as a kid who wanted to do things the right way but did not 
know how to go about it because it was hard to trust people. I knew I could 
make a difference in a way no one else could. I enjoyed watching him start 
to take ownership in his actions and holding himself to a higher standard 
of accountability and taking his sport habits and start to apply them to 
everything else in his life. I cannot wait to attend Kyre’s graduation and watch 
him walk across that stage knowing what he went through to get there! OCC 
is a place that opened up huge doors for me, and I am extremely proud to 
pay it forward.”

Ashley Rippeon - Athletic & Compliance Specialist
“I always tell athletes that I am not here to judge their situation and 
circumstances, that we are only here to support them through what’s next. 
Kyre was one of the first student-athletes [I’ve worked with] to really lean in 
and trust those words. At the end of Summer 2017 he came in after a tough 
few months and I knew he was ready to accept more help. This young man 
deserved more — he was capable, articulate, driven, and more than ready 
to jump into a plan we created to surround him with all the right people. His 
whole body/mind changed that semester. He was standing tall, smiling all the 
time, and checking in beaming with excitement that he knew he was turning 
things around. He is inspiring.”

Audrey Crouse - former PRESS Program Coordinator 
“Kyre has demonstrated an incredible amount of perseverance, persistence 
and dedication in the two years I have known him. He has remained loyal to 
his goals, to his team, and to the people that have and continue to support 
him along his journey. He changed his mindset from ‘I can’t’ to ‘I will’ and he 
has not allowed any obstacle to stand in the way of making progress toward 
his goals.”

Chaz Kekipi - Athletic Trainer
“Kyre and I have been down a pretty long road together. Kyre was 
determined to return from the injury he sustained in Spring 2017. He 
promised to take time off to let it heal but unfortunately it didn’t work out. 
That didn’t keep him from attempting a return literally every single day. Kyre’s 
determination to make a return to the field was fierce; so much had been 
taken from him over the course of three years that he would not relent. Fall 
2019 was the first time Kyre and I both felt good going into a season. Kyre 
has matured into a great young leader and my hope is that he can use what 
he has learned here at OCC to better the people around him.”

door, and who genuinely want to help 
and support these young people  
(see sidebar). 

After two long years of struggle, sacrifice, 
pain, doubt and hopelessness, Kyre 
Adams overcame it all and began to 
see the light at the end of the long, dark 
tunnel. “Once we were able to provide 
some support, Kyre really came around,” 
Gonzalez says. “He took the help and he 
soared. His grades improved and he’s 
been a leader for us, on and off the field.

“Sometimes kids at this level just have 
too much to face. Now, Kyre has the 
foundation to succeed and he’s focused 
on his dream of playing at the four-year 
level. He’s been able to not only stay 
eligible, but he’s excelling in school now. 
This young man has carried, and is still 
carrying, a heavy burden and he’s always 
here with a smile on his face. He loves 
being here and not many ADULTS, let 
alone a teenage kid, can overcome what 
Kyre has had to endure over the past  
few years.”

Back on the field as a defensive back 
and return specialist for the Pirates, 
Adams played in all five games for the 
Pirates in Fall 2019 and had 12 returns 
for 225 total yards. On defense, he was 
fourth on the team in tackles with 46 (29 
solo). But in the grand scheme of things, 
the numbers on the field do not come 
close to the success Adams has created 
for himself off of the field. With a little help 
from those in the OCC family, Adams is 
now flourishing and the sky is the limit for 
his future.

“I’m still looking for that right fit for me as 
far as a career goes,” Adams said. “I’d 
love to become an entrepreneur and be 
able to give back to OCC as well as my 
community in Baltimore. I want to be an 
example for others. Everything is possible 
in life and I don’t want people to struggle 
the way I did.”

"

"
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Samueli Foundation Funds 
‘First-of-its-Kind’ Integrative 
Health Coach Program at OCC

This spring, Orange Coast College will launch an 
Integrative Health Coach certificate program, 
the first of its kind at a community college 

in California. The program — funded by a generous 
donation from Susan and Henry Samueli via the Samueli 
Foundation — is simply one cog in a larger movement 
that aims to change the face of healthcare in Orange 
County, and serve as a model nationwide. 

The Samuelis are well-known for their commitment 
to revolutionizing the way in which healthcare is 
delivered, most recently by donating $200 million to 
the University of California, Irvine to establish the Susan 
and Henry Samueli College of Health Sciences, the first 
university-based health sciences program to incorporate 
integrative health research, teaching and patient care 
into its curriculum. 

The integrative movement blends traditional medical 
treatment with alternative and complementary therapies, 
such as healthy eating, naturopathic medicine, 
acupuncture, yoga and more. In this approach, patients 
and providers are partners in wellness, and 
treatment plans are tailored to meet the specific 
needs of each patient. 

Changing a deeply ingrained model of 
healthcare delivery is a tall order, and much 
like integrative medicine calls for a holistic, 
comprehensive approach to patient care, its 
implementation requires the same. That  
means starting at a grassroots level, or the  
first point of contact between patients and  
their health providers. 

“The idea of an integrative health coach is 
a critical component to helping the average 
person navigate their health and wellness 
needs,” says Gerald Solomon, Executive 
Director of the Samueli Foundation. “For those 
individuals who may not know or may be fearful 
of the very complex and difficult healthcare 
system, we needed to identify a missing link. 
An integrative health coach serves as not just 

a navigator, but someone who can be a guide and a 
mentor with skill and knowledge, to be able to help the 
average person make decisions.” 

OCC’s distinguished and well-established School of 
Allied Health made the College the perfect partner for 
the Samuelis’ vision. “When we were talking about 
giving a huge gift to UCI, we knew that health coaches 
would be such a big part of integrative medicine, 
because we’ve seen how well they work with clinics 
and other places that use integrative medicine. But they 
were hiring people off the streets and training them, 
with no certificate and no standardization. It made no 
sense to me,”says Susan Samueli. “I love Orange Coast 
College. It’s the perfect place for this [program] because 
[the College] already has similar certificate programs.” 

Building A Progran
Last year, a team of OCC faculty and administrators 
from programs in public health, nutrition and medical 
assisting partnered with Integrative Health Coach 
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program coordinator Sharyn Konick to develop the 
curriculum for the cutting-edge program. However, 
since the program is the first of its kind, there was no 
blueprint to follow. 

“We really were building the plane and flying it at the 
same time,” Konick says. 

Aside from helping to standardize training in an 
emerging profession, the program aims to teach 
students how to conduct 
motivational interviewing, 
a crucial component of 
integrative health coaching. 
“A big part of the curriculum 
is focused on motivational 
interviewing — helping 
people learn how to change 
in an empowering way,” says 
Konick. “We also teach our 
students how to help patients 
set and reach goals, and stay 
on track.”

The program will have two 
tracks: a two-year degree 
track that aligns closely with 
other Allied Health programs 
at Coast, sharing many of the 
same prerequisites in addition 
to upper-level courses in 
motivational interviewing and 
different health modalities. 
The other track will be a shorter certificate that can be 
an addendum to another degree or serve as additional 
training for those already working in the medical field. 

“We’ll be looking at how we are getting students in[to 
the program], and whether or not they are coming and 
staying for the full degree, or if they are working and 
then coming back for more training,” says Konick. 

Once they complete the program, graduates will be 
well-positioned to work in health clinics in Orange 
County and beyond, partnering with doctors and nurses 
to provide a valuable link between patients and their 
healthcare providers. This is a service that can often  
get lost in the traditional model of healthcare, with 
doctors and nurses limited by time constraints and 
heavy caseloads. 

“What’s happening in our system is that too many 
healthcare providers are too far removed from the 

support services that they envisioned they would 
be providing,” says Solomon. “They need to rely on 
someone who is educated and informed, and that’s 
what this credentialing program at OCC does.”

Affordable and Accessible Care 
Integrative healthcare is not a new concept — many 
hospitals and research institutions across the country 
have opened integrative health centers over the past 

25 years which are aimed 
at supplementing traditional 
care with complementary and 
alternative medicine. However, 
integrative healthcare remains 
a resource that is largely 
utilized by wealthy patients, 
even though many low-income 
communities struggle with 
healthcare epidemics that 
alternative medicine has been 
shown to successfully combat, 
such as chronic illnesses like 
diabetes, heart disease, obesity, 
and more. Additionally, these 
illnesses can often keep people 
in poverty, by exacerbating 
problems like homelessness 
and addiction. 

Placing integrative health 
coaches in health clinics across 

Orange County can change that trajectory, offering 
affordable and accessible health and wellness resources 
to the communities that need them most.  

“What we’re seeing now is that smaller, community-
based clinics and nonprofits are really open to this 
idea,” says Konick. “The great thing about motivational 
interviewing and health coaching is that you can see 
results in two to three sessions. So for a short-term 
model, it can be a fantastic resource.” 

For Susan Samueli, this accessibility lies at the root of 
her and her husband’s philanthropy, and their hope to 
make a real difference in the world, starting with fixing a 
failing healthcare system.   

“I would love to see health coaches in every clinic so 
that doctors and nurses can do what they do best,” she 
says. “I would love to see integrative medicine offered to 
everyone, not just people who can afford it.”



ANNUAL
REPORT

2018 
2019

Gabriel Caliendo – who both studied and 
taught in OCC’s culinary arts program – is 
a founding partner in Lazy Dog Restaurant 
and Bar, which opened its first location in 
Huntington Beach in 2003. Caliendo is the 
creative mind behind Lazy Dog’s menu, 
featuring a fresh take on traditional comfort 
foods. He often invites OCC culinary 
students to visit him in his research and 
development kitchen, and offers advice to 
aspiring chefs.

Alumni
Orange Coast College 

& FRIENDS
The classes that transformed your journey. The 

faculty and staff that impacted your life. The 
students who became life-long friends. 

Reconnect with the school you love. Join the OCC 
Alumni and Friends Association.

The Orange Coast College Alumni and Friends 
Association connects alumni to the College, to the 
community and to each other. 

You are considered an Alumni and Friend if you ever 
took a single class. Membership is a great way to 
keep in touch with OCC and fellow Pirates. Alumni 
Association members not only receive great resources, 
they also support current students through the annual 
Alumni and Friends Scholarship. 

Annual memberships are FREE! Once you sign up, you  
will start to receive these benefits:

• Access to College resources, such as state-of-the-
art computer labs, the job placement center and a  
large library

• Invitations to special events and celebrations  
on campus

• Updates on the College news through newsletters

• Local retail discounts through the Bursar’s Office

Sign up Today:
www.orangecoastcollege.edu/alumni OCC Annual Report 2018-2019        43   
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Orange COast COllege
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